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Left to right: Bruce Tucker, Lora Tucker, and Marlin Tucker

This is the group that put together the books on the Lim Rock story. The work could not
have been achieved except for the help of many friends. Our thanks are offered for their valued
contributions.




INTRODUCTION AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

These books on Lim Rock were not intended to be books on
genealogy. Some family members may be omitted. Some families
may not be mentioned. Many people were generous with their
stories. A number of those people who were kind enough to share
information were highlighted more than some others who were just
as important in the history of the community.

Readers may find given points of more interest than other
points. If a reader is looking for some firsts at Lim Rock, he may
find these historic points interesting. One grave marker shows the
oldest marked birthdate of a resident. Another stone shows the first
death that is on a marked grave. Some family research indicated the
first Houk child born in the area. Copies of the original contract to
secure “Old Huldy” and to build the spur line to the incline make
for interesting reading.

Copies of some original land deeds that involved Presidents
are included. In some instances land could be acquired merely by
staking a claim and recording the description.

Threaded throughout the books a reader will learn the
language of a hearty people and how they survived during some
difficult times.
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POINTS OF INTEREST

Uptown Boyd's Switch--Line Rock--Lim Rock

1. Train Station

. Post Office

. Tannery

. Stave Mill

. Store on the Spur Line between the tannery and stave mill:
This store was in operation sometime between 1879-1920. Rodney Gentle tells the
story passed along by his grandfather, Milton Gentle, that this store used a token-like
medium of exchange instead of cash. The confusion of the Civil War money and the

scarcity of Federal money after the war probably accounted for this private medium of
exchange. Rodney still has copies of the tokens.

6. Obe Hurt's Store

7. Willie Flippo's blacksmith and grist mill. Willie's business was located where
Higginbotham's Nursery is now located. It preceded Jeremiah Gentle's business.

8. Squirrel Hill School

9. 'I(‘?e 3-mile spur line from the main station at Boyd's Switch to the incline in Gentle's

ove

10. John Boyd's stagecoach switching station where horses and stages were switched

11. Jake Word's sawmill

12. Higginbotham's cobbler shop and Dr. Sherrell's office in same building

13. Milton Gentle and Clyde Gentle General Store

14. Jeremiah Gentle's grist mill and blacksmith

15. Railroad sidetracks for timber products and coal

16. Rock quarry and lime kiln

17. Willie Gentle's Store

18. Olinger's Store

19. Methodist Church behind the Gentle Store

20. Union hall upstairs in the Methodist Church

21. Higginbotham Grocery Store

22. Bank

23. Gin

24. Wagon Company

25. Cedar Mill

b wen

Outlying Areas

26. Several one-room schools

27. Lim Rock School that once was a 1-12 grade school

28. Methodist, Baptist, Church of Christ, and Primitive Baptist Church

29. Small sawmills

30. Molasses mills

31. Corral for the animals used to construct Lee Hi ghway--The corral was located between
the railroad and Highway 30 just east of Stephens' Gap.

32. Coal mines in Gentle's and Shiffman's Coves

33. Several stores in private homes such as at Hooper's and Johnson's
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EARLY SETTLERS

There were white Americans seeking their economic opportunities around the area to
become known as Lim Rock before there was a railroad. They came before there were any signs
of public roads, perhaps with the exceptions of trails of the Native Americans. William Dodson's
grave marker indicates that he may have been on his way to Alabama soon after the
Revolutionary War. Lim Rock was being settled before Alabama was a state in December 1819.

These opportunity seekers came down the mountain passes from Tennessee and down the
Tennessee River to near Guntersville. Some of them stayed. Others stayed for a while and moved
on to Texas and to other parts in the west with the great western expansion of the nation.

Some liberties have been taken with the map of the roads. Extrapolations have been made
from interviews with people who have lived in the area since the 1920's and before. They told
where the wagon roads and trails were located. They passed along the stories of their parents and
grandparents.

Woodville became crowded. There were only a few civil service jobs. Bars, blacksmith
shops, stores and cobbler shops furnished a few jobs. Mostly, settlers were on their own. They had
to find land and homesites. They had to locate building materials for their cabins and have means
to deliver them to their chosen cabin sites. Oxen, horses and mules were needed for the muscle.
Gaps in the mountains and slopes of the mountains were used to traverse to the other side. These
slopes and gaps became the wagon roads and later the public roads and the railroad beds.

Wagon roads followed the edge of the mountain, thus, avoiding the bottoms and the steep
creek banks. William H. Stephens settled near the gap east of Woodville. The area became known
as Stephens' Gap. The Peters family had settled the nearby area known as Peters' Cove.

As the Houks and others moved to the area they had to move a little further. Some of them
went north of Woodville, up the mountainsides using the passage that later became County Road
8 that passed around the mountaintop toward other passable slopes into the coves of Lim Rock.

Some of the Houk, Coffey, and Flippo families settled the small, level spots of the
mountain. They had small garden plots and depended upon the bounty of the mountainside for
their livelihood. Building material for homes was abundant, Food from animals was ample. A
community that later became known as Nat was established.

Other members of the Houk family settled east of Stephens’ Gap. Some went along the
foothills of the mountain and setiled at the head of what became known as Shiffman's Cove.
When they settled at the head of the cove, they were cloge to their relatives who settled the
mountaintop to the west of the cove. These family relationships created closer identities than did
they with Lim Rock as the community grew cast,



EARLY SETTLERS

Two interesting grave markers in the D

odson Cemetery:
e : -

%

Left: o . Right:

IN MEMORY OF In

WILLIAM DODSON, Memory of

BORN George W. Consort
JUNE 10, 1793, of Caroline Williams
DIED Born Aug. the 25th, 1808
MAY 11, 1872. Died Mar. the 24th, 1861

William Dodson's stone shows the oldest birthdate of any of the markers in the nine cemeteries of Lim
Rock.

The oldest marked stone in the nine cemeteries of Lim Rock stating the date of death is in the Dodson
Cemetery. It reads:

daughter of James P.
and Martha

Dotson who

departed this life May
the 16 D. 1837. Aged 4
years 6 months and

26 days



Simeon Perry Houk (5/15/1818 - 1/4/1879) and Tobitha Murray Houk (12/24/1818 - 7/1/11912)

Travelers had to find passable passages. They had to find fords in the creeks and avoid

- bogs. As they came east from Stephens' Gap for about a mile they found that they could approach
~ the cove by cutting through by what was later used as the Gentle Cemetery and come out near
where Henry Swearengin settled. From there they used the dry, east side of the cove to move
north around the springs and caves to settle in with an adequate water supply.

Other travelers could move on east from Stephens' Gap to the creek and go south along the
_ creek bank. They could follow the creek south to where William Dodson and William Houk

~ settled to follow the mountain foothills on toward Aspel and Scottsboro. Later when the railroad
- was built, an overpass was constructed so traffic could still flow without having to go up a steep

- railroad bed. Traffic could veer off this road to serve the settlement of Lim Rock.

Stagecoaches serviced these roads from Woodville to Scottsboro. Roads were rough to

_ traverse. Horses and stages had to be switched sometimes. As they were switched, people began

- torefer to the stop (after the owner of the stop) as Boyd's Switch. Mail was left off at the switch

f_ for general pickup. The United States Post Office sent its local mail to Boyd's Switch. Years later

the mail would be sent out by horseback riders. Then it was sent by buggy to those areas that had
passable roads.

As the settlers came looking for land and jobs, they brought with them great survival

~ skills. They brought with them their guns, tools, saws, and things like the shoe lasts. As they came
and settled, they set up their small businesses like blacksmith shops, grist mills, and sorghum
mills. Some people did service jobs from their home such as mending shoes, making handles for
tools, or shingles for homes and barns. They could file saws, make smoothing irons, spokes for
wagons, and a hundred other things. They were self-reliant and independent.
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They came from Tennessee, Kentucky, and Carolina. They came by wagon and by the
Tennessee River, looking for unclaimed land and ways to make a living. Formal school was
limited and the language was simple. Since means of communication were limited, much of the
language remained untainted, with words being spelled as they were heard. Words were often
distorted as the need arose to express new ideas.

Everything the family owned could be brought on the wagon. The family Bible was a part
of the valued possessions. If something lost its utilitarian value it was left at the house when the
family moved. Guns were necessary. People often lived off the land including both animals and
vegetation.

One- or two-room cabins were built around springs. People who owned no land would
move around as jobs became open in the mines, or timber industry, or sharecropping. They might
g0 10 a timber stand, harvest it, and move to the next job.

As late as 1940 some homes were inaccessible except by horseback or walking. With
some efforts, wagons might get to them. When a family moved into one of the houses, a wagon
would take the furnishings as far as it could go. At the road's end furnishings would be carried by
hand the rest of the way. Some people liked the isolation. Others lived there because of necessity.

These hardy people showed fierce independence. They would readily help a neighbor but
they did not want too much meddling. They saw nothing wrong with having some wine and corn
squeezings and frowned upon any government attempt to regulate their lives. Settlers of Jackson
County, especially the mountain dwellers, were strong in their beliefs in freedom.

When the Civil War came, most of the people did not feel obligated to participate. They
could not identify with anyone owning another person. Each family had its hands full to support
itself. The mountain people were especially vocal in their hatred of the few landowners who
owned slaves. A few people did join the Federals, because they wanted no part in secession.

The war did come to North Alabama. When it came, the people did resist the Union troops
as the Federals ran roughshod over North Alabama in 1862. The troops pillaged, burned homes,
robbed and bushwhacked Southemners in the streets and in the homes. In 1862 mostly boys under
sixteen and men 45 or older were available to resist; therefore, there was little defense. Lim Rock
offered its meager resistance in skirmishes.

On January 16, 1830 one of the first railroads to be chartered in Alabama ran from
Tuscumbia to Sheffield. After this date other railroads were chartered. By 1853 Memphis,
Tennessee and Charleston, South Carolina were connected by passenger service with the
Memphis-Charleston Railroad. This line ran through Huntsville and Lim Rock to Chattanooga.
This was the economic force that the Union troops felt a need to encounter as they wreaked havoc
all across Jackson County. These experiences are still painfully remembered by some of the Lim
Rock residents who are in their 70's as they retell stories handed down by their grandparents.

Immediately following the section on railroads there is a section on land acquisitions and
land titles of some early settlers in the Lim Rock area.
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Some Station Agents and Employees:

T I— o
Oscar Higginbotham, Telegraph Operator
Morris Ennis
Tickes Window Bill Johnson

®
. m Others

The next several pages will show railroad and mining activities of Boyd's Switch. A
careful reading will show how “Old Huldy” was acquired. The contracts will show the equipment
supplied and the building of the spur line. The purchase price of the coal is shown. It is also told

how the coal was to be used.

1879 CONTRACT BETWEEN THE GORDON RROTHERS AND THE MEMPHIS AND
CHARLESTON RAILROAD TO DEVELOP AND ORERATE THE COAL MINES AT BOYD'S

SWITCH

1572 CONTRACT BETWEEN THE GORDON BROTHERS AND THE MEMBHIS AND
CHARLESTON RAILROAD TO SELL NEEDED RAILROAD EQUIPMENT TO DELIVER

COAL TO BOYD'S SWITCH




CC_1_ R c A 6 e _0)
TR ANBSBSPORTATIONMUSTETUM
320 Church Street  Huntsville, AL, 35801 (205) 539-1860

CHAIRMAN
Guy J. Spencer, Jr.

VICE CHAIRMAN
April 14, 1993 Steve E. Tondera

Marlin Tucker
Rt, 1 :
Tanner, AL 35671

Dear Mr. Tucker:
Well, we don't have much information on Boyd Switch, or Lim Rock.

In Place Names in Alabama, by Virginia O. Foscue (University of Alabama Press,
1989), under "Lim Rock':

"Settlement with PO at 344020N0861118W in Jackson Co. on the
Southern RR. Originally called Boyd Switch for John Boyd, a
local merchant. Later Walter S. Gordon made a contribution
to the Methodist church on the condition that the village
be named Lim(e) Rock, a name descriptive of the rocks used
in the local lime kiln. Boyd Switch PO estr. in 1870, Lim
Rock PO in 1882."

Ms. Foscue got her information from John R. Kennamer's History of Jackson
County, Alabama (Winchester, Tenn.: Southern Printing and Publishing Co.,
1935).

From an article written by Catherine Gilliam, "Memphis and Charleston Stations
and Stops," under "Lim Rock";

"Originally called Boyd's Switeh, Lim Rock first appeared in
the M & C records in 1880. It is probable that a cotton
platform or small depot was built there about that time,
although none was listed in the M & C reports. In the 1895
report, the Lim Rock depot is listed 'in good conditionm.'"

And under "Belmont Coal Mine Branch," Mrs. Gilliam writes:

"In 1879 a six mile privaté branch railroad was built from
Boyd's Switch (Lim Rock) to Belmont Coal Mine near the top
of the Cumberland Mountains. They furnished coal for the M
& C Railroad."

The reports that Mrs. Gilliam refers to are the Annual Reports of the M & C
Railroad. We have copies of these reports at the museum, and you are welcome
to do research in them, if you are interested. Just call first to set up an
appointment. Unfortunately, the only information included for individual
stations is usually Jusp the amounr of freicht shipped from that station %hat

year.

At Virginia Polytechnic Institute in Blacksburg, Virginia, Norfolk Southern
has placed, on loan, their archives of all the railroads that eventually
became a part of Norfolk Southern. Many of the Memphis and Charleston records
are there. In a box of correspondence, contracts, etc., there is a file
labeled "Miscellaneous Agreements and Correspondence, 1879." In this file is
én agreement by which the Memphis and Charleston Railroad sold a steam loco-
motive for $ 3,000 to John B, Gordon, E. C. Gordon, and Walter S. Gordon, at
Boyd's Switch, for use at their coal mine. The M & C RR agreed to buy coal
from these gentlemen as part of the agreement.

I'm sorry we don't have any more information tham this, but I hope it is
helpful to you.

Sincerely,

T Rl

David Reid
Curator
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CREDIT

The previous eight pages of information regarding the contracts of 1879 between the
Gordon Brothers and the Memphis and Charleston Railroad were furnished by and credited to:

NORFOLK AND WESTERN RAILWAY ARCHIVES COLLECTION

VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE AND STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
P. O. Box 90001, Blackburg, Virginia 24062-9001

About the turn of the century a Major Eugene Gordon owned a home in Athens, Alabama
known as the Lane-Gordon home. It was well-known because of its octagonal shape. Until the
1950's it was located on the site of the present First Baptist Church.
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This document shows the development of a corporation by the Jackson County oA
Commission for the Pierce Development Incorporation. “ﬂ

" 2 %{Mz?“ gammaw&nadd’ %{dé ............................................ e%m, 78

3081 —Ala

CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION,
OoF

PTERCE DEVELOPUSNT COIPANY,

. We, the undersigned in erder te ferm a ~cerperation un-ier mnd pursuant
te ARTICLE # 14 ef Chapter 63 ef the Cede eof the Sta®e of Aladems, de haredy
eortify as fellews, te-wit: )

Pirst: The naxe ef the esrporation bs PIERCE DEWELOPMENT COMPANY,

Seeond: Tre ebjeets for hwhiek the eerperatien is fermed are:

Te ‘waquire, ewn, lease, eeeupy, use, develeve or deal in lan's eentaining
eeal, grs, erss oF ciher minerals, ar minera) substanees, (lse timder er agricul-
tursal lands, .

Te earry en the business ef mining, ¢eal ¢r st er minerals, mineral sudstsnees
er eres, quarrying stene an d Ilunbdering, upen the lerds of the com;anyp er upen
any ether lands; an'l te bere ‘er prospost fer the same,

Te mnufacture edke, lunder, briek, eement ani rny and all other predusts er
by-préduets thercef, er of +n¥ Llends evmed, aequired, leased er occupied by the
esmpany; te buy, sell er etherwise te deal er traffie in, coel, coke, eres, wwe-,
lumber; stene snd u‘my of the preducts er yy-preducts theresf and any etker preduct:
‘o hy-preducts ef tWe lands ef the gepany.

Te ty sell and deal in ;eneral mershandise in cenneetion with the
i ¢t er business eof the ulpnﬁl, ani $e establiak, equip and earry en sterss for

e same, SN B ’ :

" Te earry en the business ef azrieulture, and te estadlish, maintain and
earry en experimntal farms er azricultural statiens in cenneetien with the
preperties of the eempany, er etherwise, as Ray he Aesmed ealeulatas:d te promete
the business e the company or te enhanee the value T its preperties.

Te censtruct, malntain and enrry en nrills, Tasteries, sters nhouses, Neuses
for empleyeces an‘'l warks and equipment eof all kinda nesessary er cenvenlient in
eondieting the business of the sompany.,

Te aequire, ewm, lease, Build or sparate in esnndetiasn with the preportiae +f,
er fer transperting the preruets ef the scompany, rallreeds, /leeks, resds, tram »re:
eanals, barges, tew beats, terminal }uilitias an'l ether means of transpsrtatien.

Te engagz® in snd carry en any ether lawiul manufacturing, mining,
quarrying, ceatruetieng er merehandlising business, or eny other lawful business:
sapahle o beinz senvehently earried sn in eennsetion with the adove #» ealaulat:
te enhanse the value e the preperty er bualnens of THN Sompany.

Phird: the locctdion o8 t‘:a'?rinci—‘seﬂ. effMoe in tle Mats of Alabane shall be
AT LHRe.Clty 87 Bridg®psit, In the Csunty of Jeskdsn anid State ef ARADAmB.

Peurth: Thé ameunt of thé tetal autherlze carito’. stesk of the cempany is ene
hunrres anrd twenty Tive thesudand ($125,000.00) ‘8llars, ‘Uvided inte twelve
hundred and fifty {1250) o ares o the par velue of §100 each anl yhe emeuyny
el the saDltsl stesek with whioh then eempany xhall hagin husiness is tiirty ens
theusasdd; three hundred (3 71,200.00) 4edlarn,

Fifth: The name and pesta=sffiee ardress ef the effiaer rdesi mated te reaivas

subseripytiens is as fellews:
Ralph W, Pieree, ;663 Main St.,Buffale, N. Y.

Sixth: The namean: pest effiee addresses e” thie ineorporaters and the number
of shares subscrihbed by eaeh are as fellews:

NANES -~ —POST OFFICE ADDRRGSES, {BR O FIARES (RS

V. Hett Pierae, ;663 Main St., Buffsle, N.Y.

Ry V. Pleree, 063 Muin St., Buffale, N. Y.

Franklin D, Plerae, Leg Islan:i,Pest 0ffiee, Jasksen Couty, Ala,
ugh C. Pleree. Reurd Rresk, N. J.

Ralph V. Pieree # GG3 Main St. Buffaloe,N. Y.

F. Tuane Pierae Jr, #GG3 Hein St. Bu ‘fale, N, Y,

Ve Nl LA TN Q@ Wamemn RIA>. Rnuffalse. N. Y.
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This document shows stocks and their worth in the Pierce Development
Incorporation. It also shows the daily order from the sawmill at Lim Rock.

ALaBama, Sawmills in 1S15. 29

Kennepy. S. Ry.
Bellﬁzl)[olloman 40, YP, WO, RO, G, Po, Ui, Tu, 20-80, t, Dim, K Fin, (Two
mills
LARKINSVILLE. y
E. L. Kendall& 3 Co, 50-50, RY, RedCelbr.  Sce also Huntsvillo.
L.u'liaolp MLl.‘fc(9 Yl \ I
athro rCo. bO Y, WO, RO, G, Do, 6040, 1, S21-16-16, 1)24-8- 20-2
4 Flg, I,)Bds, Dim. B,
~ | Laws Lanpina. Water.
W. N Bain, 8, YP WO RO, G, Do, Ct, Be, SI3, Hi Sy, Wa, 75-25.
Lax. N.C.&St. L. Ry.
L. W Brockway& Bm 4, WP, Ce, WO, RO, TIM, SM G, Po, C't, Be, SI2, WA
Hi, Sy, 20-80, 1, SI19-21-19. " Sce also Huntsvillo and Madison. ’
LetantoN. 8. R Ry.
J. T. Landers, 5, RO, RL, SE, e, 60-10, 1, SI18-12-16, RO.
LEXINGTON. Below Brus See I¢ lmuu e, Ala., .nul Loretto .m(l St Joseph, Tenn,
Lix Rock. (8. Ry~ ScuTHERN RY. connec tion
Pierco fopment Co.CONL, N, Ce, WO, RO, Do, Ct, Ba, WA, 1i, 90-10,
S20-8-24, D20-6-14, R; Lo, WO, RO™> 2,, cco FT. me 3OARD CAPACITY SAwMILL
LINEVILLE AB. & A R I
. B. Gasiou, 5, Y, 40- IO 8, S18-6-4, Cly, I'ly. Nce also 1iellin,
Lxswm A.T.&N. Ry.
" C. L. Gray LbrCo. 35, YI, 20-80, 1, S60-20-20, 160 -16- 20, Fety.  Scealso Pachuta
and West King, Miss.
Lirreevitte. N. A Ry.
A. D, \V]utlock 3 Yl’ \\'H Ty €3 Py BEL €L 32 om

Form S. D. 10~T. T. Co. LIMA LOCOMOTIVE WORKS, INC. gwupr o
' - ‘/sx-:rmcr: DEPARTMENT CARD
3,.,,“ Pierce Developmeast Comnaay,
;hm Offices Bridgevort, Ala. . o+~ N r___L—‘[/-‘-_.",__Q__ =i, Y %“ ST
Oﬁ" jcer in Charge . _ J«_D. Plerce™ .~ s e : : s :
Purchasing Agent 82716 LB'}/ '| W MR | B | ween s Soldto
~ Road Name 82M8 — __Busines: NLS & Coal IR Pkl B
Milesge . 113 Gage 36 & 563 Ra30. & 40 257 | __ hi_l.a_ss ER
")lax:mum Curve .__2_50_ . .. _WeightLimits_ 60_____ _ L b -.._!...._.. i e
Maximum Grade. _5}’ With or Against Loads ,_With R —— S S | -,-!_ - __:_ S |
Maximum Loads Empties S S - Q R (S !
Location of Terminal_L1Brock, Ala. N N S ..’\ _— S )
Mrest Railroad _80uthera Station _ Li:moch._Ala.L ; S p— b= ._;./)_.__l ] I
; Zstimated Time Locomotive Will Be Needed . li . _—'_‘;\j;—u“-_i.\i'._h“;f:_— } l 1'
- [ — - S -
F - i I
= 1 . LOCOMOTIVES OF OTHER TYPES IN SERVICE
e S ?_-,_..\_\.!..
: L Road.\'o.[ Builder | Type \Vei:hl{ Built Condition
At | X
Possibility N~ NeedsMi1ll a0t opsrati ng_&_u___; | 8ald. | 4g08] 30 |srO
- _ vequipmeat for sale (C.S. 4-16=20) : Porter Ox0 ] 14 N.G.
N | Daveapdrti42| 12 N.G.
S — Re _I8a | 4503 STO.
E SR |
Notes _. i e e R S e, Y, 'L !
e . e oo e ey G . @ i - it 3 —t - 3 ' —— ' = 1 L
.+ A ——— . s et . i = ek | — P PEE B e ot it S S = o o S+ Sy S & '. l
E. — S e SEENESS : i
N R T b ;
| — — = — ~ D —
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> Due to this writer's self-limited definition of the parameter of Lim Rock, little effort was
“made to tell the story of the life around the Belmont Coal Mines and the community that later
became known as Pierceton. Pierceton consisted mainly of 15-20 houses, a commissary, a
<awmill and a vault. A post office was established for a time at Pierceton. The included contracts
_'chcribc the work of the Gordon Brothers in railroad building and coal mining.

: Later doctors E. D. Pierce and R.V. Pierce bought the coal mining fields and tried their
efforts at coal mining and timber harvesting. They are probably better remembered by local
people as the doctors who sold their patent medicines on the radio. The Heritage House at
Scottsboro has a few empty bottles showing the home remedies of the doctors.

: The Pierce family, with J. D. Pierce named as the officer in charge, formed a corporation
in Jackson County. The incorporation operated on the 3-mile spur line to the main station at Lim
- Rock with an additional 5-6 miles of small gauge tracks up the incline and across the benches of

the mountain to the coal mines.
Business documents, dated April 16, 1920, of the Pierce Development Company show

:jft'hat the sawmill was not operating and that all equipment was for sale. Coal Mining continued on
 until the middle 1930's. All activity was discontinued and the metal, including Old Huldy was

‘_:'-sold for scrap metal.

% R

'py
&
& W
To Fork Mountain L 5
0 (Ought) Mine é?.:
Pierceton Settlement S i}’

Dinky 2-3 miles

PIERCETON SEITLEMENT

8 _allo track ta Lim Rank

7°

1y |

E The information on this map and the following tidbits came from the memories of Earl

j_ Bishop, age 90, and Gentry Hastings, age 72. Earl at one time owned property that included some
- of the incline. Gentry has all his life listened and learned from people older than himself. Now he
f‘{" shares his knowledge. He has walked the incline and the other narrow-gauge tracks. Both of these
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men have clear memories of the railroad activities.

‘ The steep incline went from the tipple to a bench of the mountain, a distance of about one
 half mile. There a steam engine was mounted. It had a “drum” for the cable. The cable was

- connected to the small cars. The loaded cars were lowered on tracks to the bottom of the incline,

- The Tipple. There they were emptied into a hopper-like chute that fed into the cars on the big spur
line for transportation to the station at Lim Rock.

: Local people referred to the top of the mountain area as “The Drum.” The bottom area was
referred to as “The Tipple.” Sightseeing trips were made to The Tipple and The Drum.

A “dinky” engine pulled cars along the relatively level area of the bench to a second drum
“and engine. This second drum brought coal down from the main coal mine known locally as the
“Ought” mine. Mines had been assigned numbers with the last two to be known locally as the 0

:(ought) and the 00 (double ought) mine.

Trucks and wagons also hauled coal and logs from the Pierceton area. County Road 119
extended up through the sinks to the commissary area. The homes were served by the rough road.

There was a small community of houses at the head of Gentle's Cove for the families of
the mining and timber employees. In addition to the activities around the coal chute there was a
water tank for the industry and local families. The water tank was fed by a 3-4 inch pipe that
tapped into a spring a little way up the mountain near the incline. In addition to this tank, water
‘was also brought from the Blowing Cave to the nearby homes.

Some written records indicate that a sawmill at the head of Gentle's Cove at first harvested
Ember for the material used in the incline and railroad construction, including ties, bridges and
estle. After the construction was completed sawmill activities took place around the community
the coal mines. The lumber wag trangported down the incline to the big spur line. Some of the
Jamber was hauled out over the mountain to Larkinsville on its way to Bridgeport. The Pierce
Company was prepared to saw 25,000 board feet of lumber a day.

_ Neither Earl nor Gentry can remember any strong lumber activitics of the Pierce

Cr mpany. Neither can remember lumber being brought down the incline by a company. Earl
smsmbered when Dave Rousseau, who lived nearby, rigged up his own tractor to lower lumber
Sown the incline. Earl and Gentry both remember when individuals would go to the drum and, for
Ssils, ride down the incline by using sticks or chunks of coal to regulate the speed of their

- < "’ t.

Today Pierceton and all the homes of the town are gone as footnotes in history, and so has
®= mining activity around the outer limitg of Lim Rock.
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LAND TITLES AND LAND ACQUISITION OF SOME EARLY SETTLERS
IN THE LIM ROCK AREA

Most of the information was secured from the private files of Olan Rexford (Shorty) and
Evclyn Rousseau Kennamer. They own most of the Will Dave Rousseau farm. Many of the
original papers of the Rousseau-Houk families have been passed along with the new ownership.

Methods of acquiring land are shown with the various documents. The examples shown
 are copies of original documents signed by President Martin Van Buren in 1839 and by President
Ulysses S. Grant in 1876. President Grant's document indicated the 100th year of Independence of
the United States.

! One document shows that in January 1881 Josiah Stevens secured 40 acres of land by the
Pre-emption Laws. No one else had claimed the land so he was free to register his claim.

Simeon Houk, in November 1876, homesteaded his 120 acres for $3.00 through the
~ Homestead Laws.

Most of the titles in the Kennamer files are handwritten. Men nearly always signed the
- documents. Land was nearly always in a man's name. Many men who signed along with their
- wives signed with their “mark or seal,” perhaps indicating the inability to write. Land was sold
~ using objects on the terrain as boundary markers. Deeds could read such as: the land that lies
_ between the oak tree on the east, the big rock on the north side to the creek on the south and back
~ to the Stevens' line on the west. Homes could be, and were, built on land with such descriptions.

T ST =~

Reuben Chatman Rou
(1802-2000) sseau

j‘ ,é,){ ﬁ/ o Jeace) Lasel
} s {,2 et L. «:/”‘%4--4/ M’*/?-a”“{
JE& 4 - 0/ //4/{2 Seel G Thswne Jldp 4 -
"\?*%":7/‘ 4( « 20 ac;ﬂu?d 2t . c///’Z/’/ 07(%///’{'
B sensy o C/ ek = /’//”/;ga%ﬂ¢/774495
. c/g/«% SEg A YIS L Ry E
7% JeorT ofC - Te Kpoett ¢ @l JF aciy
S Sea Fo Fand (7 F A L £

21




*usdng UBA UTAIEH JuspTeedd £q peudys SuM YNOH UOSWTG JOJ JULWNIOP PUBT 6E8T STUL

P RS R i
i el '

\.F,Ekﬁ n§mk§§a§=§§u§,"\..r.\ x\,-“. J\ \\ \ \\ \\
byl it \

7y Y \ 7, \\ 2 \\\\& LINAQISTUT THL Ad
\. )v@& gtcds \\\\ ooy
SALVLS GALINA ANL J0 FAONAGNAITGANK 27 Jo w.u il W pup pospuny ySio % paog
4no fo avofi 2y} w A \\.\“ Jo fivp ~\ \\ 7 \ 2] ‘NOLONIHSVAL J0 AXID 2] Iv ‘puvy fius opuy NEaT®

%s% opunasoy 99 0y QEES anvi
NS W o TUTS W P NGV 0 0 0 s §= panm sy SRFONWTIRVY {10 STHWHE QDGNIRA TN OO GIRT@ROSTEG
ohins \\\ e \\\\\\ C T 'JoTIAHM ANOWLLSHL NI
. e \

~a3n2.40f suSssn ?E :Gc g 0] pup — — ; >y NS L4277 g 2y} ojun ‘Furduopy
oJunILY} ‘2UNIDU  AII0SIDYM .\.e sooupwajnddp  pup ‘snpunwun ‘soSaparad ‘spySia ayp v ypm woypSo) wws 3 ATOH O ANV o g& 0 x«%ﬁ aaoqn | Joni) § ‘saray W\ oy puwi
n\ o s1uasaid asayy fig puv

\ \\\x rr sy ® 2y OJun \L\ VIO az4 HA
‘USMLNVUD ANV NTAID TAVI ‘papracsd pup sppus s yons up ‘eso4duc) fo spov ppiaase s.s s Nxa ..ws % Jo uolnopisuod w PIONUWANCE A0 STLEELS WHLIA

W mu X MONY MON 05 2T e\
pws ay; hg pasvyound uag epy vy pins ywym YIVAINAD WOAITAAUAS Iy fig 8&.0 PUOT DU Y] 0] pauingos ‘spupg pis S\\ Jo aua.:: ur So \kﬁug% ayyp o7 \N&
v

= iyp 20 18RS F«\ \\\Vv\\\wx\ N\\Q\\\ s Iy.\;\.\Q \\\@ \\\\\\\\\\\\\\.\\ ‘Gore s x\\\
Iy o LSO Pl TP T &x\ A i N
/.

7 i > > » L, ) ’, \ / \
2 \\\VK\ 2 \ 27 \w“ 2 2T {2 \\\\ P g\:\m\ %Q\\ 2470 \ \\\ \\\\ﬁ\ /o
N L2 \,\\ \\ \«\Xk y\.&.\. Sepung npgng sa JO s ayp wof :e.z».z& saypanf Fuy :%.u panw ‘os81 udy fo 5\ a7 .\. { fo 38585& 2y 07 Suptooon

o : - 3 vewreeey pgios ) fg apous wog evy quswdid ynf joys savaddo g3 figa sy
TP E\Q\ 2210 EPIAA0 ANV'T THL J0 UALSHIFU 2, ts . .a:% ) fo AOTAAO ANVT TUUANTD i ¥ prsodp - vy
4 \\ s, 1ty VY ) SYVIHHHHM

\\\MN\\\\Q\ :\;\NV\\Q PSP A,
:Hhwppaa.nxp ‘awod ppuys mnzenu&aﬁ a\ §§ ew 38 o \\ Q P

"VOLNMAWY J0 STLV.LS CLLIND FILL Vo




*quelg ‘g sessATn JuepIsetd £q peudys sur suoydeqg YEIsop J0J qUOUMOOp PUVT 9LET STUL

“291fJg. puvy posruag. 3] Jo .a?awuﬁ .|r|||/\.a.$,,....|ﬁu = \\d\ﬂwxv\,m\\.~|l INMWMU &u&.

.beEgg%VAlst\Ni.Qll @.@ q o

/ lu,,“m\“.wﬁuwu&\:\»&,\\. 2L IS PR T
w \& éx..\«&\%&@« 29 X Py 7 \ TR NWN\\\ \Q\Ww i \@u\“MS\ \\%\Mﬁ%&\\ U9 Prog" 12 \ 1ol
2y Up-—7 57 w,e\mﬁ\.\“\\\.\& \Q\ - : \‘\xw‘ﬁ\“\m 4 .N&\M\‘Q\ wm\\\ \&\\& v\\ 2 MQ«S.\\ &% rpun udal@)
# \\.»3\& QUNANTY ) P xv\\% Va8 \Q\&&.M 2y \& 775 \\\\ Vaiid \\Fv\swm@, =
T T L R R el a ar o LA L
S i N\\\ Eﬁ\%\@. v sy

, /

g P PP

R«kﬁk\‘,\\%&\\ n‘ \\Nﬁs Y&%&t \& V227 \V&. “9 PIOY 03 U B A8 OF, \Q\‘G\c\ aepr Valr \& y \\ = S
= o S \\N\\.\Nw. \Qﬁ\\Ul\d\Vd.\\N\lx\\\-S% 7 gur SoJOIE QRMYE, 77 \\ \»\\\%\\\ w0 2 22 .um mony B:@
.VS\R»M .ms\\&&m&v. 292 \W §§ Vi3 \%&& 29 @ preiny T P 2R \m \\wu\%.m.. 2 x 294, \§§ w9 &m\c&%@
e e — S > = 2 ; R —e el
7 / g ™
— T T T T2 N\Q!‘Nw\?\w \\lx.wlmu\ \._.;.»\\ VPIF EDVF m:[.wy JPrAT .H......\N.,uw.uwd\\\\..u\w\ ...vl\wv.w.uvdw\ﬁw\ ”N.,J.l.mv -

R e D e ey S K~ = T2 =y B e |-\\ Ry ..\._|41...|\;_ S Z ey 7 - A —— 14 h\ll\.l. S
A S Ak AR i [t A s AT are Rk s A A it il A
v il g s s s sl Bl
o u\ mzy g Apuegfucr 12 Vxﬁt&&k&i& \%\\m \e&\\\.»\\w&\@\\.u %23) 1Y e e =S |\.\w\.\w.\..\\\.\w\\ wv — \\-W s \“
g 4 @Ry \Q&S&QN\\\\ o0 7Y UV wunnogss PPRLET PYp 1O VIGRLG JUNJIv 0) POy POUCOZST DINII0 0[50, WM%\ \g\\a. 208 \\Q\& v

\3&8& \&% 2w 9 \5\»\\3\ 7247 Q%& 2 P \\.se\..ak ey A AR T 17 qﬁa vW\\\N\. \NVN\EQ w\\dww 27 %\\% Viico 34 \ %\Q&%

TR TLIRG Y
7,
—FITF G R E7 P >T277E K.NNNW\..\QW\K\U. £

o fo gy © rms g, .o A P Pl o v gty ey vy 4 SRR w.& 77 m\“- S NOLLVOITIY
‘ . T 7 /7 TON fmognry purIsIWo]]

S R

:Buigasaq) omos Jplis symasasd ssofly mofm of 1jv 0 S
VOISAWY 40 SHLVELS dULINA JHL A




 FINAL RECEIVER'S RECEIPT, No. 567 appLICATION, No.. 5./ 8.7

HOMESTEAD.

-

the sum

: RECEIVED ofﬁfmm 7 ,
of \5// m_._....,.............m dollars cents,

:7, being the balance of payment required by law for the entry Of ... :

NS4 N4 Sec (5 JE7 SEs See f
S T J’m”/

of Section /e f f/ X J/ in Township /' of Rangde % éﬂﬂg
containing Agﬂ 'j/ acres, under Section 2291 of the

Revised Statutes of the United States. -

5.5 2 % g
e }fewiver.
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(We. 18))

DECLARATORY STATEMENT

For Cases Where the Land is not Subject to_Private Entry.

o ¢‘¢A %‘“—’ (J" u— C-:)
sk / . , of- Vo , bemg"/“" ~Z
- J -
have, on the...%..day of /,';""“7 , 1881, settled and improved the.S < Koz
¥ /I & 2-

.- quarter section No..... { {, of rande .N'q‘d, . the distriet of lawds sidh-

B . = #w‘_‘, ,-0“4.« L. ‘2, @

- ject to sale in the Land-Office at. , and containing..

acres, which land has not yet been offered at public sale, und this rendered
subject to private entry ; and Ido hereby declare my intention to claim the
said tract of land as « pre-emption right under section 22359 of the Rerised
Statutes of the United States.

Given under my hand this .= 7 day of ... 0T, 4. D. 188 ¢

In presence of ... ..
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[4—536.]

Zand Office at . ..
, /88

................................................. s tars e aéy/at/
o otlais, e %pyaéz’d and Decavet’ s /éw,
& /é @ @écézealaay ﬂa{emen{, e er%/ w/ele% o /ﬂe@ ﬂofﬂmééen./

Receiver.

. B /m.'z}f'/(z ///mb/ e /',;31,
74

firng he :g/% e W ﬁ//af Vo @ec&zwlfaéy :?/a/emwn/, . ﬁ%

zbmd/t/'é ; 64 %
W anies, Jt///m./(yém
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1
W ARRAINITYT DEED. Reuben Chatman Rousseau

(1842-1901)
THE STATE OF ALABAMA,

Fe e CoOUnty.

THAT, WM‘. P A Lot o/
For and in consideration of the sum of_%/ 410&/-4

} KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PREEENTS:

Dollars,

.to._.ﬁ__mhandpazdby /ﬂ. /'6 Rt acer

mvpt*whcreof 8 hereby acknowledged, ~ AarL __ havethis day bargained, sold
K these.presents bargair, sell and convey to the said

_ R Mot L .

k-ara, admnwtrators /a.nd assigns, the following described tract or parcel of land, to-wzt

il s QW_AMJG’ s %T/Mﬁ &.«ﬁ“
_;af_,;.,/’ .;MA_A, /,é.,m ag M ,,//ﬂv.__
.J(_M%_Jf &wt.ﬂ.gw M’/; W‘Mf&d

e M it Aok Yy B 25 A

—————

situated, lying and being in the County of ﬁwax—‘_ and State of Alabama. |
To have and to hold unto him, the said /% Kot 2ec~ 4/

heirs, executors, administrators and assigns forever, in Fee Simple, and . Atrtse . ...
hereby covenanywith the sazd_‘_ﬂ..fé_@-sf!w that
P . S i %" 4o “Seized in fee of the aforegranted prémaises, L
and have the right to sell and corvey the same, and . 42X .. . do hereby warrant
the title. to the aforegranted premises, and agree forever to defend the same from the
lawful dlaims of all persons whatsoever.

' In te;?timony of all which....45H.......... e RETEUNTO SEL...0%a 2. Rand  and seal

this'— 28 day of_cdlenab. .. 188/

Signed, Sealed and delivered in the presence of

il Ls 8ol
(L. 8.)
(L. S.)

chiies. .!jt_;_g_,__.“ S
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The above statements show the handwritten record showing the birthdates of some of the
Rousseaus.

rwdedqicd o L7 v
R dfuf SLrrte sy S
9%4/ GG 13y Ailet ey Tt ouk

jlrf’/z (/(é7 C /’//%\/\,}77’ /)/4: B 04) %&“
WM”LCL -/L’a C/(M(tl ‘ //‘ﬁ///k 0% %ou//

=

%c{/y@,// ?,fo&% "/@2//4 / j&m//, |
/aﬂu‘—// %w—j/é |

Q/W.M/% ¢ /\///n 7

The second statement shows the signatures of Tabitha Houk and her children as they agreed to a
common statement in settling the estate of Simeon Houk, her husband.
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The above handwritten statements were made by Will Dave Rousseau for the purchase of land

with a promissory note for $25.00 to Dora M. Flippo. Later he paid Mary J. White $25.00 for her
interest in her mother's estate.
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SOME LEGENDS AND STORIES OF LIM ROCK

As any thoughtful reader can observe, most of this writer's effort at telling the Lim Rock
~ story has had the philosophy and working conditions of the working person as the centerpiece of
emphasis. Making a living was difficult for nearly everyone.

Benjamin Rousseau and his family have been kind enough to share some of their thoughts
and information to be recorded as part of the legacy of the times. Their mother, Dora Gentle
Rousseau, died while the children were still young. In 1932, not long after Dora died, their father
Charlie, at age 38, also died. They are buried in the Johnson Cemetery.

Their deaths left five young children. The children moved into the home of their
grandparents. Will Dave and Ellen Tipton Rousseau raised the children in Shiffman's Cove. The
grandparents were used to crowds at their home. Will Dave was a farmer and Primitive Baptist
preacher and a leader among the association churches. At conference time 75 or more people
might spend the night at his farm. Many people today remember Elder Will Dave as having
performed the marriage ceremony when they got married in the 1930's.

Benjamin remembers his father as being a salesman for Zenoil Products and Health 'O. He
would travel to peddle his products. His products were pie fillings, marshmallow creme, and soft
candy in five-gallon cans. Charlie would put on his company identification badges and make his
business calls.

Hurshel and Bernice Stephens Rousseau
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When Charlie died, he left two cars. Hurshel got one and Benjamin got one. The Great
Depression was raging. It was difficult for anyone (much less a ten-year-old boy) to even get
gasoline for a car. Benjamin offered to sell his car to an acquaintance for $10.00. The man did not
have the $10.00. He made a counteroffer of $9.75 because that was all the money he had.
Benjamin accepted, and the new owner drove off in his bargain car. Other instances are known
when people just moved off and left their perfectly good cars or gave them to neighbors who,
more or less, later abandoned them. People did not have cash to repair and operate cars.

Benjamin fondly remembers how hard his family worked to secure each other's economic
needs. Gathering fodder is especially vivid in his mind. Fodder is the leaves, or sometimes the
stalks, of corn after the ears of corn have been gathered.

Sometimes a short stick would be used to knock the leaves to the ground. Then they would
be gathered. This procedure would help to avoid contact with the skin. Most often the leaves
would be gathered with one hand and stacked in the crook of the other arm. When the arm was
full, the gathering was called a hand. A blade of corn was used to wrap around the hand of fodder
and tucked to secure the bunch. Three hands were called a bundle.

If the whole stalk was cut, it could be shocked tepee style in the field. If only the leaves
were gathered, they were usually stored in the barn until they were fed to the farm animals as
forage. Fodder was often gathered at night after the dew had formed. The moisture would help
prevent the corn thistles from sticking into the worker's skin. The prickly surface of the leaves
often would leave one's skin raging with a rash.

From left: Alta Saint, Jordan White,
Anita Olinger, Opal Rounsavall, Joshua White.
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» As Benjamin and other family members worked in the moonlight gathering the winter's
supply of animal feed, he would often look up as the clouds gathered across the man in the moon.
His reflections were, “It looks like someone is burning a brush pile on the moon.” Little did he, or
anyone at the time, envision that man would, within forty years, go from fodder gathering in the
‘moonlight to men walking on the moon.

: One of his first real, money-making jobs was cutting logs west of Stephens' Gap near
Woodville. His wages were $1.25 a day with 25 cents going for transportation. If his ride did not
'show up, he walked the several-mile trip from the head of Shiffman's Cove.

i Walking was no big deal to most youth of Lim Rock. The Rousseau children were used to

walking. They walked from their home in the cove to Lim Rock School. If the weather got too bad
 as the children walked from school, their uncle and aunt, Henry and Sallie Swearengin, near the
~ mouth of the cove would intercept them to get them to spend the night at the Swearengin home.

: When the Lim Rock School burned, the children and others in Shiffman's Cove walked up

- the mountain by way of the Coffey Narrows Road to Nat School. Often the children would make

~ their own paths and trails without adult assistance to get to Nat School. Later when their uncle,

. Dave Rousseau, established the first school bus route with his open, farm truck, getting to school
was not so demanding.

Benjamin was asked to share his experiences at Lim Rock. Much of the information in the
- following statements is in his own words. Of course, it is realized that stories like that of Bradford
~ Houk may be legends. This writer did not try to document. Instead other people, especially at Nat,
- were questioned. The story basically remained the same except some people had varying numbers
. when referring to the Federal troops. Each person that was interviewed was equally emotional

. about the possibility that Bradford was murdered. It is an observable fact that the sinkhole where
Simeon Perry Houk supposedly hid is situated in the mountain above the Houk-Rousseau farms.
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: Beatrice Rousseau Wilbourn, of Huntsville, still owns the spinning wheel mentioned in
 the story. The spinning wheel belonged to her great-great-grandmother Tobitha Murray Houk

e g BN o P e

It was passed along to her grandparents Will Dave and Ellen Rousseau. When it became
time to distribute Will Dave and Ellen's estate, each of their children received a share. Among
other things, son John was to receive a “stand of lard.” His sister, Louinda, was to receive the
spinning wheel. Louinda saw no real need for the obsolete wheel. She saw a real need for the five-

gallon container of lard. She asked her brother to swap their inheritance. She got the lard. John got
the wheel.

', Today John's daughter, Bea, takes great pride in the antique. The spinning wheel was a
- major topic for discussion during the Rousseau-Houk reunion on June 5, 1993.
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THIS IS ONE FAMILY'S LIFE IN EARLY LIM ROCK
IN THE WORDS OF BENJAMIN ROUSSEAU

I would like to share a little information about
the people who lived at the Simeon Perry Houk home 1in
Shiffman's Cove.

I see from the information that I have before me
that Michael Preston Houk and his wife, Lydia Layman
Houk, moved into Shiffman's Cove between 1825 and 1828
since their first child born in Shiffman's Cove was
born in 1827. [Editor's note: See pages 61 and 64] I am not sure
they lived at the same farm where their son, Simeon
Houk, built his house; if they did, it was probably the
log house that set behind the house we lived in as I
grew up from 1922 to 1940.

The old log house had a chimney at the north end
made of limestone rocks. The logs were cedar. We used
this old house for storage of canned food, potatoes,
and many other things like weaving looms, spinning
wheels and corded beds that had been used before my
time.

As I remember, this house was sold by my
grandfather, Willie D. Rousseau, to a pencil mill in
Fayetteville, Tennessee about 1937 or 1938.

I am not sure when Simeon Houk built the house I
grew up in that is still standing on the farm 1in
Shiffman's Cove. I am sure it was before the Civil War,
because there were three hundred Union soldiers who
spent the night there during the war.

They could not find Simeon Houk to kill him. He was
hidden in a hole in a fifty-foot bluff that 1is several
hundred yards from the house. That hole he hid in was
called the sheep hole and was located about a hundred
yards from the spring that ran down 1in dug-out wooden
troughs to the house below.

The Union soldiers thought Grandpa Houk had been
feeding the Rebel soldiers. They wanted to find him to
kill him. I did not ever know whether he had fed any
Rebels or not. Since they could not find him, they found
his sixteen-year-old son, Bradford Perry Houk (born 22
Sept. 1848), and killed him instead. They killed him on
the side of the mountain sometime in 1864.

The women were not harmed by the Union soldiers so
they went up on the mountain and carried Uncle
Bradford's body down for burial.

The soldiers went into the big log smokehouse and
carried out all the meat. What they did not want they
hung on the rail fence in front of the house and burned
it, fence and all, before they lert the rfarm.
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An Artist’s View of the House

Simeon Houk was forty-six years old in 1864 when
they invaded his place. He lived there until January 4,
1879 when he died at age sixty-one.

He was a wood craftsman and built a beautiful
white and blue four-room house of sawed lumber. He
covered it with red cedar shingles. I later helped to
remove the shingles and replace them with the metal
roof that is on the house today.

I lived in this house with my grandfather and
grandmother, Willie D. Rousseau and Ellen Tipton
Rousseau, and my siblings. My siblings were Archie M.
Rousseau, Hurshel B. Rousseau, Marjorie Rousseau
Whitaker, and Eunice Rousseau Bradford. I lived there
from 1932, when our father died, until 1940 when I left
home to be on my own.

THE HICKORY NUT HARVEST AS PASSED ON BY BENJAMIN

This is how I remember a story, as it was told teo
me, of a hickory nut harvest of many years agoe. I do not
know the exact year. It wags when the cut wag being dug
through the mountain between Lim Rock community and
Peters' Cove, northeast of Woodville, Alabama. It 1s
known as Stephens' Gap, where the railroad still
carries trains today through the cut. The time would
have been between 1840 and 1865. The workmen were

39




building the railroad through that area. Grandpa Simeon
Perry Houk and two of his young sons were traveling from
the head of Shiffman's Cove to visit a family in Peters'’
Cove. When they came to Stephens’ Gap they saw a lot of
nice hickory nuts beside the road. The sons decided
they wanted to gather a supply. They let their dad go
on, with a promise to pick them up on his way back.

Grandpa gave his consent and left them, while he
made the trip to Peters' Cove. When he returned to the
hickory nut trees, to his surprise, he came upon one of
the railroad men trying to take a bag of nuts away from
his little boys. He became very angry and chased all the
workers to their camp shack. He dared them to come out.
He felt like he could whip the whole gang. They must
have felt that way, too; because as the story was told
to me, they never came out to challenge that big three-
hundred- pound hunk of man.

These are Benjamin's thoughts on his Uncle Bill Houk when Lee Highway (72) was built

in 1932. When Lee Highway was later routed to the south, the State assigned number 35 to the old
road.

LACE

-~

THE BILL HOUK P

-

~

I would like to say something about the Bill Houk
place located between the highway and the railroad at
the east end of Stephens' Gap.

William Midas “Bill” Houk was the son of Simeon
Perry Houk and Tobitha Murray Houk. He was born 12 July
1845 in Shiffman's Cove, Jackson County, Alabama (Lim
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Rock Community). He married 22 Nov. 1866 to Henrietta
Bowers.

I don't know when Uncle Bill bought this farm or
when they moved there. I remember when the new highway
was built across the farm in the thirties. The log house
they lived in was torn down and another house was built
closer to the railroad. The new house was built of sawed
lumber and is still there.

Uncle Bill's daughter, Cassey Houk, married Marion
Johnson. They lived there until they died.

THE ROUSSEAU-DOTSON HOUSE CONNECTIONS

As we were viewing the old housesite and tumbled
down chimney of the Dotson place, I was reminded of some
of the people who had lived there in my lifetime.

The family that came into my mind the strongest
was the mother and stepdaddy of my half sister when she
was a little girl.

I remember soon after Lorene and I were married,
we caught a bus going east from Huntsville. We got off
the bus at the road that goes up to this housesite. This

trip was in the summer of 1942. My 31ster, Joyce Ann,
was ten years old at that time.

Walter and Gertrude Guffey and Joyce Ann Rousseau
(Davis) lived there in the year of 1942.
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THE HAUNTED HOUSE

Elnora Benson Rousseau Guess

I thought of something that happened when I was
about seven or eight years old at the Simeon Perry Houk
farm in the head of Shiffman's Cove.

This event took place in 1929 or 1930, long after
my Grandpa William David “Will Dave” and Grandma Ellen
Tipton Rousseau had purchased the Houk farm. They
purchased the farm with an agreement to take care of his
grandmother, Tobitha Murray Houk, and his mother, Lydia
Ann Houk Rousseau, as long as they lived. The money
payment was four hundred and seventy-five dollars for
the Houk farm. They raised their six children there.
When the youngest son, Calvin, was nineteen years old,
he became engaged to a young lady whose name was Elnora
Benson of Larkinsville, Alabama. They got married
October 12, 1929, and moved into the little log house at
the foot of the mountain on the north side of the Houk
farm.

The house needed some repairs before the newlyweds
could move in and settle down for their new life
together. Some men went to work and did the repairs.
Uncle Calvin and Aunt Elnora moved in.

A short time after Uncle Calvin and Aunt Elnora
moved in, they would hear some unusual noises in the
house. The noise sounded like something cracking or
perhaps like a gun snapping. They pondered the
situation and decided they would try to find out what
was going on around there that needed explaining.

Maybe someone had been shot in this house. It
might be haunted or “hainted” as they would say in those
days. If that was the case it was a spiritual happening.
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He thought of his father, Will Dave Rousseau. Elder
Will Dave had been a Hard-shell Baptist minister for
many years. He just might find out what this spirit
wanted or why it was there.

He went to see Grandpa. He asked Grandpa if he
would come out and spend the night to see what the
problem was. Grandpa agreed to visit and look into the
situation.

That night the family had a big log fire going in
the huge fireplace. After a while the family all went to
bed. Not long after they retired, Grandpa heard this
popping noise. He, too, wondered what it was. Since he
couldn't see any reason or cause for this noise, he
thought it might be that God wanted to give a message to
someone there.

Grandpa had studied the Bible for many years and
read where people spoke to spirits when they did not
understand their presence or what they were about. He
decided he would speak to the spirit and see what
message might be made known.

He said, “In the name of God, what do you want?”
Well, the spirit did not answer him in any way. The
mystery remained unsolved.

This problem went on until some time later. No
one, not even the preacher, had any idea why the house
was haunted. Then someone started observing the new
repairs to the house. Among other things, there was a
new ceiling. In order to do this repair, they had to put
in new ceiling joists. The new joists had been hewn from
green cedar trees. As the green cedar dried out by the
heat of the log fires, the joists would sway and crack.

Everyone who was puzzled about this problem was
happy to know the house was not haunted.

., =
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Among The 1100 Visitors
Attending the Limrock/Aspel Heritage Day were Jina Rousseau Rearden, seven-month-
old Chloe Bearden, Buarry Rousseau. Hollie Bearden, lonathan Rousseav Lynne
Rousseau and Alta Saint.  They were among the over 1100 prople who passed thenugh
and stopped to visit that day.
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"I remember the Harrison home and what happened while we
lived there from 1928-1932.

The year we moved to the Harrison place was 1928.
William Monroe (Will) Gentle and his wife, Nora Hartman
Gentle, and their several children had lived there. I was six
years old when we moved there in the fall after the Gentle
family moved out.

Charlie and Dora Jane Rousseau

My father, Charlie Chatman Rousseau; my mother,
Dora Jane Gentle Rousseau; my older brother, Archie
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Morgan Rousseau; my younger brother, Hurshel Bradford
Rousseau; and my oldest sister, Bessie Marjorie
Rousseau made up our family.

Will Gentle had a red mare with a white blaze face
and white stockings. He sold the mare to my father. The
next year when I was seven years old, he started me off
plowing this mare to a little one-horse plow. Before we
bought her, Will Gentle's oldest son, Milton, plowed
her on this same farm.

Not many months after I started farming there,
Milton Gentle was killed on the railroad. He died from a
blow to the head. They brought his body to the Harrison
family cemetery on the farm from where he had moved. I
was farming with the same mare he had used to plow all
around where he was buried. We made a couple of crops
with 0ld Nell, the mare. In the fall my father let her
go free while she was not needed for work on the farm.
It was free- stock range in Shiffman's Cove and in the
Lim Rock community.

0ld Nell strolled out of the cove and went down
about four miles to Lim Rock where she felt that the
grass was greener. Soon she got on the railroad. Along
came a traln and killed her on the same track where
Milton Gentle was killed.

The railroad company paid my father for 0ld Nell.
It was about twenty-seven dollars.

I still plowed on the same farm a few more years
after the death of Milton and his mare. As I sat down on
a tomb rock in the cemetery and cooled under a tree for
a while, I meditated on the sadness of the incidents and
why they had to happen.

The Harrison place was not so good for my family
and me. In February of 1929 my mother died there in that
house when my sister Eunice was only nine days old. Then
in 1932 my father died in the same house from a knife
wound to the head.

After Father died, we went to live with our
Grandfather and Grandmother Rousseau at the Simeon Houk
place.

The last year I farmed, I plowed on this same farm
in 1941, I thought about all I had experienced on this
same old Harrison place which belonged to Dave Stephens
during these trying Vears.

I decided that was the last farming I ever wanted
te do. I left Shiffman's Cove and the Lim Rock
sommunity. I want to Hunteville, Alabama and got a job
and have made this town my home ever SInce.
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Benjamin and Lorene Rousseau

Benjamin in a very poignant message says that as he left the farm for the last time, he
walked, with a heavy heart, slowly down the road out of Shiffman's Cove. He was leaving his
roots of several generations. He paused near the “Old Indian Cemetery” at the mouth of the cove
to reflect. As he sat on a boulder that served as his Crying Rock, he wept. Emotions are usually
high when a person leaves home for the last time to seek a new life. He found his happiness and
his Lorene in Huntsville. He and Lorene Isbell Rousseau, of Hazel Green, have made their home
in Huntsville raising two children and enjoying their two grandchildren.

Faye Saint Pritchett held her grandchild's
(Evans Pritchett--age 2 montha?raward for
being the youngest person at the Lim Rock-
Aspel Heritage Day. Note that Faye is
surrounded by hand tools of the Rousseaus
from the 1930-1940's.




THE NAT-LIM ROCK CONNECTIONS

: In the 1920's and before, mail was left off at post offices and stations for people to pick up
as general delivery. Most post offices were located along railroads and stage lines. Before 1920,

~ post offices began mail delivery into remote areas. The mountains north of Woodville were really

" remote. Little communities had been established here and there, some distance from the post

 office. The little community on top of the mountain north of Woodville was a prime example.

Horseback riders from Woodville began to leave the mail off at Nathaniel Wisdom's home.

~ People in the community would go to Nathaniel's place to pick up their mail. Woodville would

- send the mail to Nathaniel Wisdom's place. Soon the post office accepted as routine the idea of
delivering mail to Nat. A post office was established at Nat with Nathaniel Wisdom as the

- postmaster.

This picture shows some of the memorabilia collected by Bill and Hazel Houk Holcomb.
The items reflect how some things were in the 1920's. Bill's father was a blacksmith. The
smoothing iron on the left is homemade. It was made from a tire of a wagon wheel. The tire was
bent to the desired shape and the space filled with scrap metal. The handle was “swedged” in
place as it was wedged and fused in place. People had to make much of what they needed.

: The pea, or “P,” was a standard weight or balance that was used on scales to weigh
things such as cotton. Before the word “scales” came into use it was called “steelyard” or
commonly called “stil’yerd.” When the scale was in common use, nearly everyone called the
balance a pea. Our fathers and grandfathers heard the word as the letter “P” or the word pea
and passed it along. Nearly everyone today who ever had any experience with weighing farm

products still says the word as they heard ir.

A check with hardware stores and old catalogues will refer to the item as “poise”
pronounced (poiz). A little research in the dictionary will take the word a little further and call it

47



 “peise” pronounced (paz, pez). So there you are--a word that was twisted while the object was in |
- use. When the object slipped into history, the word slowly slipped from the common vocabulary. |

The letter announced the birth of a male relative in Mississippi. It was from the S. D. Lee's |
. 20 Mr. and Mrs. Houck, Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Gillis; Nat, Ala. The letter was postmarked in |
- Mississippi in 1 920 to Nat Alabama, usmg a one-cent stamp for ﬁrst-class mail delivery.
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3 Jewel and Modena Smith Houk: Jewel was the son of John Michael Houk and Tennessee
Braxton Maynard Lee Houk.

: Today many of the residents of Nat are the descendants of the Houk family and other
~ families who settled the mountaintop community. The residents make if perfectly clear, “We live
- at Nat. You spell it N-A-T.”
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The Nat School building was burned in the mid 1940’s. It was located on County Road 8
and across the road from where Ollie Houk now lives.

This scene shows the Nat School and several of the students around 1936. Many of the
students came from Shiffman’s Cove. The students were: (back row left to right) Elizabeth
Rousseau (Frazier), Homer Rousseau, Julina Carver (Rousseau), Nellie Mae Hackworth
(teacher), Oma Pockrus, Ruth Peek, Roy Thrower, Freddie Pockrus. Middle row, left to right:
Esmand Rousseau, Hazel Houk (Holcomb), J. M. Pockrus (with hat). Front row left to right: Elzie
Pockrus (son of Offie), Gene Wales (straw hat), Roy Wales (brother of Gene), Archie Rousseau,
and Roy Hasty.

The one-room school thrived until the late 1930's. Children from Shiffman's Cove climbed
the mountain and went to school in the grades-one-through-ten school. Jewel Houk and Harold
Ross of the Nat community went to Shiffman's Cove to recruit students in order to keep the Nat
School open. Jewel was a school trustee. Most of the recruits were relatives of the recruiters. The
Rousseau and the Pockrus families furnished most of the students.
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It was just as close for the youth to go to school at Nat as it was to go to Lim Rock. The
Lim Rock School burned in the 1930's, thus, offering even more encouragement for the youth of
Shiffman's Cove to enroll at Nat. Everyone was used to walking. Mountain walking was no
problem to the strong muscles of youth as they climbed the mountain trails to school.
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Students and residents of the community gathered for this picture taken at the Green Academy.

In addition to the Nat School, the community also had its Green Academy. Some people of
the community, then and now, refer to it as The College. It actually was a high school or finishing
school to prepare youth for college. The academy was located on the east side of the present
County Road 8 on Bill Holcomb's place. It is about one tenth of a mile north of the Holcomb
homesite. Only a few scars on the landscape indicate a structure was once there.

The Academy was built around 1890 by the Missionary Association of the Congregation
Church, headquartered in New York. It was at first a two-room school with a cottage for teachers.
After a year or two it was enlarged and more teachers were added. The tuition was $1.00 a month
to attend. Several local students attended. Mary Elizabeth (Mollie) Berry (Woosley), Annie Mae
Woosley's mother, went to school there. It is said that a few students also enrolled from Madison
and Marshall Counties. The school did not stay open long before it faded into history. It closed
before 1926. Its doors were closed and even the building site has returned to its natural state.

It is said that each person deserves fifteen minutes in the spotlight. The same may be true
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for a community. Nat had its fifteen minutes in the limelight, center stage. It had its school. It had,
and has, its church. It has its cemetery where the honored dead are buried.

The Mount Pleasant Baptist Church on the left was the second church building of Nat and was
replaced by the current building shown on the right.

Like nearly all communities with fourth-class post offices and one-room schools, changes
had to happen. The post office closed. The one-room school closed and students were bused to
Woodville. Later in about 1946 the school building burned.

Many of the landowners of Shiffman's Cove had moved from the mountain around Nat.
Levi and Mary Ann Harrison had left the mountains for their farm around the cave in Shiffman's
Cove. Two of the Harrison daughters married into the Pockrus and the Gentle families. Ida
Harrison married Willie Pockrus. These three families owned much of the farm land. Their
descendants still own much of the land in Shiffman's Cove.

Esther Harrison married Jeremiah Gentle. Esther's daughter, Ossie Smith, tells the story of
~ her mother's working in her childhood community of Nat. She often tried to help her old
- community by substitute teaching at Nat School. In the 1930's parents had to unite and give their
- time 10 keep the schools open. She often rode a mule from her Shiffman’s Cove home to Stephens'
Gap and up the mountain by way of the Ox Road and Stephens' Gap Road to Nat. The road came
. out at the Mount Pleasant Baptist Church near Nat School.

William (Bill) H. and Hazel Houk Holcomb today live at Nat. Hazel is the daughter of
~ Jewel and Modena Smith Houk. She has fond memories of her father's community efforts to try to
keep the community alive. Hazel went to school at Nat through the tenth grade before being bused
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to Woodville for the other two years. She remembers that the school did not have its own water
~ source. Students carried the water for half a mile from springs. Water was kept in a bucket. Each
~ student had their own cup or made one from a sheet of paper. Water was dipped from the bucket
- and poured into each student's cup.

: Carrying water was the usual means of obtaining household water. Some homes were built

~ near springs. A few others dug wells. Most households carried water from springs or borrowed

. from friendly neighbors who shared their wells and springs. Wash benches were permanently set

- up at the waterfalls or near springs. On wash days women would carry their laundry down the

- mountains to the springs. They spent the day doing the wash.
; ; : g ,\._»v&% g E GO

In March 1993 Hazel Holcomb demonstrated one of the earliest telephones in the community.
. Hazel'’s father’s family helped settle Nat.

Julia Johnson Gray remembers that when she lived at home with her parents Marion and
Cassie Johnson east of Stephens’ Gap their home was used as a switchboard. In the 1930's if a call
came from Woodville or Scottsboro to Shiffman's Cove or Lim Rock, it came by way of her
home. The telephone would ring and someone would have to pull a switch on the wall to connect
the other line in order to transfer the call to its destination.

Bill and Hazel's home is rich with other evidence showing early living at Nat and Lim
Rock.
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Tennessee Braxton Houk
Aunt Tennie
John Michael Houk (1855-1939)

Hazel Holcomb's grandparents are shown. Tennessee Braxton Maynard Lee Houk, was
given her name by her father who was from Tennessee and was favorably impressed with General
Braxton Bragg of Civil War fame. Thus, her two given names became Tennessee Braxton. Many of

her relatives, even today, call her Aunt Tennie. Assigning names to children in such a manner was
a common practice for the time.
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The family Bible was an important document for families in earlier times. Families

recorded their histories in their Bibles. Births, marriages, deaths and other important events were
recorded in the family Bible.
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BILL AND HAZEL HOUK HOLCOMB'S FAMILY BIBLE
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The family Bible was often used as references for given events including legal matters.

Shown above:

MARRIAGES

J. M. Smith and Sallie Livingston
was married May the 26 1898
Jurde Smith & Sallie McClough 3

was married June 7 1926 i
Modena Smith & Juell houk
was married March 1 1926
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Shown above:

BIRTHS

John Tayllor Smith was Borned
March the 3 19-00

Willie Jourdain Smith was Borned
June the 6 1901

Virgia Modenia Smith

was Bomed october the 31 1905
Martha Florence Virgina

Smith was Borned Nov 22 1915
hazal marie houk was Born
December 27 1926

James Bentley Smith was

Borned Nov 27 1927

Charly lee Smith was Borned

July 2 1930

James M. Smith was Bornd

July 9 1864

Clara Marie Smith Born June 26 1939
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Another sheet:

BIRTHS

John f livingston was Borned
feb the 14 1858

Salley Livingston
was Bornd october
The 15 1881

Joe Livingston Borned
march the 20
1880




_____ i
DEATHS
John Tayllor Smith Died

April the 15 1900
Martha Flornce Virgina Died October
the.6, 1920 John flavious Livingston
dide July the 20 1936
was Bornd feb the 17 1858
Ellen Livingston was Borned July the 20

1860




Lim Rock parents seemed to prefer the Bible to choose the names for their children. These
names from the Bible were frequently used: Will Dave for William David, Jeremiah or Jeremiah
Milton or Jimmar, Ephraim or Eph, Rubin or Ruben, Esther, John, Elizabeth, Matthew or Mathy,
Jesse or Jess, Ruth, Simeon, Levi, Mary, Andrew, James, Nathan, Jacob or Jake, Benjamin or Ben,
Lydia.

In those days there were no TV, radio, or books in the home to help standardize language;
therefore, it often got garbled. A child might be born and no thought would have been given for a
name--especially how to spell it. One would be chosen after the fact. A mother might say, “I like
the name of the city down on the plains, called Orbin or Arbin.” The name might be given to a
child and it would be recorded in the family Bible. No one would look up that the name was really
Auburn.

A man might not be able to spell his wife's name. She might be called, or spelled, Eliza or
Louisa or Louise. Tubbs might be spelled Tubs at times.

Later in life someone who had an unusual moniker attached to their life might learn to
mumble a lot. Someone might ask of someone else their name and they would reply,
“Mum-mum-um.”
Then, "How do you spell it?”
“M-a-t-h-y, I guess.”
“I see, you mean Matthew.”

“Yes, that is what I mean.”

Sy

o e e |
g spot for the

-

This place near Isbell Spring used to be a gatherin
community in Lim Rock.
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Ollie and Delphia Little Houk and their daughter Christine Houk Dean are shown at the
Houk home at Nat in March 1993. Ollie held a picture of his father, Mack Houk, and his uncle
Simeon Houk. Delphia held a picture of her parents, Clarence and Inez Hill Little.

88-year-old Ollie is the son of James Mack David and Ada Fowler Houk. Hazel Holcomb
and Ollie descended from Simeon Perry and Tobitha Murray Houk. The Ollie Houks came from
Paint Rock Valley to Nat several years ago and live on County Road 8. Christine also makes her
home at Nat.

In his earlier years, Ollie was a banjo and fiddle player. He often entertained the
- community with his country playing. In the 1920's and the 1930's much of the community's
entertainment was by local people who could play country music.

Christine and her husband Derward Dean take much interest in their family history and in
preserving things of local historic interest. They have preserved pictures of the school and other
interests by hanging them in their church, Mount Pleasant Baptist Church.
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THE “COFFINNAIRS”

There was considerable communication and social interaction between the people of Nat
Lim Rock, especially with Shiffman's Cove. Many of the residents were related to each other.

It was fairly easy to come from Nat to the valley. It was very difficult to go from
iffman's Cove to Nat unless travelers walked. The Stephens' Gap Road or the Ox Trail, or Ox
d as the road was called, was almost impossible to go up the mountain with ox or mules
ling a wagon. It was much easier to go to Nat by going several miles through Stephens' Gap
‘west to Woodville, and then go north up the trail that is now County Road 8.

The people of Nat, when they needed to go to shop at Scottsboro or Lim Rock, would
come down the Ox Road to Stephens' Gap and proceed to town. Often they came down the
‘mountains near Will Dave Rousseau's place in Shiffman's Cove. They could then go north around
the foothills of the mountain to Johnny Kay Hollow and then turn south on what is now County
Road 80. The trip down the mountain would take less than an hour while the trip down the
western side of the mountain would take much longer.

Richard Jones of Nat recalls his childhood days in Nat. He says oxen or steers were used
by several families of the mountain. They were the poor man's beast of burden, costing
considerably less than a pair of mules or horses. Also they were adapted for work in mountains.
The ox was the major work force as the land was cleared for the Skyline Farms of the 1930's.

Other people of Lim Rock remember that last working ox team was seen in the area in
about 1940. The team was observed snaking logs from the mountains around Blowing Cave in
Gentle's Cove.

The people of Nat used “the Coffinnairs” or “the Coffinnars” to bring their wagons down
the mountains to Shiffman's Cove. The walkers from the cove used the same passage to go to
school at Nat or to visit friends and relatives. The passage exited into the cove near the Houk-
‘Rousseau farms.

‘ An attentive listener can hear many people of the Nat community, and all across the valley
of Lim Rock, calling the passage from Nat to Shiffman's Cove as the “Coffinnairs” or
“Coffinnars.” The listener should listen even more carefully as some people put a slight twist on
the word.

The word might sound the same as “bows 'n ar's” (the things Indians used as they hunted
for game). Carpenters would “nar” a board down to make it fit into a specific place. A woman
‘would do the same for a piece of cloth to make it fit a table. The same twist of the language was
‘used as travelers searched for and used the mountain “nars.” In the case of the “Coffinnairs” the
‘mountains look as though a giant hand had pressed down and narrowed the mountains into a
‘navigable passage.

The mountain passage came out at Nat near where there was a settlement of people named
Coffey. Travelers to and from Shiffman’s Cove used the mountain narrows. The two words ran
together and became the “Coffinnairs.” It is interesting to hear some people correct themselves as
they go from “Coffinnairs”™ to “Coffinnars” to the Coffey Narrows of Nat and Shiffman's Cove.
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HOUK-ROUSSEAU FAMILIES

AND: SIMEON PERRY HOUK

BORN: 15 May 1818------ PLACE: Boyd Creek, Sevier, Tennessee
MARR: ------- 1838 (7)--PLACE: Jackson, Alabama

DIED: 4 Jan. 1879------ PLACE: Peters Cove, Jackson, Alabama
FATHER: MICHAEL PRESTON HOUK I

MOTHER: LYDIA "LIDDY" LAYMAN

: TOBITHA MURRAY

BORN: 24 Dec. 1818-----PLACE:

DIED: 12 Jul. 1912-----PLACE: Peters Cove, Jackson, Alabama
FATHER: (UNKNOWN) MURRAY

MOTHER:

CHILDREN

1. GEORGE WASHINGTON HOUK

M BORN: 5 AUG. 1839---PLACE: Shiffman Cove, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED:----1856 DIED: 18 Nov. 1912
TO: VERNA NELSON

2. LYDIA ANN HOUK

F BORN: 1842 PLACE: Shiffman Cove, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 1862 DIED: (?)
TO: REUBEN C. ROUSSEAU

3. JAMES MARION HOUK

M BORN: 13 Aug. 1843 PLACE: Shiffman Cove, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 12 Aug. 1865 DIED: (?)
TO: SARAH ELIZABETH TAYLOR

4. WILLIAM MIDAS HOUK

M BORN: 12 Jul. 1845 PLACE: Shiffman Cove, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 22 Nov. 1866 DIED: (?)
TO: HENRIETTA BOWERS

5. BRADFORD PERRY HOUK

M BORN: 22 Sept. 1848 PLACE: Shiffman Cove, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: DIED: 1864 (?)
TO: <NEVER MARRIED>

6. MARTHA CALDONIA HOUK

F BORN: 16 Oct. 1849 PLACE: Shiffman Cove, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 23 Aug. 1866 DIED: (?)
TO: JAMES M. "BUD" RUCKS

7. SARA ELIZABETH HOUK

5 BORN: 24 Apr. 1851 PLACE: Shiffman Cove, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 1870 (?) DIED: (?)
TO: WILLIAM "BILL" JEFF SMITH

8. MARGARET MELVINA HOUK

F BORN: 13 Jul. 1854 PLACE: Shiffman Cove, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 16 Nov. 1871 DIED: (?)
TO: JAMES W. MANNING

9. JOHN MICHAEL "MIKE" HOUK

M BORN: 28 Jun. 1855 PLACE: Shiffman Cove, Jackson,Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 9 Sep. 1875 DIED: 2 Aug. 1939
TO: MARY ELIZA MANNING

10. MILDRED MELISSA HOUK

F BORN: 18 Jul. 1857 PLACE: Shiffman Cove, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 1873 (?) DIED: 8 Oct. 1942
TO: WILLIAM McDONALD "DOCK" STEWART
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[Editor’s Note: Kenneth W. Houk's research on the Houk-Rousseau families shows that Simeon
Houk's parents, Michael Preston Houk and Lydia Ann Laymans (Lemons), came from Sevier
County, Tennessee. The last 3 of their children were born at Lim Rock: Minerva Malvina Houk
1827, Michael Preston Houk III 1832, and Elmira Margaret Houk 1838. Apparently Minerva was
the first Houk child born at Lim Rock. Could it be that she was the first non- Native American
child born at Lim Rock, in Shiffman’s Cove? Other children of Michael and Lydia Ann were

Annie, Elizabeth, and Salathiel.]

HUSBAND: REUBEN CHATMAN ROUSSEAU
BORN: 7 Dec. 1842 PLACE: Jackson County, Alabama
MARR: 1862(?) PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
DIED: 22 Sep. 1904 (?) PLACE: Peters Cove, Jackson,Alabama
FATHER: JOHN ROUSSEAU
MOTHER: MARTHA

WIFE: LYDIA ANN HOUK
BORN: 1842 PLACE: Shiffman Cove, Jackson, Alabama
DIED: (?) PLACE: Jackson, Alabama
FATHER: SIMEON PERRY HOUK
MOTHER: TOBITHA MURRAY

CHILDREN:

1. GEORGE WASHINGTON ROUSSEAU

M BORN: 1864 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 1885 (?) DIED: 1949
TO: MARTHA ANN WILBURN

2. JOHN SIMEON ROUSSEAU

M BORN: 4 Cct. 1867 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 1877 (?) DIED: 24 May 1941
TO: LUCY ANN BATES

3. WILLIAM DAVID "WILL DAVE" ROUSSEAU

M BORN: 12 Sep. 1870 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 1890 (?) DIED: 2 Aug. 1948
TO: ELLEN C. TIPTON

4. FRANCIS MARION ROUSSEAU

M BORN: 22 Aug. 1872 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 1896 (?) DIED: 8 Jun. 1933
TO: RUTH TIPTON

5. DORA MAYS ROUSSEAU

F BORN: 1May 1876 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 1890 (?) DIED: 25 Mar. 1927
TO: WILLIAM LEWIS FLIPPO

6. MARY JANE ROUSSEAU

F BORN: 16 Apr. 1879 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 1900 (?) DIED: 31 Jul. 1947
TO: JOHN LAFAYETTE WHITE
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HUSBAND: WILLIAM DAVID "WILL DAVE" ROUSSEAU

BORN: 12 Sep. 1870 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
MARR: 1890 (?) PLACE: Jackson, Alabama
DIED: 2 Aug. 1948 PLACE: Peters Cove, Jackson, Alabama

FATHER: REUBEN C. ROUSSEAU
MOTHER: LYDIA ANN HOUK
WIFE: ELLEN C. TIPTON

BORN: 14 Jul. 1875 PLACE: Jackson, Alabama
DIED: 10 Nov. 1947 PLACE: Peters Cove, Jackson, Alabama
FATHER:
MOTHER:
CHILDREN:
1. DORA KATHERINE ROUSSEAU

F BORN: 17 Nov. 1892 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 1915 (?) DIED: 17 Feb. 1961
TO: CLUDIE THOMAS POCKRUS

2. CHARLIE CHATMAN ROUSSEAU

M BORN: 13 Apr. 1894 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 1919 (?) DIED: 28 Nov. 1932
TO: DORA JANE GENTLE

3. MAGGIE ANN ROUSSEAU

F BORN: 20 Jan. 1896 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 1914 (?) DIED: 22 Sep. 1966
TO: JAMES EDDIE HARTMAN

4. LOUINDA N. ROUSSEAU

F BORN: 1897 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama Died:1958
FIRST MARRIED: 1911 (?) Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
TO: WALTER VAN GENTLE
5. JOHN WILLIAM ROUSSEAU

M BORN: 26 Apr. 1902 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 1923 DIED: 24 Nov. 1981
TO: JULINA CARVER

6. ANDREW CALVIN ROUSSEAU

M BORN: 26 May 1910 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 1932 (?) DIED: 24 Jun. 1968
TO: ELNORA BENSON

1911--Front left: Will Dave Rousseau,
 John Rousseau, Ellen Tipton Rousseau,
Calvin Rousseau (being held), Dora
- Rousseau. Back left: Charlie Rousseau,
Maggie Rousseau, Louinda Rousseau




- HUSBAND: CHARLIE CHATMAN ROUSSEAU
” BORN: 13 Apr. 1894 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
MARR: 1919 (?) PLACE:

DIED: 28 Nov. 1932 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
FATHER: WILLIAM DAVID "WILL DAVE" ROUSSEAU

MOTHER: ELLEN C. TIPTON

. HUSBAND'S OTHER WIVES:

GERTRUDE WALLINGSFORD

. WIFE: DORA JANE GENTLE

BORN: 21 Apr. 1900 PLACE: Jackson County, Alabama
DIED: Feb. 1929

FATHER: JEREMIAH M. GENTLE

MOTHER: GEORGIA ANN JOHNSON

- CHILDREN:

1. ARCHIE MORGAN ROUSSEAU

M BORN: 6 May 1920 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 3 Jul. 1948 DIED:
TO: FLORA MAE TALLY

2. BENJAMIN HAROLD ROUSSEAU

M BORN: 6 May 1922 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 1942 (?) DIED:
TO: EDITH LORENE ISBELL

3. HERSHEL BRADFORD ROUSSEAU

M BORN: 28 Jan. 1924 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 1947 DIED:
TO: WILLIE BERNICE STEPHENS

4. BESSIE MARJORIE ROUSSEAU

F BORN: 29 Apr. 1927 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 7 Feb.1948 DIED:
TO: CLAYTON [NMI] WHITAKER

5. DORA EUNICE ROUSSEAU

F BORN: 4 Feb. 1929 PLACE: Limrock, Jackson, Alabama
FIRST MARRIED: 1950 (?) DIED:
TO: CLAUDE HARLON BRADFORD

3 [Editor’s Note: Much of the genealogical information on the Houk- Rousseau families was
Jfurnished by Benjamin Rousseau. He had secured some of his information from his cousin and

- family historian, Kenneth W. Houk.]

63



eonug
somep
Liawy

QuOdTOH (TTTd) *H =®IITIA
ANOY Tezey

6L6T ‘9T *1deg-$06T ‘1€ *190
Y3TWS WUOPOR OTFaTp
2961 1T tunp—— Mo6T ‘T *Sny
ANOK Joydqwag Tomep

897 uOjXwIg eessouUR]
ANOH WX THu TOWYITH uyop

HNOH WEETT3X POIPTTH ANOH wUTATOH jeleiavy

ANOH YreqezyTy wisg

g o3ed eag

BT :utog
ANOR uuy wipAq

ANOH wUCPTe) WYII¥H

XNoH Jjep
ulteay
J
£usoang ueeq paensg
Tozey 3noy pLoq ¥MOH euIRTIYY
b ! |
6061/1/8
o113y wyudreq
n061/9/$

ANOH N2eR °FTT0

LI6T/M1/5--6L81/61/8

J0Tn0d wPY *1q
6261/6/2--$981/91/9
ANOH PTARY HOWH eowwp

ANOY SWPTH SRTTTTA Arol uoqdujysey edioeg

Aoy Lideyg paojpwag %NOY Lo Tiey somwp

9A0) § UPIJTUS  BEBT ANOH J0avBARH wI UL
UF uI0q  ZERT IIT XNOH UOYS0Id TORYITH
e0ay3 TV 28T ANOH BUFATEH BAJOUTH

ZT61-21~L :pevq
8181-"2-21 :uiog
£vaamy wyiyqoy :petddwy
6.81-7-1 :PoYq
BIPT-ST-§ :utog

Anoy Liieg uoswys 813430

(&) 04/0981 ~--96L1
(suonfe]) Suowsy uuy wphq
0981 6LY/e/2t
Ynoy :oa-om& TOWYOTH
‘uuey ‘*ojy X3tARg
uosgyy --=
¥Noy wepy uyop

ATIAVY4 MNOH AHL

(ofusa)
Louwyng Aeaqny
'HNOY uuy ejphq
JO Juvpuedsep w 8F ‘JeTPPW
oy} ‘snnjood nweesnoy eump




q Futuuey uely

_

~

Juguuwy Jta¥oy
NELBENOY UOIRYE

_

(oButatwa puz wo1g) suaydasg satuaag
neesenoy uuy eafop NEISENOY pUojpudy ToyeIny

Suyuuwy uouusyg 1031Ng Yoy 3deqoy neegenoy e330ul] ypuwdg

293ng queqoy T1o4oang ej3euuy wuly
neesenoy 20ynoT YIIPE ngassnoy ordog Liaw]

I 2

11999 suvoq
nessenoy protey ujmefusy

NEIESNOY P[JI0} Jey ayceag
|

neassnoy puexony sITTLY NEaSENOY UEZJOy $aTJIwvYy)

eddouy —
nesssnoy 9339 Ny

I
L11my, oWy wioly

nEaEEnoY IDjuUng wlog neIsenoy uwdioy eyyosy

9 oBud eeg
I

nwossnoy ‘K WUINO]

uosuag wioury 21Uy waoqg

RedEeNOy UTATE) moapuy NEIEENOY UNEIRY) ITTdeyy

nEOEENOY WWITTIN UYor nvessnoy uuy 9198wy

B

doaten .-::n:—-

nULSINOY PUTISYIBY woOq
»

q oFed oog

NUSEEROY UOTAWN sfouvay

RLECE LS CRCR T
uojdyyl ueTy pue yany

T eulawy
neosenoy uyop

SUTTIWYA AYISSNOY dHL

vy
\O
| uoadiy 9 uery
nwewsnoy edwy waoq NBISENOY ,0AR] [TTMu PTA®] WM neesenoy euvp Livy NPIBENOY UOIWTG UYO[ nedsEnoy uojyBuyyewy odioen
quway
{
suTay 349904 Tuviq s)oolg wus)  Luuoy
BT twiog _ —I]-‘L —'—.luu-
ANOY uuy vTPLT :peyJivy
"061-22-6 POTa sw{ay TIAIY winoqUiy ~ semvuuey L3a0ys  9HOTH Lyjodoq
ZBT~L-21 tuiog uBjATA BUN neagEnOy #0yd9weq neesenoy uf{eaz neesenoy Aumyp
H usEey) Aned

L ~ _ ,
|

NEOSENO0Y J0AIE) BUI[NP puw uyor

®

q18Ma3G 2TPNEY
Jaade) quedd




Yiywg £eouyg Yipg Lequwyg

.|||._||._.
Yyyag

o132 £yjoueg
|

..

e[juep eTLIw)
| I |

Jouwrey uuwIq
oTquey Ley £qqog

|
_ .

*Ip ‘eTjuep Lwy Lqqog

*8J9qydnep usqy Jsy pue

9TqueD 19yqsy
s

oTIuen jeavdawy

o[juey [Laaeg °T3ue) yjeuuay

( [

or3uey wety

|

SUTTTnY .:haovn
oT3Uen Yjeuusy

Jdeyavay oy)J3
oT3uen Lpwan weyrryy

uesq Leaany
910430 OT3ueD oTTegLliwy

eT3uey sla0g

AIBWIONOR ouRIT
eT3uay syoq

°TIUeY (Lyavy) meyjwy semoyg

suyg Vjatoupy
°T3ue) uogTIy Piawg

Joxang Tvdg
o13uep (poy Jo oFyT) PrAwg YefTig

AT
ueToH
OTITTM
10%e}
viATAg
o1 TAURL)
paojpeag

neesenoy Lpuerg
01qU2) uwp Je3Twy

uosuyop wumyy Aouwy
oTIu9D yel§13

3 oFud 90g a efwd esg

&

uosuyop uuy wyuoen Supqevy uuy Louey
°TIU9Y UOITTH Yefmaaap *TALRY) uvaIoyg TR TTIN

_ |
“ m

Pe e

J0Bujuy ayrnp

(BEBY @) ©TIU0D UoTTH swaoyy

czu.:; Jouy
P10 *q Yol



quyeg eerdnog
eTjusp 09FOTH

quteg Leapny

Ao1soop aop eTjuUey plojueg

(£Tawe potp)

Latsooy Loy eTausY pIoFpRIg

1Yo

£191430 snaood TF8Iys  * £atsoop IPLTD oquuy Eow.wmo w.u.ﬂ.un
;— Loysooy sey ejuuy -w“w“ -umn_-_u% hﬂz

plojhwy *T0
Expoom TR LS oFpoTTE PIoJIng

229 ® (1]

puonkey Tiuey esnog

TR uvaniiedg Loeopy

== Layeg o oyumrrp eeyo13 ST3ueY ueRTYIEY
n.._:fowo._"wuﬂ noanmo:«.w% oupe g paojueg uosdwoyy 310qoy

e o piospvl oT3wy oeuFTRYy
eToA £v19 uojenoy

L °T3usp 007 w0y
uaaTUIeY enaqg *p *p
y oupTnwg OTIUSD oWy OFTTIN
Yitmg Ruery 097 w10)
#  onnjooq Ty3yp Aoysoom opneT) O ) uoyeey ssep
ujfuelveng efnp utdusawong Lqny a1Iuag 8yseq oty oTiueD wIoT4
I | _ s
TUOR (0 XOTH ## ujduedvong Lauay uog .LIvy J1ay3ez maxoog o
oruey wyileg OTIUeY PITTvS 013U8n ejuuvy ST3URD Yejwmadap T UOSTIIWY Joyisy ...o.ﬂ..é«ﬁuu 210430
Liusy  #w
| Xooyg uuy Lawy
supron Louey »:«..a-:..:i Kouey UORTIIEY JAOT
UTAULIEONS BETTH OTIUID *§ WREITIM
*sduyqsey UsA3G JO Joqudnep ayq swM uuy Louey

Jo3utugy eynp
9TIURD UOTTH Sewoyl

w SULHAONINEHCSSINGS) BHE

Aaldlize alobs

A oo



$99TQUEY) OPTIYLen Puv qny Jo
L 209y3nep o) ST FWAUL e

*moudou 8 ,neasenNOYy YUl puw
uos @ ,neesenoy easq TIIM
OFA NEOSEDOY ') OTT[IRY)

8T3uUan uosuyop uuy eTdI09)
aTjuen UOYTTH YeTwadap

aT3uen UOYTTH SBWOYJ

— sy
seaquey) 340QLY  ssorqwey)y eop £soTquey) qny
.q eseTquey) 09 IOQ0Y Q
1
3JeddIvpuay eSSTToH
}200URH ULAIIG T -
°IY
) o
™ed opL1) TH
»o«uax ugmMe N .ﬂww :o-..hw._u
CR L 0713018y o8ed 900G pusn
A200uvy WRTTTTN e o e 5.“:..8 &....u..h "
wagy 280 Tquw ° ojuuy ®Z113
eTquen wuly eyuuRy erquey .“M “"Hu““ 20Ul # e EC P oTIWRD STLTTM
_ va # g o3ud eog . S e
|— _ eT3ue *10
neessn 3# nveeanoy wyrawy neesenoy 'y eyTdey) neosoRoy erwq: it XowRI0noH Mpety enuIxoog wing  TIRd04 Yjewmy
oﬂccwz oﬂ”ﬂ oTIUeD Jeaep oT3uen wigq eTueg yeneg oT3uen eyeveg oT3uU9n TTBTA oT3ueY wyIawy oTquen Aawy
|
R TR e WS smzasspe Wheosmsane s e e ]
% * #*

caeyyg  hvesenoy .!35 n -26." vy
1

nEesENOY PAR]

|
6€61/2/21-8L8T/11/21
uoqdyy oyyIny
€€61/8/9~ 2L81/22/8
neesenoy *y ueay

XIA SITTINVA ATINIO-NVASSNOY HHL

uosuyop uuy 8191000
orauen UOITTH Uey=edaf

ao8ugugy efInp
eTjUeY UORTTH ewmoyl

A uosuyop uuy wjdi0e)

Lawy
uosuyop 110QTyY

68



010Q84409G JvaU £1849Wwa) $80FINg UT POTIN{uums
0J0Qq8§3300G 38 £1990We) UOFTOYS UT POTJINgyy
OTTTASUTYIE] 38 Alojowa) TTEBH UT PoTIngs

( ~=2L61/2/21)
II1 ‘peoy *J Tawy

1

( -=0L61/2/21)
peay ydye yumoy,

{

( =="M61/2/6)
*ap ‘peay 1 Tawy

#(9961/92/L-1161/%/21)

*SUTBJUNOK PuBRTIaqUM) U0 ewWOY 8TY 0%}
AT3J¥s WInged puw UMOY} 04 WY 9483 O} POUTRI] SuM Wee] STH
*e01Tddne J0J FTTTASUP{IE] 0 0F 09 LFFnq BTY pawvoq pTNOM 9y
deoypusy OTY Y3TM UGAY ‘PUTTQ JUSM oY 3BY3} 1T ®ey pueleq

*J94STUTW 38 TPOYION ® 8%

POAJa® Off ‘YjTWwe)oeTq ® OST® SeM 3Y *AIouuw} STY Jeau
edutads ayy e dued 0 peddos suofem paderop *SueTpUT oY)}
Y3t eang pepeay oy *sdujadg paey ue] Jeau o[ [FASUP{IE]
JO Y3a0u PeATT oy uayMm usaeqg Jo Liojs s L{Twe) Jay

JOo puoj 87 07890 *eduaoan uos 8,usAe3g ydnoayj ‘sJupqsey
U2A93G JO quepuedssp ® 8T ‘010qe33008 Jo ‘pretiley eFsjoq

s3ufysey adean Am
("M6T/0€/1-$T6T/T€/5)
*Jdg ‘pesy swwoyl TIEY

sx ('TM6T-288T1)
uggsny °T J8py

(7156 1-2881)

Poay URTITIM Tonweg

NS

.

33t
199304 ‘g Adey
1w (068T/1-098T/1€/1)
paay *g ydesop

uopuvag *J Lagy
upasny ‘y gemep

=38 5, 918) sSunsey wir

h

83uy8ey sowep

_

s19U30 sJujyesy °p\ sowep
L | 9
_ el
#(096T/2/€-$881/4/€) >
uojTeyg Long A
(71961/2-5881/9/9) h
STMBT] s3utysey *T 0994 }I18qoYy

L

(S€6T-898T)
(3eN TT¥9)
U03TOYS PIEMPT WSTTTIM

s3urysey edaoen

|

sJUTISBH UBA93S

*
uojTayg Tetusyjey

SNOLLOANNOD SONILSYH-—NOLTIHS-—UHdY

Y e VO IR BT S P




ST uo T

PdopM qaeqny

|

210430 Paoy Tey

[

piop 11990

Liaeyg

*dp ‘erusp Lewpoy uyop

SUTTT0) PeIPTIR

103904 o0
y oTyuwen Lewpoy uyop

*T3WY esnoy

|

UOSTITY OW{ OTJIw)
oty opL1n 230430

| —

paoy A. _:3 Qodup WRLTTTM
oTquep ouwp WITI

010130

_ sao8oy o8Iy

OTue) UOITTH D

& SUTTT0) POIPTIH

SUTTTOD L °r

< UOSTITY owy ofaawy 830430

| |
|

UOSTTTY umodqg wumy
UOSTTTY Loutnd uyop

eTjuen ATTeS
oT3usy qqopM

1

0T3U8) 9F180T WVITTIN

o8 ®MT)
Ly ‘*op pueraequny
wolJ ewWwd O[UID WRITTTA

SNOILOINNOD QHOM~HTINID |HL

70



J1eq9vajeod 19¥] 4

@eyjo0quUIBTY 033Uy Yieqeziry

weyyoquiRsty LB¥og JewIny °*M sowep dup weN 39FA U POTTIX

weyjoquidd Jeyd
weyjoquIsBy o1TTTE Jewiny weyj0quIISTH TOUORY 1331y pawuory

€761 Tiady PoyLIwy

3 eoywIe 10430
wHa o THRO TR e s g ehed s N
9 o8ud oog wees H OTUUTH -0261
TIue9) ¥10 . weyj3oquydsTy eutte! PRLTY
EwaoquiFTY ST '0  WWWA0QUTTETH Paupg PN *1-TTIS R _
|| S L I 2es [
90JUol 03 J8Yyj0aq wosKON ©F960Td

‘weyjzoquiddty AT10d moyjoquisB Ty * 19290

_

weyyoquidBIy *T 18980

_

ueky Lawy
weYoqUIIBTH 00JUOH PIeMpT

UOSHON @TS80T4

uguwyong wY}eH
WOSASN WOJ

> . : SHITIWYA ATINIDO-WYHILOENIOOIH

71




‘d UTAdEY
*q ewmoyy,

‘4 Tned ‘M oEOTARY)

*9asssuun], ‘atzuayoy Jo Lrqussaad ‘doystg Larag yjaqezyild
Lq paysywng sem odwd SJY3 UO UOTIFWIOJUT 8Y]

doystg Tyo0)

‘M L1zep g uoawy

L

Lareg ywawg

")yooy WY 9B Yddanyy 38IPoylay Pro
ay) 3e PaTJIEl 9J0M BIIA PUB DIUBIERTY

(886T—-806T)
£3304 oWy waop
IO == (L86T— )

e19U30  Lateg gy Ywoey

I

4£13eg edousawyy

M

7

uepJde) oISy Asuvq
Lizeg aeqTeM seuwp

i

9Tqejsuoy oFInpe
L1reg swwoyy,

*aA0) 6,L119g JOJ SAUTS AY) punode
pusy ayj papel} squaaed ¢, L110g SBUWOUL:

*

{°97A108 UT POTP--0Z6T)
43394 upjawy seTIeyp

paoy uyor
(  —8T6T)
43394 ouaay POJPTIH

sxouysy pYAW] LoTUTNOH
(  —%en)
£330 TOUIT OBPVR

oufTneg

(€66T--0T6T)
£9394 Lpunay upTiURLg

,

(£861-8881)

Kouuty, oYy Long
(096T—€88T)
£3904 UTRIEH BOTIRY)

28013Up) SWWOUL
(616T--1881)
43384 *y WTUTBITA
(6L8T--6L8T)
£q304 Lay e3300n
HowmI0)oH JOTTIH
(9€6T--8L8T)
£3904 XT104 OZPEH
qqopM jeIedasy
(916 1--9L8T)
£9904 queag LoTTM
Keuoo] STUUTM
(TE6T--1L8T)
L9304 *y Je3smeaq
TTeqeI ‘Y °“M
(8€61--2L8T)
L3904 wITY ¥V
Lxzeg wooeqay
(2€6T--1L81)
L3904 paempg Liuefy
epwey efAoQ
(668T—698T)
£q994 seumy Lriep
STITOH "UM
(6261—898T)

—_— £qq94 uwsng £yT0d

(698T~--L98T)
L7304 sToURly sowep

|

QI9M URIPTTUD ®,£3394

*jo0y WY e udoq
Lay pue x1184 Jo TV —

(TT6T-€%81)

al

Suppy 'y A1y
(9T6T—E£N81)
£3304 Apunan XFred e

o104 L1104
L9904 sTouvay

-

PUVTTOH (PFTTOH) °V 4wy
£ouuty *4 uyop

uMoIg URSNE
supypy semep

*ENET ‘BT *Q94 U0 eeFvoUUR], ‘A3UM0) EOTTH UF W10q SEM oY

SHITINVA ALIdd——Xdddd
WA £3994 Apunag XTrOd 3¢
et L P o~ s

ey

72




neesenoy TeYsIny
suoydeqg eofueg  SUUde3g *jH qaeqoy

_ _

(AT1aws patq) suoydeqg easg PIojpeag opnety
sTxoy % Asuvg J2A0TH dTwey JI3A0TH ITLY

L |

dnog

uoshag RITATH
J9AOTH UOYSNOH €T30

[§2237) d9A0Tn wUAYY

819430

(6€6T-TL8T)

UOON *7T OTUSTY
(LY61-8981)
20A0T) *F WRFTTTM

(®)uooy sourep Apuy

( --6981)
(®)uooy 'y e8Joen

*owoy neessnoy-suseydejg quesexd eyy £q peosrdax
Sem quYyq ewoY 9U3 3@ 2JoM Aeyj ‘JIeAOTH sewep
‘I0A0TH USTTH ‘JOAOTH ouep ‘uamp wojweN :9JOT Wwody

(TT6T--¢2€8T)
[ oueTTd
(ET6T--2€€8T)  (9061-42"18T)

( --9%8T1)
(A%oeg quny)
SUTOYTTTM 'y ®o0aQey

JOAOTH ‘K sowwp  JOAOTH OUBL xiUOOH *p (Apuy) meapuy

L

(oLeT-~

)

bbbl Beadhdd ]

QUOOH OB TV

WTOYTTM O TVa

(€L8T-- )
SWOYTTTM JoThey *p

( ~-0981)
SWTOYTTIM *M £y3otoq

YITUS 9¥339H

( ==L$8T1)
SWTOYTTTM *q 9s0uquy
[E1:19)
SWIOYTTFN *J UOWFTTOS
(  --6%81)

SWTAYTTTM uedng uep Uupjaey
Louo}y yeaeg

( -=5781)

SWIAYTTIM D LAaawy
J0TAey, ydny

( -=EN8T)

SWTSYTTTM g Louey

|

—

(L$81--9181)
umuuglg Yedeg
( =--6181)

SUTIYTTIM *d VY

(s8T-- )
# 9UTOUTTTH qodup

73




Aoyl

....voou 5Uj wang prnoM X00d pedustaedxsuy oyj 488l
08 joy 703 0A018 oy} ‘sepiseg ‘oJTJ UO esnoy ey} 3eF PINOM 24038 Y3 3BY3 PpoJesj pus £9707190079 JO pyelju IaM

*9A078 27130970 oy3 pajsna] ordoed mey ‘Jo0qeI0dTajoX ® 708 oM gxeN ‘ewoy 3JoY Pus dn umoxd pey oyMm 189876

JopTo Aw £q €n 04 UsATd ‘up) OTJ300Te UW POJNOSS OM XN UINYD DJIJIOTO UE SEAM qy8noq en eoueyrdde 3eay) eyl

‘1119 #0$ oY} esoyd £3T0TI390T9 10J pejdo ous

esoyy Jo 950y *seousyrdde JoJ sFuyd pue s3yITr 20J 00° 1§ 10 £1uo 8qy37Y 40J TTTQ Yauow Jed 30§ v Jo uojydo ayj
UeAT3 seM Joumoosmoy yowy *8YIFT U} ATUO pejsaleju} OJoM Loyy ‘e3n7d JoJ owoy ITOY} POITA PUO OU AT[EBIFIORIY

+Awp oyy sem Lepoq JT 998 03 Fuyags ayj Tnd 09

Ysna pInoM eM ‘Tooyos woaj swoy 308 oM usym Lep youg *qUBTT oT1308T2 ue uo Jujuany paduefdedxe JeAsU peY ULIPTIYD

SN JO 980K ‘POJdTA GJOM go8TOY oY] ‘Bunqs SaUTT 9Y3 pue 306 odom serod ‘unI ATTENIULAG OJIM §IEIN0D By

*gauyy Lqtodoad oyj 03 89)Eye Y3 SAowW UIRJO PTNOM pue SPTIT} JT2U3 Jujuna

sotod £13n pro oyj Juen jou PP Loyyr +£319us JO 901N08 MU 8Yj owodToM 04 Apwal jou d1am a7doed ayj Jo Jequnu y
+60A00 a3 09UT £370TI30070 Jutaq o9 seyod demod JoJ uefeq £oAInNS 38XTJ OU) UayM SBM EoTJOWdW 383puoy Lm jo sup

*9s0le_PoaU oY} S¥ SWIv) SnOTdeA Uo dn 908 pUR POLILJEURL] OIOM puR 91quidod edeMm seufyoww yjzoq

‘oanod Jo TTYW wnydaos pue JoTeq Lvy pouso-A{TuUe] 9Yj PUnOIw poIdjUed HIOM s, ATywe) oyj Jo yony *sBuradg T19q8I
9y} 189U 9A0) §,9T3USDH UT OTTUM ® J0J PAT3108 pue Zh6T Jo TTw} °yj Uy }o0oy Wyl 03 Ayywe) oyj pesow Jayje) Ly

*9oeTdewoy aA0)
§,a7quen oY) 3® uepaed
sy JO Jdeuxod *j'g eyl
uj payinq 81 pus UIIq
qe poyq :90eI) OTTIAN

+yo0y Wyl Jo sejlowew @ ,LTYWEJ Y Puw STY JO PIOJMRI) PTARq AQ POUSTUING SBA UOTIRULIOJUT STU3 JO 380Hw

SNOLIOTTTONAY SiNYR FNO 40 JHYd ¥ ‘NMOL Ol ONINOO XITOTHIOATH

£397aU)
ueA®3E
vE0J9],
*aTB] UOS STY UITA SOATT OITIEU) fuurey,
(Potaaew ..onozv ujSueasemg £89ud suey ‘K geae3asy weadp y ‘uwpy SUPNTH ‘Y "Wy
T8 *q eewep PIOJMBIY. *N PTARQ ‘4 jeasdaey T oyny Lrey
| | _ _ _

74

TUFH "N OTTITIM
‘g soTIBY)

|

juen *g ayuuUYop JeTeouM TTOE OFITFI Pa1JI933eg 297 wd0) $39Td ATod
PUIOJMBIA *Y uy paOJMBI) *g SeTJBY)H pJIojmed) *T jjeuny PIOJMEIg ‘| @Tuuy

_ _ |

upMIgq *H yeavdaey
PIOJMBI) *N JOATTO

KTINVA QUO4MYHO FHI



aTquey JeBujUTH oIl
pus UOALTH aoaa:._.

YOOH WIT $,0%6T 40

_ SATTINVA GHOS 40 SATHSNOLIVIZY

uos

uosjIawy uuy LIvH puv Al

213u2g nExuom winz pue (13477

Q\
74

-
-~

N
T e ,:_ZS./J/
YSSEROY 19AE) PUTINF puv :zo-. —V ‘I
/ ._ ) \ .\u»a uos
v\

Uog

y » )

Y|

&

A § \
i A e ~ : f . TN
E ] wawh ) e s ey balt
i grn b L b PG ok Do e
bttt v (i pd 11 1 (bt bl i - B NS
2 1
~
I.}/
S ——
2[3uen SWIG WIAIUIH ﬁ /I
puv UOITTH PTAR I Y
\V/ -~
3 \\/\, -
) ;oA
an '
¥ 31131 — =
re
v\, (o
.m..m 2 uSusaveng OTIUSY OTTTRS pue LIuay { / i .H-
v.rm -~ < \ o s~ -
uon - N l £ S
= a < 27qusn 97550 Pue RUBLd { =
m.m ‘n Rl s ) A v 7] |2 n -
1 G5 ; £ uo
3000 531 a ! s Toles
g (311D 4_ ’ aTaue aagony Tedo PUT 2V Vi€ 3 Z v &
A ~ 3 | 1 t
» . a(quen UOSTIIBH 12U3EY PUY yejEAILP & z*
. 7/ 4 v N
"4 STIU) uosuyop uuy wyslos g z
7 0 PUR 'y ye -
o Lo 3 AN 4 1aa0TD USTL Puw L1034
—= A ———— 5
~ —— 2
- \\\y = e .-li ., suoydeqg J2AOTD PTUNH puv daeq
= & 7
2 P ¢ Vi
i e 'd neessnoy suaydaig 9ayuIdg Pue TIUSINH
J. kel \ \’I‘A’\\(\. n\‘ _
Z y |
-
/'i...ll!.\
<
s
p]

L¥N

|

w,

-~ nusssnoy ‘9 ueany pue ynoy uuy wIPLT



THE HIGGINBOTHAMS
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Bill L. Higginbotham

-

Bill (1920- ) recalls his life at Lim Rock. His parents and grandparents were also
residents. In April 1943 Bill married Bernice Gentle, the daughter of Oscar and Martha Rousseau
Gentle. Their daughter, Rachel Higginbotham Turner, was born at Lim Rock before the family

moved to Scottsboro where Bill would be near his work.
Rachel grew up in Scottsboro and married James W. Turner. James is the son of the “shot

lady”; the Jackson County health nurse who visited the schools to administer the shots and
vaccinations to students. Both the Turners also like to recall the early life at Lim Rock.




Oscar and Flossie Newsom Higginbotham, Bill's parents, raised their family on the Old
County Road or Round the Mountain Road. This road was the main wagon road (now County
Road 542) that connected south Lim Rock with Stephens' Gap before Lee Highway was
constructed. Bill remembers the Old County Road as having been maintained by the residents
who lived on the road.

Oscar was a product of Lim Rock. Flossie came from Decatur and was the daughter of
Tom and Martha Buchanan Newsom. Oscar, as all youth of the day, began to work early. As a
teen-ager he worked at the Word Sawmill. At about twenty years of age, he became the telegraph
operator at the train station. In the 1920's he owned and operated the Higginbotham Grocery
Store. In about 1926 he sold his store to Willie Gentle. Lee Highway displaced the store and
Willie built another store across the new highway.

Rra oo aresaelelararereiearese relalelaleiclelosrieleladraraieral 2."&’1!?_(?}2!2:’?«"\\
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Ed Higginbotham's Store Circa 1930

From left: Newsome Higginbotham, unknown,
George (Bunk) Wallingsford, Jett Higginbothez,
Joseph (Joe) Woosley

Edward Monroe Higginbotham held two of his grandchildren, Oscar and Flossie's children.
From left: Edward and Katheleen.

Edward also owned and operated a business at Lim Rock. Edward had married Mary Ryan
also of Lim Rock. He owned and operated a shoe shop across the road (119) from Clyde Gentle's
 Store. He shared the building with the resident physician (Sherrell).

Edward is remembered today by some of his grandchildren as having a great skill as a
cobbler and having the ability to take raw material and make a pair of boots or shoes to meet the
specifications of a customer. Several of his descendants still live at Lim Rock, farming and
running the local farm nursery.
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3 When Clyde Gentle's store closed, the post office was moved upon the hill and across
 Highway 35. It was near the old rock quarry in a private home with Minnie Higginbotham serving
as the last acting postmaster in 1956.

W. D. (Bill) Woodall remembers his grandparents with his priceless photograph that was
taken at the Smith's Aspel home (circa 1898). Seated left to right: Dr. William B. Smith, Wendell
Smith, Vesta Lou Smith, (Mrs.) Lou Kelly Smith, Florence Smith. Standing left to right: Mark
- Kelly, Sue Smith, Maynard Kelly. Mark and Maynard Kelly were Lou's children of her first
- marriage. Sue Smith was a niece of the Smiths.

3 Bill's father, Dallas P. Woodall, married Vesta Lou Smith. Dr. Smith made house calls all
over Aspel and Lim Rock for $2.00 a visit.

At Clyde Gentle's
Store:

Ed Higginbotham,
Raymond Reid,
Alfred Gentle,
Verbon Stewart,
Homer Johnson,
Carl Stewart,

Joe Chambless
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THIS HOME STILL COMMUNICATES

This home was probably built between 1853-1859. The kitchen, the back room, and the part that
extended over the water trough have been torn away. Today, June 19, 1993, Shorty and Evelyn
Kennamer show off one of their prized possessions.

This home is laced with so many memories that it is difficult to stand in its presence and
not shed tears. Memories were so heavy in the minds of the persons gathering ideas for this story
that tears ran freely. This is true especially for those whose essence is Lim Rock.

Babies were born here. People were converted to the Christian faith. People died. One boy
may have been murdered by the Federal troops when they occupied the farm. Legend has it that

79




- and looted by the troops. The house stood. Strong people survived and built their futures. The
~ family unit built on love and respect was strong and functional. Each family member knew their
role and that each one fit into the family pattern.

: The Houks, Rousseaus, Tiptons, Carvers, and a combination of these families owned or
?'_occupicd much of the land at the head of Shiffman's Cove until about 1950. Evidence of their
- existence and influence is still strong. Their children and grandchildren still remember.
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Writings on left: Right:
Calvin Rousseau Mr. W. V. Gentle Beatrice Louise Rousseau
601 McKinley Ave. Scottsboro, Ala. June 27, 1924
Hunztsville, Ala. Route 2

_ Walls and rocks in the yard show that families and young people once lingered there.

- Writing and signatures on the walls show that young couples professed their love for each other.
- Others left their names on the walls and notes about themselves. Scrawled dates go back more
 than fifty years. Most of the ones who left their signatures for us to see and made their
~announcements 10 the world are gone from this world, As one studies the walls, memories and
“imaginations flow freely.




Rocks on the yard carry their own stories. John Rousseau was born there. As he and his
brothers and sisters grew up, they spent much of their time in the yard and mountains. Agate and
other rocks were gathered in the mountains and were cut and shaped into play things. The pictured
yard rocks still lie where they were 75 years ago. John showed his children and son-in-law, Shorty
Kennamer, the pits that he made in those rocks. Those pits were precisely made to serve as molds
and dies for the agate so he could sculpture stone marbles to his liking. He made his “taws.” Taws
were the main marbles with which to shoot. Those stones are deliberately, and with affection, left
in place. Now their story is shared with others.

All of his life John loved the outdoors. He liked to fish and hunt. He knew the hangouts of
animals. He joked all of his life about the time he sold his brother, Calvin, a “coon” track that he
had discovered in the mountains. He received 50c for the important information.

Will Dave farmed and preached for a living. Among other things, he raised goats. Some
of these would be used to feed the large crowds that gathered at his farm during the association
meetings.

Will Dave Rousseau was a Primitive Baptist minister. Many young couples went to him to
get married. They, today, share their stories of beginning their life together. Some have their
memories written on the walls. Some spent part of their honeymoon with the Rousseau family.
This old home has seen life, death, war, developing love, Christian meetings and fellowship,
courtships and honeymoons. It has seen it all. It gives much of it back with its many reminders.

Who today could have the skill to hew the perfectly fitted rocks used to build the two
chimneys? These limestone rocks look as though they were gathered in the local mountains and
hewn precisely to fit the spot. Stepping stones show the same perfection.
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Who could afford the cedar posts and lumber that was used? Even though the home is over
one hundred forty years old, the lumber shows no signs of having been affected by time and
weather.

The watering trough that is used today for cattle is the same system that was used at the
turn of the century to bring water to the house. Originally a spring high in the mountains had been
hamessed. Water was brought down the mountain with flumes or hollowed-out logs to the porch
area of the house. Pipes were installed nearby and the gravity-fed flow pushed the water up
through a half-circle pipe to make the water flow behave like an artesian well. The water flow
went into a huge wooden vat with a cooling spray that radiated out for several feet in all
directions. Many people used this cool water as an excuse to linger for a moment or to “set a
spell” with a friend. Milk and other foods were kept in the trough, full of overflowing cold water.
This effort at food storage, plus the cave storage for some homes, was the only method of
refrigeration at the time. Some people put jugs of milk on a rope and lowered them into the well.

This is the setting that Will Dave and Ellen used to attract the dozens of people who would
often come for a few days for their church's association meeting. It was the place where young
couples would sit on the porch together or perhaps sit on the boulders of the yard. It was a place
where memories were made and recorded on the walls and rocks.

John built the barn at his father's place after he was grown and he and his wife, Julina
Carver, lived on the adjoining farm. He and his brother, Calvin, set up their own sawmill nearby
and sawed their own lumber. John cut and snaked out the timber before he did his own sawing
according to his own plans and specifications. He kept his blueprints tucked away in his mind as
his work progressed from trees to a building.

Later he moved his family to the house nearest the Gentle Cemetery at Stephens' Gap.
That home still shows his skills as a carpenter and designer. He set up his sawmill nearby and
continued to turn out his lumber. Jimmy, his son, lives in a modern home across the road from




Evelyn remembers her grandfather's home. She also remembers her nearby, childhood
home. Her home was the last house at the head of Johnny Kay Hollow. The house and barn are
still in good shape. The house has been remodeled. The hand-dug well was covered by the
extended roof and was very much a part of the house. Water was drawn using a bucket and
windlass. The soil was rich and grew good cotton and corn. Gardening and truck patches kept the
family well-fed during the growing season. The crops were canned and stored for winter.

S ——
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‘ John, Julina (holding Evelyn) and Beatrice.

The barn was large. A vertical pole was installed between the house and barn. Hay was
shocked high around the pole to save storage space. It also allowed the farm animals to eat at their
pleasure instead of waiting for a set feeding time.

Johnny Kay Hollow was the berry capital of the area. People from all over picked
blackberries and fought snakes. Fear of snakes was real and justified. Whole families and nearby
families would go together on berry-picking parties. Berries were harvested by the bucketful and
washtubful. As the pickers returned home with their pickings, they were amply entertained as
they watched each other fight the crop of chiggers that had found their source of food by
embedding on the pickers. The chiggers were picky in choosing their spots to embed. The pickers
were too modest to scratch but hurt too much not to.

John and Julina's home often served as a gathering place for the community. Dances were
held with local fiddlers and guitar pickers serving up the music.




THE ROMANCE OF SHORTY AND EB

In 1941 Woodville was a long way from Lim Rock. Buses ran. Trains ran. People rode
Number 35, or 36, or 43 (also called Joe Wheeler) between the towns. When they got off the train
they still might have miles to go. Evelyn lived several miles from the train station.

Did this distance deter Shorty? No. He had “sidled” up to Eb and received a favorable
wink. He occasionally rode his bicycle from Woodville to Shiffman's Cove. At the end of his visit
he rode back to Woodville.

Most of the time he rode a bus or train from Woodville. If he rode a bus he got off near
Stephens' Gap and walked through the fields and over the roads the several miles it took to reach
the Rousseau place. If he came by train he got off at the station at Lim Rock. This trip added a few
more miles to his day of “sparking.” If he did not catch a wagon ride, he walked those miles also.
His efforts paid off though. Fifty years later, the two are still looking out for each other. They still
have the love for each other and for John's place and especially for Grandpa Rousseau's place.




CHURCHES

1 The Lim Rock community has been served primarily by the Methodists, Primitive
~ Baptists, and the Missionary Baptists. The Church of Christ also has a church in the community.

The Methodist Church has had several names and has been located in at least three
~ different places. In early Lim Rock it was located behind Clyde Gentle's store and across the road

" from the Grist Mill.

In the 1930's it was located across the road from the present Mt. Ararat Baptist Church.
While it was located there it also served as a school building. During the late 1930's the lots of
~ both the Methodist and Baptist Churches were often covered with wagons as people from far and
near came to the services. Now the Methodist churches are united into the Lim Rock United
Methodist Church which is located at the corner of Highway 30 and County Road 119.

M. Ararat Baptist Church has served the community in its present location for most of
Lim Rock's history. It was organized in 1880.

E The Bethlehem Primitive Baptist Church is in Shiffman’s Cove. It was originally located
~ on the other side of the road about three tenths of a mile south of its present location. Simeon

~ Perry Houk was a representative from this church in 1845 to the Mud Creek Association near
Hollywood. This was the first record of the church as having sent a representative to the

- association.

The present Jenny's Chapel Church of Christ is located on or near the site of the Jenny's
- Chapel Church that was burned in about 1910. It also served as a school and was destroyed by fire
in about 1924. It is named after Jenny Womack who led the community to get the original
building constructed.

Jenny Womack (far right
holding baby) with her
family: They were at

their home near Jenny's
Chapel. This house was
occupied for many years
by Sanford Brown.
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Earl Bishop supplied this Church Roll.
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FOOT WASHING

This recent scene shows a Primitive Baptist Church’s membership practicing the time-
honored custom of foot washing.

The ancient and honored custom of washing feet was, and is, practiced in the Bethlehem
Primitive Baptist Church located in Shiffman's Cove. The church building has been moved as
shown on the maps from one side of County Road 80 to the other side and about one half mile
further north. Some of the present members were members as children in the 1930's. Beatrice
Rousseau Wilbourn, John and Julina Rousseau's daughter, now lives in Huntsville; but she
worships in her childhood church. Her cousin, Hurshel Rousseau, still lives nearby and is a
member.

Nelson Varnell in his book on the churches of Jackson County reported that Simeon Houk
was a delegate from the Bethlehem Primitive Baptist Church of Shiffman’s Cove in 1845 to the
Mud Creek Association. Mud Creek is near Hollywood. Nelson says 1845 was the first year the
church was represented in the Association.

The Huntsville Library has the minutes of The Baptist Church of Jesus Christ on Paint
Rock River and Larkin Fork, 1821-1863. Those minutes show church membership consisting of
both whites and African Americans in 1842.

The Paint Rock church ordained Simeon Houk to the ministry on the first Saturday in
August 1842. After the ordination Simeon was often the church's representative to other churches.
He also served on panels to determine when others were to be ordained.
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Will Dave and Ellen Rousseau

For many years Elder W. D. (Will Dave) Rousseau was the minister for the Bethlehem
Church. He also preached at Hollywood. He caught a train at Lim Rock to get to his assignment.
His home often served as the meeting place for the Association as he and his wife, Ellen, served
as host and hostess. Their grandson Benjamin Rousseau, recalls that their home often served as
the meeting place for sixty-five or more overnight guests. They came to the Rousseau home in
Shiffman's Cove in wagons, prepared for overnight church activities. Usually the meeting lasted
for three days. Ellen's kitchen would go full blast with her making fifty or more biscuits at once in
her special pan and oven. She cooked about 300 biscuits for each meal. Crackling bread was
cooked in the Dutch oven on the hearth with coals on top and banked under it while it was
mounted on 4-5 inch legs.

The church regularly had meetings with about three days of preaching and dinner-on-the-
ground. The community was welcome to join the covered-dish affair. It drew strong community
support and was well-attended. Dozens of tables were set up outside. They were filled with food
and the atmosphere was filled with fellowship.

Foot-washing ceremonies were observed on a regular basis, perhaps once a year, in the
1930's. Today it is observed twice a year. Today as in the 1930's, the church shows modesty and
humility in its practices.

Women worshipers always wore long dresses and sat on one side while the men sat on the
other side. It seems that the separation of the sexes was more a custom than a teaching of the
church. It was just done. Like the Shakers of old, the faith and practices were simple and direct.
Members put the foot-washing example of the Bible into practice to show humility.
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When foot-washing time came in the service, women turned their pews facing each other.
They washed only each others' feet. Wash pans were used during the services. After washing, the
feet were dried with towels.

Men did not have to turn their benches. The elder or preacher joined the other men for the
ceremony with no special recognition. Today men and women sit together in the church service.
When foot-washing time comes, they separate as before.

Elders, deacons, messengers, or members could, and can be, “turned out” at any given
time if their perceived behaviors did not, or do not, conform to the church's teachings. Acceptance
of membership or turning out took, and takes, a vote of the church's membership. If a person was,
or is, turned out they can still attend the church. They could not benefit from any of the church's
activities.

Some members and visitors of the Bethlehem Baptist Church attended their Saturday
service June 19, 1993. They sat on a pew saved from the old church. Some of the members
informally refer to the old church as Acom Hull Church.

When this church was built in about 1965 it was constructed on a site donated by Calvin
Rousseau.

Seated from left to right: Elnora Benson Guess, Pauline Stewart Wright, Stella Brown. Standing
left to right: George Guess, Elder Leon Etheridge, and Hurshel Rousseau

90



- Page 99 - Mud Creek Association, Alabama 1821 - 1990

Bethlehem Church

~ Bethlehem Church, located in Schiffman's Cove, about three miles northwest
- of Limrock, Jackson County, Alabama, was constituted in June 1844 as an
- arm of Union Church. Members who lettered out of Union Church to compose
- the membership of Bethlehem Church were Elder Simeon Houk, his wife, Tobitha,
A, T. Stevens, Mary Moon, S. Stephens, Elder Levi Isbell, Matthew Summers
~and Austen, a man of color.

‘Bethlehem Church was admitted into the Mud Creek Association in September
11844 and remained until 1867. The church was readmitted into the association
-in 1908.

Known ministers called and ordained at Bethlehem Church were W. D. Rousseau
‘and Fred Stewart. Other pastors who also were members of this church were
Simeon Houk, ILevi Isbell, James R. Isbell and Grady Kilpatrick. Pastors
whose membership was at other churches in the association were Holland
Crumbly, Clifton Johnson and Leon Etheredge.

‘Deacons:

W. Brad Stewart 1909-1927 (ordained at Union Church
in 1907; joined Bethlehem
Church in 1909; returned
to Union Church in 1927)

Andrew J. Pockrus
Henry Swearingin
Hershel Rousseau
Terrell Hughes

ﬁhurch Clerks:

W. E. Eldridge 1908

Joe Stewart 1909-1914
W. Brad Stewart 1915-1926
Henry Swearingin 1927-1930
Izora Sherill -1931-1944
Henry Swearingin 1945-1954
Mayme Stephens 1955-1983
Elnora Rousseau Guess 1984-1990

ﬁhe current clerk's address is Route 2, Woodville, AL 35776




~ page 100 - Mud Creek Association, Alabama 1821 - 1990
_Bethlehem Church, continued.

. Messengers to the Mud Creek Association:

Ievi Isbell 1845-1853
John Wright 1845-1854
Matthew Summers 1845, 1851
3 William C. Isbell 1846, 1853
; James R. Isbell 1847-1852
; A. G. Talkinton 1847-1854
: Simeon Houk 1848-1861
k William R. Lindsay 1858-59
3 William C. Maples 1858, 1861
J. K. Murry 1858,59
Talton Branham 1859
3 George W. Houk 1861
1 A. J. Pockrus 1908-1924
W. D. Rousseau 1908-1946
] W. Brad Stewart 1915-1926
: J. C. Stewart 1915, 18, 25
3 W. G. Berry 1917-1932
; Fred Stewart 1918, 1925
; W. B. Stevenson 1918
- Milus M. Swearingin 1919-1935
. T. R. Rice 1921
Alvey Byram 1922
Henry Swearingin 1925-1959
C. Collier 1928
J. R. Miller 1929
) George Rousseau 1935
E Izora Sherrill 1936-1942
; Mayme Stephens 1937-1971; 1974-1980;1983;1986
3 Mary Byram 1945-1950;55;61;62;65;66
! Dora Pockrus 1945
Ellen Rousseau 1945
Dora Byram 1946-1948
Pearl Elledge 1946
Maggie Hartman 1947-1952
Elnora Rousseau 1948-1972;1976-1979
Elnora Rousseau Guess 1980-1990
Gene Byram 1949-1951;54;55;1959-1974;76;1978-1983;
1985-1989
Grady Kilpatrick 1955;56;66
Doris Kilpatrick 1956-1958;63;69;73
Beatrice Wilbourn 1960;74;77;82;84;87;89;90
Hershel Rousseau 1961-1990
Ella Byram 1962
Dan Porter 1971
Terrell Hughes 1972
Gordon Lusk 1972-73
Mary Jo Byram 1976;84;85;88;90

Kathy Brewer 1981




- Page 100a - Mud Creek Association, Alabama 1821 - 1990
- Bethlehem Church, continued.

Membership:

: The largest number of members was 34 in 1858; the smallest number
~was 6 in 1990. During most of the years from 1908 through 1930, the
membership ranged from 20 to 30.

 Monthly services are held on the third week-end, Saturday afternoon at

- 2:00 PM and Sunday morning at 10:30 AM. Communion services are held in
May and October.

Source: Handwritten and Printed Minutes of the Mud Creek Association,
Alabama, 1821-1990.

Note: Church Clerks were not listed in the minutes prior to 1908.

Mrs. Elnora Guess is current clerk; she may have the church minutes which
- would be in more detail than the association minutes.

The above information about the Bethlehem Primitive Baptist Church was furnished by Beatrice

Rousseau Wilbourn. The pictures of an outdoor baptism in 1993 by another Primitive Baptist
Church were also furnished by her.
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This Bible is part of the church's property. It appears that the Bible was the family Bible of the
Swearengin-Gentle families and was left as part of the church's references.
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PARENTS' NAMES

Husband 1. H. Swearengin was
Born June 2nd 1888

in Jackson County Ala

Son of M. M. Swearengin

and Nancy J. Swearengin

Wife Sallie Gentle was

Born July 18th 1892

in Jackson County Ala
Daughter of W. S. Gentle

and Nancy A. Gentle
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Ruby M. Swearengin was bornd March 24 1913
Julia Nancy A. Swearengin was born Sept 11 1915
Milaus S Swearengin was born Sept 11 1914
Lucy Estell Swearengin was born Sept 6 1917
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MARRIAGES
I. H. Swearengin and
Sallie Gentle was married
June 2nd 1912
Claude B. Woosley and
Ruby M Swearengin was married
Nov 5th 1932
Virgil Pockrus and

Julia Nancy A. Swearengin was married April 7.1935

Milaus S. Swearengin Died




CROSSTIE MAKING

Shelbyville, Tenn. Jan. 5, IS0,

Doar ¥r, Tucker :

I am paylng .70cts. for 7 x 9 x 8% Red Oak and +45cta.
for 6 x 8 x 8% fob Cars in Car load lots sizes loaded separate.
At Stevenson or any other point on the N.& C. Ry.

Write me 1f you are going tc put some on.

Yours Very Truly,
F. F. Webb,
Shelbyville, Tenm.

Many people's livelihood depended upon wood products. Wood was the source of heat in
most of the homes. In addition to a heat source, trees were used to make crossties. Crossties were,
and are, used to tie the rails together on the railroad. Men had to compete with mechanization, the
sawmill, when they made crossties. It was difficult for a man to hand-hew a tie and sell it as
cheaply as if it were cut at the sawmill. We still hear the same voice today when jobs are being
displaced by machines.

T
s

When an egg breaks at one end{c the other end, and it can
5 be boiled without tha/condents coming out.

Rlanlr DNraticthiad onnd laxative — nnvalo vacetahle

A skilled tiemaker could make 10-12 ties in a day. When a suitable stand of trees was
located, two men with a crosscut saw would fell the trees and cut the logs to the desired length.
Usually one man would work alone to hew the tie. He would first notch one side of the log using a
double-bit ax. Several notches would be made from one end of the log to the other. Then the log
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would be rolled one fourth turn and that side would be notched. All four sides would be notched
the same way. Sometimes only one side would be notched before the slab was removed. The slabs
were split off by using either a double-bit or a poleax. When the slabs were removed from all
sides or entirely from one side, the broadax was then used to smooth the sides or side to the
desired dimension.

When the tie was hewed and smoothed, it was ready for delivery to the buyer. The
tiemaker would get 25-35c¢ for a tie. The tie would be carried on the shoulders of two men to the
nearest wagon road. It was the custom that if two men carried one on their shoulders, one would
have it on his right shoulder and the other on his left. The tie or pole seemed to balance better that
way. Also, the two men had to work as a team. Should one man drop his load before the other one
was ready, serious harm could result.

Working with timber was dangerous. Treecutters had to know how to fell a tree. It could
fall the wrong way or kick back or a dozen other things that would offer dangerous conditions.
After the trees were cut and the logs prepared for crosstie hewing, there was still danger. A man
usually placed one foot on the log for his balance and the balance of the log as he swung his sharp
double-bit ax or the broadax.

One crosstie maker shared his tale of danger with his friends all of his life. As he swung
his sharp ax, it glanced off the log and ripped through his shoe as though his shoe was hot butter.
He fell to the ground in great agony with pain that was almost unbearable. After a while he felt
that something had to be done or else his life would be in grave danger as he worked alone in the
mountains. He found the strength to remove his shoe, only to find that the ax had opened his shoe
all the way through and never touched his foot. The psychological pain was as real as physical
pain would have been. This story was told for many years to the amusement of friends.

LUMBER CAMPS

Railroad companies often built single-room shacks for men to exist in while they worked
for the railroad. Lumber camps were often built near a sawmill for workers to have the simplest of
shelter while they worked for the sawmill. This story may be typical of the lumber camps in the
South in the 1920's and the 1930's.

One man who is now in his 80's remembers the hard life of such a camp. He was from a
large family and had to leave school in the seventh grade to find work. His first job was at a
sawmill. As he earned his meager wage, he dutifully delivered it back to his father for a pooled
effort to feed the family. His father hurt because of the hard times and his limitation to care for his
family as wanted. Nevertheless, the boy who had to drop out of school went on to be a highly
successful person in the lumber business, offering financial security for his family with a sense of
thankfulness.

96




This young man had to move on from his first job at the mill to another community and a
lumber camp. He and three other young fellows lived in a tent. The tent had an elevated floor and
was heated by a woodburning stove using the wood slabs as fuel.

Water was brought from a nearby spring. Bathing was done in the creek. After the young
workers had been settled for a while they worked out a scheme for bathing. They tapped a spring
that would bring water to a metal tank that was mounted seven to eight feet high. The sun would
warm the water. He and the others could take a shower and have warm water on warm days.

A few feet away from their tent were four young African Americans who were also trying
to make their way with the same hard conditions. They built themselves a one-room shack, using
scraps from the mill. They all struggled to survive by the sweat of their brows.

THE BISHOP--SHELTON FAMILIES' LIM ROCK

Talton (T.V.) and Martha Morris Bishop and their Chinch Row house at Lim Rock. Martha died in
a house fire at the head of Gentle's Cove on December 7, 1941.

In about 1907 T. V. Bishop moved his family from Cedartown, Georgia to Sand Mountain
and then to Lim Rock. They raised their family at Lim Rock. Earl, one of their children, was about
four years old when they moved.
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Long-time friends, from left, Earl Bishop and Bill Woodall joined the group to plan for the 1993
Lim Rock-Aspel Heritage Day. At age 90, Earl claims the title of the oldest resident or former

resident of Lim Rock.

Like most young men, Earl went searching. His search ended when he met Annie Shelton.
For sixty-six years they cared for each other until her death in 1986. She is buried in Cedar Hill
Cemetery in Scottsboro. Earl's reflection upon his life is that of one at peace with himself and the
world as he said, “I have had a good life. I have had two good homes; at my childhood home and

after I married.”

Earl received the
Heritage Day award
for being the oldest
Lim Rock resident.
His children, Inez
Butler and Cecil
Bishop looked on.
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The Sheltons

Standing left to right: Grady,
Boots, Orville, Dee, Tip
Sitting left to right: Estelle,
*Annie, Maude, Ethel

Left to right: Annie
Shelton Bishop, Paul
Stewart, Maude Shelton
Berry

The Sheltons lived near the Isbell Cave in Gentle's Cove. Earl and Annie lived in the Shelton
home for about two years. Today the house is used as a hunting lodge.
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Left to right in both pictures: Earl and Porter (circa mid 1920’s)

Earl recalls the time when, as a young man, he and Porter Wallingsford with mule teams
hauled timber out of the mountains to load onto the railroad cars at the Lim Rock train station.
- Earl reminisces of Lim Rock as a timber town.

Earl, with his son J. B.(1924-1990), shows off the main means of transporiation.
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Earl, before he owned some land, moved from rental to rental where there were nearby
jobs. In the 1940's he lived in Shiffman's Cove. During some of these years he raised Arabian
horses for Houston Glover on the John Rousseau place at the head of the cove. Some of the horses
were expensive for the day-- bringing $3500 or more each when they were sold out of state.
Houston (the son of Billy and Tish) and Elvira Bryson Glover had bought the farm but continued
to live in Huntsville.

Earl Bishop is like a high-fidelity recording as he, with clarity, recalls the details of the life
at Lim Rock. He, like most young men of the 1920's and the 1930's, lived where he could and
worked at what was offered. He was the barber at Obe Hurt's store until it closed. The barber shop
moved to Clyde Gentle's store where John Rousseau became the barber.

His memory says there was the Isbell-Malone Bank next to the Hurt store. Tales passed
along to him by some older residents during his young years told of gambling that took place in

the bank. In the 1880's a death occurred in the bank due to a gambling dispute, according to Earl's
stories.

Webb and Sally Gentle at their home on Leslie Ridge

Webb Gentle, Clyde's uncle, operated a cedar sawmill across the road from Clyde Gentle's
store. Webb bought and sold cedar posts and cedar to be used for pencils. His post yard was very
much a part of the business landscape.

Near the Clyde Gentle's store were the weighing scales for wagons and their cargo. Corn
was weighed before it was loaded aboard the train cars for shipping. ’
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In about 1912, Bill Woodall's uncle, Paul Smith, operated the Lim Rock gin for a while.
The gin was located just east of the present Highway 11 and near the present Highway 35.

Near the gin, Mitchell's wagon shop operated in about 1912. The shop made all parts for
wagons. The parts were shipped by train to Bane Mitchell of Stevenson. Ed Smith was the “team
boss.” He took care of the horses, mules, and wagons. Lee Smith, one of the young employees,
hand pumped water from the well-known Lim Rock well to the boilers of the band mill. Lee was
known as the pump boy.

Standing on the log wagon from left are Les Rousseau, Ed Smith, Earnest Holder, Earl’s brother
Charlie Bishop, and Lee Smith. The girl is Lee's sister. This log wagon was one of the four or five
wagons that were used to get the logs to the wagon mill. The building in the background was the
mill workers' living quarters. Such buildings, known as “the workers' shacks” were common
around sawmills.

In addition to being a barber, Earl did several jobs as the opportunities presented
themselves. He operated sorghum mills as an expert molasses maker. He hauled crossties and
timber. Such was part of the life of one man's family at Lim Rock.
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THE GLOVERS

On August 16, 1993, Elvira Bryson Glover shared her knowledge of the Glover family.
Some of her points have been made before in this effort at telling the Lim Rock story. Her points
are told in a fresh manner and offer much insight into the customs of the people and the history of
the area. They are well worth repeating. Some of her information was taken from the notes of the
Glover family Bible. Elvira has done her share in compiling many interesting stories of the
Glover--Wilhelm (Willhelms) families.

Remembering Rebecca Ann Wilhelm

Rebecca Ann Wilhelm was known to the family as
“Aunt Becky” (Ref. Glover family Bible). She was born
28 Dec. 1846. She is buried in the Glover Cemetery at
Limrock.

Her first marriage was 25 July 1866 to Andrew
(Andy) James Moon (e). Children of this marriage were:
George W. Moone, 2 Dec. 1869; Tisasy (Tishie) Lee
Moone, 18 Sept. 1871 (Also given as Tishielee); and
Andy James Moon. They lived in a log cabin in Shipman's
Cove.

Her second marriage was to William Lemley, 3 Aug.
1880. Their son, D. Thomas Looney Lemley, was born 4
Nov. 1881.

Aunt Becky's third husband, much to her children's
dismay, was “Bunt” Peters. Aunt Becky was living at the
time with her daughter Miss Tish and Tish's husband, W.
E. Glover. The Glovers did not approve of the
courtship, so she ran away and got married. Becky
called her new husband “Mr. Peters.” Mr. Peters or
Grandpa Peters was a character. They moved into their
own log cabin on Lee Highway, now Highway 35.

Grandpa Peters believed in having a rooster for
every hen. He let them roam through the woods. He is
remembered for gathering big baskets full of eggs. He
would stride through the woods without stopping for
bushes or brambles, and as a result, had many rips and
tears in his clothes.

The story is told that at one time when Becky was
away, Mr. Peters was left alone to “batch.” He used up
all of the everyday cups and started using her new,
Sunday, Sears & Roebuck cups and saucers. Becky
returned as he was sitting at the breakfast table,
drinking coffee. “Mr. Peters,” she cried, “what do you
mean, using my Sunday cups?” Mr. Peters casually picked
up his rifle and shot off the handles of all the cups
left on the shelf.
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Thelma and Mamie had to stay with the Peters when
they were sick. They hated to do this, because "Mr.
Peters” was So strict with them. Once when Thelma was
staying with them, he got up early on a winter morning
and was carrying a bucket to the well--which was at the
end of the long, icy porch. He slipped and fell on the
slick porch and tumbled into the water barrel. He
couldn't get out, so he had to call for Thelma to help
him. The family all thought this was very funny, but
“Mr. Peters” felt differently!

Remembering Otis Houston Glover

He was born in a log cabin in Shipman's Cove, where
his mother and father and family lived in one room and
his grandmother and grandfather lived in the other. The
two rooms were separated by an open dog-trot. The
kitchen was detached, and in back of the room where
William Edward Glover and Tishia Lee Moon Glover lived.

Houston was the baby of a family of five children.
The Glovers had lost one child in infancy, and one child
at an early age.

He walked to school in Limrock, a distance of
several miles. It was a one-room schoolhouse, heated by
a wood stove.

Houston's father was a blacksmith. His anvil 1is
now at Burritt Museum in Huntsville, Alabama.

Dear Mr. Tucker:

I can't begin to send you all the information that
I have. I have decided that the best thing I can do 1is
to tell you about my impressions of Limrock when
Houston and I were first married.

This was in 1935, during the depression. I was a
city girl, born in Petersburg, IL, and Houston would
not take me to “The country” as we called it--meaning
his family home in Limrock-- until after we were
married. I am sure that he thought that I would not
accept his family, but I was most impressed with their
honesty, their simple life, and their unusual customs.

After we were married, we lived In a two-room
apartment in Huntsville, where we both worked. Houston
borrowed Virgil's car and made arrangements for me to
meet the family.

It was a cold, rainy day in February. About
halfway into Shipman's Cove, we slid off of a bridge and
had to walk the rest of the way through the woods. I had
on a navy blue wool suit, a blue taffeta blouse, and

104




blue suede pumps. Imagine my embarrassment when I
arrived after walking through the bushes and brambles.

All of the family were gathered to meet the bride.
Houston was 27 years old--and a bachelor, they thought!
Of course I was viewed with much curiosity, as he had
been more or less engaged to another girl for a long
time.

The family lived in the original log cabin where
all of the Glover children were born. I found the
typical Limrock sitting room, which had two full-size
beds in it and cane bottom chairs arranged in a
semicircle around the fireplace. They had no
electricity or running water. The bathroom was the
usual outhouse. The dining room was filled with a long,
narrow table, with benches on either side and a chair at
each end. Mr. Glover sat at the head of the table and
all of the assembled men were served first. The women
served the food, and after the table was cleared, they
ate at the “second” table. The children ate what was
left, at the “third” table. There were no screens at the
windows, which did not bother me at the time,
(February), but later on, in the summer, it did. Flies
were “shooed” away with tree branches. They usually
returned as soon as the diner sat down to eat.

The cuisine was fascinating. I had never seen such
an elaborate menu. They served baked chicken, fried
chicken, and chicken and dumplings; baked beef or pork,
fried meat, and beef stew; numerous boiled vegetables
and several cakes. Custard pies were stacked on top of
each other. Apple cake was stacked in thin layers. (I
never learned to cook an apple cake like that.)

I later learned that Mr. Glover would sit on the
front porch and invite everyone who passed by to stay
and eat with them.

As they had no television, they sat around the
fire and talked. Then when a family started to leave
they would start getting their coats and stand around
the door, saying, “Well, you-all come.” The answer was
always, “You-all come back,” and this went on for
awhile.

I don't remember what vehicles they came in, but I
know that cars were scarce and the “home folks” (Miss
Tish, Mr. Billy and Myrtle, who being an old maid lived
with them) didn't have a car. Usually it took about two
hours to drive up to the farm from Huntsville, and
Houston always wanted to start about 7:00 AM. We were
finally able to buy a used car and could go to the farm
in it. Houston's friends kidded him by saying that when
he slammed one door, the other one flew open. I think it
was a DeSoto Coupe.

Mamie (Glover) and Dave Stephens lived across the
field, near the family cemetery, in a big house with a




porch on all sides. I liked all of Houston's family, but
especially Mamie and Dave.

One of the first things I noticed about the people
at Limrock was that the men always walked in front of
the women. I never figured that out, unless it was to
protect the women from rattlesnakes or stray dogs, or
because walkers usually had to walk in the ruts in the
road or through the woods, overgrown with brambles.

The May Meeting was an important time for the
community. Mr. Billy would always save one pig and
fatten it for Miss Tish to prepare for the many guests
at the May Meeting. They never knew who was coming but
they all prepared for as many guests as they could
accommodate. When all the beds were occupied, pallets
were made on the floor. Plenty of food was cooked, some
of it in advance. I remember that they would fry the
sausage and keep it in crocks, covered with grease,
until they were ready for it. Of course, the hams were
cured in the smokehouse. Eggs were saved up. Cakes and
pies were baked ahead of time. I never attended a May
Meeting, but it was a big event.

Mr. Billy made split oak baskets for use, not to
sell, and not for beauty. He taught some of the children
how to make them, but cutting the trees and splitting
the wood was too much work; so none of them remembered
how to do it. I found a small basket, in very bad
repair, in the attic and had a replica made from it. The
basket makers in Tennessee advised me not to have it
repaired because this would lessen the value of it. I
wonder whose it was and who made it?

Miss Tish developed cancer of the mouth and lived
a good while in very bad health. When she would have
really bad times, and they thought she was going to die,
they would call us--at any time, sometimes 3:00 AM--and
tell Houston that if he wanted to see his mother again,
he would have to come at once. By this time our son,
Doug, was about three years old. We would pile into the
DeSoto and drive up to the farm.

The people in the cove, friends and relatives,
would come from miles around and “sit up” with her. They
would sit around the fire and eat and drink coffee and
wait to see if she died. The family seemed to like this
custom of caring. The family and friends seemed to eat
all night, at least until the supply of food was
exhausted, as it was about 4:00 AM. Soon after that it
was time for the poor, tired women to fix breakfast,
which consisted of biscuits, sausage, eggs, butter,
jelly and coffee.

We slept in the “lean-to” on a feather bed. If we
looked out, we could not see a light anywhere because no
one had electricity. Sometimes we would hear a
fluttering of wings in the chimney or hear an owl hoot.
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They didn't have a bathroom. People would go
“outdoors” to the edge of the yard to relieve
themselves. The men shaved from a washbowl, before a
mirror hanging on the back porch. Everyone used a
common towel and drank from a water bucket and dipper
which sat on a shelf on the back porch. The women washed
from a bowl and pitcher in the bedroom. Many years
afterwards, when they finally got electricity, Houston
built them a bathroom after a pump was put in the well.

When Miss Tish died, there was even more of a
gathering. They had to “sit up” with the corpse, all
night. She was not taken to a funeral home as far as I
can remember. I think the women prepared her for
burial. After a long and emotional funeral, with much
weeping and hollering, she was carried across the field
by pallbearers and buried in the family cemetery.

Several years later Mr. Billy died from a fall in
the yard. He hit his head on a rock. They did have a
funeral home take him to Scottsboro to prepare him for
burial; but his funeral was held in the sitting room.
He, too, was buried in the family cemetery as were his
parents, James M. and Ellen Glover, and Mr. Billy's
aunt, Miss Jane Glover.

I have heard that Mr. Billy broke his arm from a
fall from his horse when he was first married. When the
doctor set it, it was stiff, and he never could bend his
arm after that.

0l1d folks were cared for by their children in the
family home as long as they lived. At the Glover place,
after the old people died, their rocking chairs were
placed in the attic and saved.

After Mr. Billy died, the will was read. He left
the “home place” to Virgil, with the stipulation that
Myrt could live there the rest of her life. The farm at
the end of the road up in Shipman's Cove was left to
Mamie, Thelma, Virgil and Houston. None of the others
seemed to care about the old “hillside farm;” but
Houston wanted it, so he bought out the heirs and
started improving it.

Houston loved the farm and the mountain and
spent lots of time and money on it. At first, with
Claude Bradford's help, he raised cotton and corn. It
became so hard to “row crop, ” that he turned the fields
into pastures and started raising cattle and hay.

He had a few farm horses to help with the work. I
decided to learn how to ride and took lessons. I became
interested in horses and on a trip to Barnesville, MD I
bought an Arabian filly. Houston thought this was the
craziest thing I had ever done. I figured that an
Arabian horse wouldn't eat any more than a plow horse. I
undertook to feed her and hired a man to train her when
she was three years old. We bred her several times but
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it was hard to sell an Arabian for anything like what
they are worth. We would lease her out to other
recognized breeders. One of the stallions we had
trained by a trainer in Decatur. We finally sold him for
much less than his real value. Later he was shown a lot
and was later sold for a good price, but we lost track
of him.

We now (1993) have Starlet, the mare who 1is 28
years old, and one of her offspring. Orion, a nice
gelding, is about 17. Mostly, they just eat and sleep.

Conditions changed after TVA and World War II.
Remember the old song, “How are you gonna keep them down
on the farm after they've seen Paree?” Well, things
changed after the war. The men left home to get jobs and
finally the depression hit. Many of those who had left
returned to the country when they lost their jobs. They
lived with their families. They always had plenty of
meat and vegetables. Many of those who left home worked
in cotton mills in Huntsville. Myrt and Mamie always
grew more vegetables than their families could eat.
They always had a supply of tomatoes and beans to share
with whomever visited them.

Another big change was when TVA brought power to
all. Families could install pumps in their wells.
Everybody who could afford to bought a washing machine.
The washing machine sat on the front porch, as there
were no utility rooms in the houses, no room for them
inside. Also, it would be close to the well, as water
was pumped up, but not yet brought into the house.

Even pefore bathrooms, the television sets became
popular-- with antenna attached to the roof of the
house. It was not unusual to see the washing machine on
the front porch and a television antenna attached to
the roof. These were indications of prestige, new
things that everybody had to have. The yankees who
migrated South to work at Redstone Arsenal made fun of
this practice, but little did they;know what 1t meant to
US.’ s ; :

Z

Elvira Bryson Glover
Houston Glover
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FRCM BERNICE STEPHENS ROUSSEAU'S PICTURE COLLECTION

My grandparents, Billy and Tishie L.
(Aunt Tish) Glover (1871-1939), at
their home in Shiffman's Cove.

This picture of Grandfather William

E. (Billy) Glover (1868-19L7) was
etched in metal.

Dave and Mayme Stephens at the
Glover home.

My parents, Mayme Glover Stephens
and Dave Stephens, soon after they
married on February 23, 1913.
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MILTON GENTLE,

THE MERCHANT

This article or ad was run in a newspaper advertising Milton Gentle's Store.

a2 <> >

M. GENTLE

Stands Foremost Among
The Merchants of the
County.

The town of Limrock is situated
ninc miles west of Scottsboro, on the
Southern Railway. We are proud
to have it reprasented in theso col-
amns by so snbstautial and progress-
ive a business man as Mr. Gentle,
whose record there is a shining ex-
ample of thrift and industry.

Almost opposite the railroad sta-
tion stands 8 large, spaciouns store,
well buill and furnished with every
<onvenience and facility for (ha
handling of 1 live, up-to-date busi-
ness. Itis by fur the lurgest cstab-
lishwent of jts kind in the place,
both in point of size and quulity and
quactity of stock on hund. Beside
the store stands a emall, insignificant
stracture whose dingy, woutlier-beat-

" ¢n boards show plainly that it lhas
" endared the force of more than one
winter, a building hardiy laryge

enough to give one shelter, aud yet
it s‘ands asthe Alpha of Mr. Gentle's
success. It was in thisbuilding that
the genial proprietor of the large
structare first commenced to pattle
with the world . as a . merchant.
Though not large, “still it wus lurge
ondugh to contain a $25 stock, which
afforded a starting point from which
a business hasdeveloped whose stock
at the present time aggregates $10,-
000.

Mr. Geptle took poseession of his
store in the year 1881, and there con-
ducted business uotil he found that
his quarters were wholly inadequate,

am} then he built his present estab-
lislgqae;xt and moved in, which was
in 1893,

The interipr ol;his" stélro is & model
of neatness; tho; .large, spacious
shelves being well filled with every-
thing necessary to the demands of
the country and town people in the
vicinity. His ¢tock includes gencral
merchandise, groceries. hardware,
and in fact, ever)thing which could
possibly be desired.

Mr. Gentle is & man of sterling
qualities and worth, being known
und admired throughout this region.
Axa trudesman ho has always given
salisfuction and his large putronng:
stands o a ready testimony to lis
ability,

Mr. Gentle has not onls been be-
fore the people of his cummunity us
a store-keeper, butis u large dealor
io lumber and timber, and also
owned and controlled the lime kilng
here, and manufactored that product
for eight vears.
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SCENES FROM LIM ROCK AS SHOWN BY MILDRED GENTLE'S PICTURE COLLECTION
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The building on the right was
the 1881 store before the new
one was built.

Polly Higginbotham, left
and Clyde Gentle
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Clyde Gentle and the 1930's
Methodist Church Building




John Quincy Allison

BEmma Brown Allison
Grandchildren Rodney &
Louise Gentle--Circa 1925

Rodney won the election.

RODNEY GENTLE
Requests the Honor of Being
Your STATE
Representative
PLACE NO. 1, JACESON CO.
Representing each of you
Faithfully, Honestly, Sincerely

Subject to the Democratic Pri-
mary, May 2, 1950.

“SUPPORT ME TO SERVE YOU”

(Pald pol. adv. by Rodney Gentle, Limrock, Ala.)
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Clyde Gentle
Carrie Mae Allison Gentle
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From left: Buddy Cox,
Rodney Gentle,
Louise Gentle--Circa 1925
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THE WORDS

i
Ragsrxeaeedirrag

In January 1993 eighty-nine-year-old Hal Word remembered his family and their life at
Lim Rock. His father, William Jacob (Jake) Word married Ella Jane Gentle, daughter of William
Leslie Gentle. This marriage and the children of this marriage tied the Word family with the
Milton Gentle family. Milton's son, Clyde, became a merchant at Lim Rock. The Word family
became business leaders of Scottsboro. Hal thinks that his great-grandfather William Gentle came
from Cumberland County Kentucky to settle at Lim Rock.

The Word-Gentle families are forever bound to each other. They also shared an aptitude
for business.

Jake settled in Lim Rock, the home of his bride. In about 1900 they built a home at the
intersection of the present County Road 30 and 527. Hal says there was no road west from the
family home. A field road went west with a ford in the creek. Travelers and local people had to
keep the road clear by using axes and saws on the undergrowth in order to keep it passable.

Jake went into the sawmill business. He moved his mill to a new location after a stand of
timber was harvested. He located across the road from Clyde's store. Later he moved it to Gunters
Mountain near Grant. Hal remembers the hard work his father did to make his business succeed.
About 1908 some of the Word family would, in a wagon or buggy, drive Jake (W.J.) to Aspel on
Sunday afternoons. Jake would be left off at the foot of the mountain to begin his long walk up the
mountain to his sawmill on Gunter's Mountain. He would spend the week batching in his cabin.
On Saturday afternoon he would come down the mountain to meet his family who had returned to
a designated pickup spot to take him home.




Jake wanted much for his family. He worked and planned to make good things happen. He
wanted his children to go to school. In about 1900 Lim Rock was struggling to even have one-
room schools. Those that were open were a long distance away from many families.

Newspaper articles say Jake built a small one-room school across the road from Mt. Ararat
Baptist Church. It was across the now County Road 30 and 82. It was for his children and a few
others.

Hal says that the Word family left Lim Rock in 1911 when he was just beginning school.
. They moved to Scottsboro for better opportunities in education and business. History has shown
that the family succeeded in both areas. Some members of the family have succeeded in several
business areas including the car and lumber businesses.

[EDITOR'S NOTE]: The above picture was the last one of Hal. It was made June 19,
1993, Hal B. Word died July 3, 1993 before this story made it to press. He was buried in
Scottsboro's Cedar Hill Cemetery.

EDUCATION

This one-room school at Nat was typical of the ones located in Shiffman’s Cove, across the
road from Mt. Ararat Church, and at Jenny's Chapel.

Of course, Lim Rock, like the rest of Alabama, at first had no schools. People did the best
they could to teach their children at home. Formal education was missing. As the population grew
- and clustered, Alabama made some effort to get involved in educating the children. Local people
had to bear most of the leadership responsibilities in getting schools built, staffed, and serviced.

A few one-room schools were built about 1900. Shiffman's Cove had its school built near
. Frazier's Springs. It was mostly manned by local parents who gave of their time to try to educate
their children. It lasted for a few years and then closed.
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Shiffman's Cove's children also went to the one-room school at Nat which was located on
top of the mountain on the western side of the cove. Nat School later competed with the Lim Rock
School to draw students so it could survive and stay open.

Jewel Houk and others of Nat came to Shiffman's Cove to recruit students in order to keep
the school open. Young children and youth walked up the foot trails of the mountains to get to
Nat. People now in their 70's tell of their experiences in the one-room school and the long
mountain climbs to get to classes. The school accommodated grades one through ten in combined
classes with each student working at their own rate of speed, wherever they might be. Each
student had to supply whatever he used. Teachers were not well-trained but were determined to
educate the best they could.

Esther Gentle, as told by her eighty-three-year-old daughter Ossie Smith, would before
daylight prepare a mule for the long ride up the mountains each morning to substitute teach in the
school. Parents were called upon to sacrifice to try to keep schools open. This was especially true
in Alabama from about 1929-1936 when the State's education system nearly collapsed.

Nat did survive these critical depression years. Later it closed and students were supposed
to go to Woodville. Like so many of the landmark schools, Nat School closed and burned in the
1940's. Schools had a way of burning during the lean years. The only sign of the school is a nice,
well-kept, open lot across the road from Ollie Houk on County Road 8. Ollie is a descendant of
the original Houk family who worked hard to keep the community education going.

Another one-room effort to educate Lim Rock's children was located about one mile south
of Highway 35 at the intersection of County Road 11 and 541. Jenny's Chapel Church of Christ is
now located on, or near, the site of the school. Jenny Womack is given credit by local old-timers
as having led the movement to get the church built. It also served as a school. She secured
community contributions and sponsored fund-raisers to get the needed funds to build the structure
in about 1910. The building burned around 1924. The present Jenny's Chapel Church building
replaced the destroyed building.

Teachers were not well-trained and their knowledge of child psychology was limited.
Classes were combined. Students were often kept back or retained until some vague standard
could be met as interpreted by someone with poor knowledge of subjects or children. Children
just simply quit school.

One person who grew up in the neighborhood said one fellow stayed in first grade over
and over. He grew older and got embarrassed and discouraged. There did not seem to be a way to
get out of first grade and the school. All avenues of escape seemed to be blocked to him. He
solved his problem by burning down the schoolhouse. After the school burned, the students began
attending the Lim Rock School.

A third one-room school at Lim Rock was built across County Road 30 from the present
Mt. Ararat Baptist Church. The Lim Rock School was later constructed across County Road 82

116




from the one- room school. Newspaper people and some local people attribute this one-room
school to the effort of the Jacob (Jake) Word family. This family had built their home just west of
the school at the intersection of the present County Road 30 and 527. There was no place for
children to go to school except to Nat or Shiffman’ Cove, or the Jenny's Chapel School. These
schools were miles away so the Word family built the school for its children and a few others.
This building was later used as the Methodist Church. The church continued on and was a major
influence in the community through the 1930's. The church was again used as a school when the
Lim Rock School was destroyed by fire in the 1930's. The school was rebuilt and was used until it
closed in 1972.

There were other one-room schools to serve the children of Lim Rock. Bessie Gentle
McCormack who is in her 70's remembers as a child how she walked miles to her school. She and
other children of Gentle's Cove walked east through the fields and across Leslie Ridge. They
walked through the Blue Springs area to Lizard Ridge. The school is remembered as the Lizard
Ridge School. It closed in the mid 1930's.

If schools did not have formal names, children placed their own names to their schools.
Gentry Hastings and his friends called such a school the Squirrel Hill School. It was located on
the flat spot or table on the hill above Obe Hurt's store and Bill Flippo's grist mill near the rock
quarry. It closed in about 1900.

Alabama began an earnest effort to improve its education system in the 1920's. Serious
effort was begun to fund the schools. An effort was made to close the one-room schools and to
consolidate them. Teachers began to get better training. The state tried to set a minimum seven-
months school year. In 1929-30 the state average school year was 150 days. Poor counties and
remote areas like Jackson County and Lim Rock did not fare so well.

The economic bottom fell out. The economy came crashing down with the Great
Depression. Alabama and Jackson County had no money to fund schools. The Alabama Supreme
Court had ruled that education was not an essential element of government; therefore, schools
could go unfunded while other functions of government would be funded first.

In 1932 the State Legislature reduced school funding from 10-30%. Teachers, who kept
their jobs, were paid with warrants. Many banks closed. Warrants could not be cashed because the
state had no money. A few individuals took advantage of the risks involved with the warrants and
cashed them at 85-90% value. Store owners would do this at times--provided the warrant holders
would trade at their store. Thus, the store owner got the discounted warrants and the profit from
the purchases. The teachers who had earned the warrants took a licking in both directions.

One teacher tells the story that she had done some work at Livingston State Teachers
College in teacher education. She taught in 1932 in order to get money to return to Livingston to
earn her degree. Instead, the state paid her in warrants at $50.00 a month. Her principal more or
less borrowed her warrants so he could buy a car so he could get to work. He was nice though, he




gave her mortgages on his milk cow and his cotton patch. Economics being what they were, the
principal could not repay the loans when due. The cotton patch failed, but the teacher did get the
cow. The car dealer agreed to accept the warrants on a reduced basis if the principal would buy a
car. Later, the teacher id get her pay and her degree. She had a long, distinguished career in
education.

Some people have what it takes to get rich regardless which way the market goes. Some
individuals and store owners who had enough cash to take advantage of the discounted warrants
went on to get rich off the risks of people who were unable to take chances.

School terms were reduced. Teachers were not paid. A few people volunteered to freely
give their time. Parents volunteered to substitute in order to keep the schools open. Interviews
with the people of Lim Rock who were students in the 1930's say the school year was often 3-4
months. The school may not have opened one year. Certainly, it was difficult for students to know
when school was in session. There were split sessions. Teachers, like everyone else, had to earn
cash. Some picked cotton alongside their students. There was a time to close to plant the crops
and a time to get out for harvesting. Children were needed at home to help make a living.
Attendance was poor. Money, clothing, and necessities were hard to come by in order to go to
school. No one was around to encourage students to stay in school. Books and supplies were
almost nonexistent. The drop-out rate was high. Nevertheless, most people of Lim Rock
succeeded. Many went on to very successful careers. Some became well-educated in formal
education.

This article is conied from THE DAILY SENTINEL, Scottsboro, Alabama, Thursday, June 10,

1971, Page 11. (Editor's note: Some of Jake Word's descendants and others
questioned that Jake personally built a school.) *

HISTORY OF LIMROCK SCHOOL
By Janis Wright

The earliest school at Limrock was located above
highway 72, just across the road from the present
Limrock railroad crossing. It began around 1900, and
was a one-room affair. School was taught for 3 months
and the grades ranged from one to eight. Mr. Clyde
Gentle, a longtime Limrock resident, remembers
weveryones short-legged overalls and clean white
shirts”. Mr. Gentles also adds. “There was no certain
grade. We mastered a reader on one level and then moved
to the next.” Early teachers at this school included
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Mr. Horace Vandiver, Mr. Richard Rousseau, Misses Eula
Owens and Mamie Blackwell.

During this same period, a school was built at
Shiffman's Cove. Each parent contributed one dollar per
year for their child to attend school there. Students
were called “a dollar scholar”. Teachers here included
Messrs. Andrew Houk, Harry Houk, Sam Winniger, Will
Owens, Newman Brown, and Misses Pearl Isbell and
Cornelia Owens.

In 1910, Mr. Jake Word built a one-room school
just across the street from the present day Arat
Baptist Church - so that his sons could go to school.
Limrock school was torn down and lumber used for
building a house. Shiffman's Cove sent their benches to
be used at Mr. Word's new school, and both these older
schools consolidated with the new Limrock school.
Teachers here included Messrs. Ed Johnson, Sam West and
Kirk Patrick.

In 1923, Aspel school consolidated with the
Limrock school. The one-room bulilding had become
overcrowded, and a larger school was needed. In 1925,
Mr. Mitt Gentle donated 5 acres of land east of the one
room school. The present school was buillt on this site.
When it began, 12 grades were taught. The new building
consisted of 6 rooms and a gymnasium but the gym soon
fell into disuse and was torn down. Mr. Clyde Hooper is
the only student who completed all 12 grades at the
Limrock school. He graduated in 1931.

In 1927, the first school bus began serving the
school. It was driven by Mr. Dike Woodall. In 1948, the
school got electricity - much to the disheartenment of
several students. Previously, on dark, rainy days,
school simply shut down. Now, 1t could proceed
normally. In 1962, the school had its first telephone
installed. In 1967, Larkinville consolidated with
Limrock.

Several outstanding men have passed through the
Limrock school. George and Albert Shelton, working for
the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Society, have measured
solar eclipses for the U. S. Government with highly
technical scientific instruments, and lead field
parties to several South Atlantic Islands to accurately
determine their position for NASA. These islands are
important tracking stations in space flights.

Mr. Earl Reed, NASA mathematician, has solved
several difficult problems in space technology at the
Huntsville Marshall Space Flight Center. Mr. James
Victor Hastings, a government seismologist, has done
much field survey work on the earth's magnetic field
all over the world. In 1969, a mountain in Antarctica
was named for him.

Mr. A. A. Clemens, present County Superintendent
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of Education, served as principal of the Limrock school
from 1957 to 1961.

Today, Limrock school has a faculty of four. Mrs.
Vinnie Hess is principal, and teaches 7th and 8th
grade. Mrs. Nila Siler teaches grades 1-3, Mrs. Janis
G. Wright teaches grades 4-6, and Mrs. Lena Sanders 1s
remedial reading teacher.

The school has 86 students enrolled. Mrs. Minnie
Higginbotham is lunchroom manager, and Mr. Harland
Moore 1is school custodian.

Janis (Ed) Wright wrote this article as a young, beginning teacher at Limrock. She is still
teaching in the Jackson County Schools.

On August 31, 1972 the school closed its doors for good. The school's youth were then
bused to the school in Woodville. The building was torn down and the 5-acre, school building site
reverted to the Milton Gentle estate.
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JACRSONIGOUNTY ADVEMGEER. WAFRRBEROV ALABAMA
"THURSDAY, AUGUSF24;4072 SECTION A - PAGE 3

Limrock School Closes

When the school .bell Limrock School has a
rings August 31, Limrock long and interestinghis-
School will not respond. tory and figures
The Jackson County prominently in the lives
Board of Education has of many residents and
decided it will be more former residents of
feasible to close the Jackson County.
school and transport the
students to Woodville or
Scottsboro.

Bill Woodall furnished this picture of his 1930 team at Lim Rock. Bill remembers playing
on the outside ball court. Later a gymnasium was built and the team played by the light of Aladdin
lamps. Bill transferred to Woodville and played on the team there.

Standing left to right: Clyde Hooper, Bill Berry, Rupert Wallingsford, James Stewart,
Archie Hastings, principal from Georgia W. G. Harris. Sitting left to right: Verbon Stewart, Bill
Woodall, Elmer Gattis, Otis Lusk.

Archie Hastings is Gentry Hastings' brother. Rupert Wallingsford is Ruby Wallingsford
Hastings' first cousin.
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It is believed that this picture was made in about 1900 at the one-room school
that was on the hill above the Gentle's Store. Local people refer to the school
as Squirrel Hill School. Note that nearly all of the children were barefooted.
Clyde Gentle is the boy on the front row with the crutches. Ossie Gentle, Clyde's
sister, is the 4th person from left on 3rd row.
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Faculty in 1942:
Front left to right: Annie Mae Woosley,
Bertie Kennamer

Back left to right: Nannie Harrington,
Mildred Baker, Beulah Kennamer

Annie Mae Woosley, Teacher



Faculty 1937-38
Beulah Kennamer, Ist grade;
Ollie Ruth Matthews, 2-3;
Annie Mae Woosley, 4th
Mary Alice Stewart, 5th-6th;
Dennis Hicks, Jr. High

T
1

1943 Ninth Grade

Left to right front: J. R.
Kennamer, Edith Higginbotham,
Ora Delaney, Elizabeth Berry,
Naomi Byrum. Back: (? boy),
Lorene Brown, Nora Delaney,
Hurley Dickerson, Cecil Bishop,
Evelyn Rousseau.

Ninth grade class of 1943 at the 50th Class Reunion in 1993. Left to right: Lorene Brown
Johnston, Nora Delaney Hooper, Ora Delaney Jones, Hurley Dickerson, Evelyn Rousseau

Kennamer.
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1993--Cecil Bishop and 1993--Edith Higginbotham
Elizabeth Berry Bishop. Woodall
(See Chart I)

Left: Seated from left--Blanche Ehringer, Cecil Bishop, (behind Cecil) Billie Wayne Berry, (?),
Jack Davis, Billy Gentle, Una Vivian Rousseau, Lena Wallingsford. Standing from left: Howard
Adams, Hurshel Rousseau, Beatrice Rousseau, Ed Berry, Sara Davis, Evelyn Rousseau, Benjamin
Rousseau, Inez Berry, Opal Tucker, Bernice Stephens and Vola Gentle.

Right: These students were part of a ninth grade class of the 1940's at their class reunion in 1971.
Front row left: Audrey Gentle Tidwell, Elizabeth Woosley Ferguson, Elaine Dulaney Maynor,
Doris Johnston Reed. Back left: Jessie Higginbotham, Edwin Gray, Jimmy Sparkman, Billy
Brown, Glen Bradford.
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Hastings - Shelton - Reed

This is a typical work scene at Lim Rock in about 1915. On the ground from left are Hic O’Neal

and Sid Shelton. On the wagon from left are Robert, Steve, and Fate Hastings. The last three men
are unidentified.

At first William Edward Shelton was known as Little Nat in honor of
his father, Nathaniel Shelton. Later he became known as Bill Nat.

Some of his children became interested and actively involved in the
Geodetic Survey with the United States Government. In about 1926, his
son George received a commission with the Survey. This interest was
carried on by Vic Hastings, Bill Nat's grandson. Vic has done much of
his work as an adult with the Survey.
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"Bill Nat (W.E.) Shelton (Circa 1934) with 2
of his sons; George (left) and Horace.

JAMES VICTOR HASTINGS

Vic represents more than one generation of the Hastings family at Lim Rock. He was born
at Lim Rock and finished school there. After graduating from Woodville High School he earned a
degree in engineering. His work with the United States Government as a geophysicist has let him
travel and do scientific work from pole to pole.

While doing scientific work in the Antarctic, he was honored for his efforts by having a
mountain named in his honor. It was named Mount James V. Hastings.

After retiring from work with the United States Government he returned to his Lim Rock.
He purchased his grandfather Shelton's estate near Stephen's Gap and built a modern home there.
Since his retirement he has been actively involved with his own private land surveying company.

EARL T. REED'S MEMORIES |

Earl, like so many people who spent their formative years at scenic Lim Rock, reminisced
with delight. His roots of several generations are there. His father, Earl Thomas Reed, Sr., died
before Earl was born. Grandparents, Fate and Lucy Hastings, helped to raise him until their deaths
in the 1960's. Grace Hastings Reed, his mother, died in 1966.
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The Lim Rock School offers some memories. The school had changed a little from the
1930's when he went to school there in the 1950's. The old hand-dug well had been closed and a
new drilled well was near the school building. Now the school had electric lights and water
fountains.

Even with this progress, outhouses were still part of the scene. When the girls' facility was
condemned, they took charge of the boys' facility and the boys took to the north woods. The boys
had to use the woods north of the campus until a new girls' restroom could be built.

Combination classes were still in vogue. School population was not big enough to have
one room for one class. Certain grades were combined in one classroom. The idea of combination
classes worked well for some students. They learned the next class before they got there because
they could listen in as the teacher conducted discussions for the next grade. Earl earned a double
promotion due to the combination classes.

Earl feels blessed for getting a good education foundation through the ninth grade at Lim
Rock. After finishing high school at Scottsboro, he went to Auburn University and earned a
Master's Degree. In 1979 he earned a Master's Degree in computer science at University of
Alabama, Huntsville, and has followed this career for years.

Even though he has lived in Madison County for all of his professional life, he yearns for
his Lim Rock and may someday return there to make his home.

THE GENTLE--McCORMA CK-ELLEDGE FAMILIES

Bessie and Grady celebrated their wedding anniversary with their family.

In January 1993, eighty-one-year-old Bessie Gentle McCormack told about her life in
Gentle's Cove. Most of the information she has of her grandparents came from her older brothers

130




and sisters. Their grandparents on the Gentle side died before Bessie established a strong
impression and memory of them.

Thomas Milton and Julie Wininger Gentle were her grandparents. Thomas Milton Gentle
was born in Jackson County in 1838. Some of Thomas' descendants today remember stories that
he left Gentle's Cove to join the Federal troops in the Army of Ohio. They also say he received an
eye injury during his military time that later caused him to go blind. A few people who are in their
80's remember him from the stories of their parents as having remembered him for his handicap as
much as for his ability. He was referred to as “Blind Tom.” He became a Methodist minister in the
Lim Rock area in the 1870's.

Bessie's other grandparents were Albert and Mary Johnson of Gentle's Cove. They later
lived in Albert Chambless' house at the end of now County Road 527. Albert and Mary Johnson
operated a store from their home and barn, selling groceries and other things. They are buried in
the nearby Johnson Cemetery.

Bessie's grandparents, Thomas and Julie, were the parents of her father Jeremiah. He was
called J. M. or Uncle Jimmar (Jeremiah). He was called uncle because he was older than the other
Jeremiah. The other Jimmar was his nephew, the blacksmith from Shiffman's Cove.

In the 1920's and the 1930's, Uncle Jimmar bought and sold furs as one means of making a
living. Trappers would sell their catches to him. He would stretch the hides on boards and let them
dry or season in an outbuilding. After the furs were cured, they were packed into wooden boxes
and shipped to the fur companies.

One of Bessie's fondest memories of her parents, Jeremiah and Georgia Ann Johnson
Gentle, was their casket making. Many people had to have homemade caskets for economic
reasons. Other people preferred to have handmade caskets. It was the custom of the times to make
caskets for members of the family or as volunteers to make one for a needy neighbor. Bessie's
own words describe one of her special memories of her father's work with caskets. “I remember
the special one he made with beautiful pine boards that he had bought. It was padded with nice,
white cotton and lined with white satin. The outside was covered with nice, black material and
black lace. The reason why I so fondly remember this incident was because I was small and got to
help him. I held the material in place while he secured it with tacks. He finished the casket by
placing on some beautiful silver carrying handles.”

Bessie married Grady McCormack who died April 17, 1992, a few months after moving to
Scottsboro. Grady is buried in Cedar Hill Cemetery at Scottsboro. Grady and Bessie had spent
most of their years together at Lim Rock and Woodville, adding to their early memories that had
begun in early Lim Rock.




Bessie and her sister, Jewell Elledge, enjoyed their family reunion in June 1993.

Jewell married Vernie Elledge. They made their home in Huntsville, Alabama. Vernie was
the son of Joe and Pearlie Mae Elledge. Vernie is buried in the Maple Hill Cemetery in Huntsville.
Joe and Pearlie are buried in the Erwin Cemetery of Lim Rock. Bessie and Jewell are the only two
surviving children of Jeremiah (J. M.) and Georgia Ann Johnson Gentle.

TALES FROM THE SWEARENGINS AND WOOSLEYS

From left are Ruby, Sallie, and Julie. Right: Ruby and Claude Woosley
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Ruby Swearengin Woosley remembers her family and their life in Shiffman’s Cove. Henry
and Sallie Gentle Swearengin and their two children, Ruby and Julie, lived in the first house north
of the Primitive Baptist Church. The church was later relocated further north.

The Swearengin home, like many homes of the day, had more than one generation living
at home. Henry's parents, Milas and Nancy Collins Swearengin, lived there with their extended
family.

Sallie's parents, William S. and Nancy Ann Hasting Gentle, lived across the creek and its
footlog from the Swearengin home.

Ruby explained in her own words. “We lived in the first house after leaving the Pike
going into Shippman's Cove after passing the Primitive Baptist Church. We lived in an old two-
room log house with a side room for the kitchen.”

The house was heated with a fireplace. Later when the house was remodeled, it was
discovered that the original logs were secured together with wooden pegs. This method of
securing logs was a common practice for the times. The house was nestled into a natural opening
on the edge of the mountain. The opening seemed to have been made for a homesite.

The homesite had no potable water supply. A creek was near. That water was used for
farm animals, fishing, making molasses, washing clothes, and other uses. Drinking water was
carried from the well at the bottom of Buckeye Hill which was about three tenths of a mile away.

Ruby continued, “In about 1930 our house needed a supply of drinking water. The
Primitive Baptist Church was having its association meeting starting on Friday to run through
Sunday. My Grandfather Swearengin, challenged himself before my Grandmother Swearengin,
that he would like to hand dig a well for the meeting. My grandmother approved of the project and
designated the spot for digging at the end of the porch. On Monday he began the dig.
Grandmother drew the dirt and rock up as Grandfather filled the buckets with his diggings. On
Friday evening, as he had promised and scheduled, he called up to Grandmother to send down a
dipper. With much satisfaction Grandfather sent up a dipperful of water.”

That well served the Swearengin family and other families with an ample supply of water
for several decades. Both the church and the house have been torn down.

Ruby remembers that she and Julie worked the fields like men. Of course, most women of
the day did. Ruby worked alongside her father doing all kinds of farm work including plowing
with a two-horse turn plow from sunup to sundown. Sawing logs, chopping wood and all other
farm work were part of the women's work as they were men's work.

Later she married Claude, the son of John and Mollie Berry Woosley of Berry's Cove. For
seven years she and Claude lived in the house on top of Buckeye Hill. Again they had to carry
water from the well at the bottom of the hill several hundred feet up the steep hill to the house.
Laundry was carried down the hill and done at the well.
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Julie married Virgil Pockrus, the son of Offie and Margaret Ann Holder Pockrus.

The Swearengin home was located on a field road, perhaps the first road, into Shiffman's
Cove. In the late 1930's and early 1940's their home was used by neighbors to gather to tell and
listen to stories. Radio had not yet been widely introduced at Lim Rock. Ghost stories and human
interest stories were told convincingly and with enthusiasm.

The Swearengins were kin to the Rousseau children who lived at the head of the cove.
Their home often served as a sanctuary to the children when they were walking home from
school, especially when the weather was bad.

E. SANFORD BROWN, THE VETERINARIAN
(August 9, 1897-June 14, 1987)

In 1910 when Sanford was thirteen years old, his family came from Beech Grove,
Tennessee and settled in the Lim Rock area. He grew up in the area and married Annie Barclay.
They had eight children. Sanford and Annie are buried in the Union Cemetery at Woodville.

Some of his children still live at Scottsboro and Lim Rock and were of much help by
sharing information as information for the Lim Rock story was being collected. Kenneth Brown,
Oran Brown, and Lorene Brown Johnston remember their father with fondness as they tell his
story as he worked to support his family and be of service to his community.

Sanford had no formal training in veterinary medicine. Early on he had an intense interest
in animals and learned to treat them as he cared for them. For several decades he practiced his
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profession and learned on the job.

Much of the time he lived and farmed near Aspel. Sometimes after a long day farming he
would walk for miles to Lim Rock or other places to answer the call of a sick animal. He would
put his tools in a flour sack and carry them over his shoulder as he made his circuit. Often he
would have to wait until the crop was gathered in the fall to collect his $1.50 fee. Even though he
lived to be ninety years old, and until 1987, he never owned a car.

In March 1993 Oran reminisced while holding his father's eyeglasses and "grip." He sat
before his father's veterinary tool chest. Many of the tools that Sanford used are shown in the
second picture. The instruments shown include a tooth file, needles, pill plungers, and an
instrument called an equine mouth speculum that was used to prop open the mouth of a horse.

Oran often assisted Sanford by giving shots, ringing hogs, and doing other things. When
the wonder drug penicillin came on the market, it was used to treat both animals and people. Oran
would pick up his father's prescription for a bottle of penicillin costing 31c. The bottle of
medicine was enough to give about ten shots for a horse or cow.
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BOYD AND LORENE JOHNSTON'S CHOSEN PARADISE

From left: Boyd and Lorene Johnston and Oran Brown

In 1949 Boyd and Lorene Johnston bought the Andy Talkington home and farm and
mountains at the head of Berry's Cove. They have raised five children there. Their six
grandchildren enjoy coming to their grandparents' home to explore the mountain stream and all
the wonders of the outdoors.

The Johnstons state that their home is probably over a hundred years old. The house was
built for a residence for a timber harvester. It began as a one-room home. Later another room
and a dogtrot were added. Over time, the house has had other additions. The dogtrot was
enclosed and extra rooms have been added for a den and kitchen.




The picture on the left shows how people improvised and made out with what they had.
Cedar trees were cut from the farm and made into rafters. The loft was made into a large sleeping
quarters for the children .

The picture on the right shows brothers-in-law Boyd Johnston and Oran Brown as they
demonstrated their blacksmith skills as they used the vise, hammer, anvil, bellows, and other
pieces of equipment that came from Jeremiah Gentle's blacksmith shop. Boyd is a skilled
craftsman, including the art of fixing shoes and shoeing horses and mules.




For many years water for the Johnston house was secured from a mountain spring high
above the house. The water was brought to the home by handmade troughs or flumes hewn out of
cedar logs (above). A bucket or barrel or wooden container was at the end of the trough to always
have a ready supply of cool water. This technique was a common way to pipe in water for any
house that had springs above the housesite. Later, plastic pipes replaced the open flume. Even
though it has been many years since the cedar troughs were used, they are still in good condition
and show no evidence of rot or deterioration.

Boyd demonstrated a technique that was frequently used to preserve and season animal
hides. The hides or skins of animals were stretched to the maximum on the sides of buildings.
Boyd was stretching the hide of a deer.

Some people became quite good at tanning hides of animals to be used for leather
products. A tanned ground hog hide could be used to cut into thin strips for shoelaces and string
for all kinds of uses.

The Johnston home is located at the end of County Road 82  at the head of Berry's Cove.
Its location is scenic, with a picture-perfect setting. A pure mountain stream runs within a few
feet of the house. The site is high enough to be free from flooding. Traffic cannot approach the
home. Visitors to the estate have to walk a footbridge to get to the house. Any traffic on the road
can be assumed to be someone going to visit the Johnstons.
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These two pictures show Boyd and Lorene as they, with pride, showed off their treasured homesite.

Boyd shows much of the self-reliant, hardy spirit and attitude that many people of Lim
Rock had during the 1930's and the 1940's. He has hunted, trapped, skinned animals for their
furs, farmed, blacksmithed, and many other things. When his power goes off, he can relax by his
fireplace or woodburners. If times get too rough and tough for some people, he can use his mule
for transportation. He can gather his own garden and eat his own venison and be independent of
much of the outside world.

Some of the lumber in the house was hand planed. The people who built the original
house also were self-sufficient. They had their root cellars and their smokehouse and work area.

The house has been home for several families. Many children have been born there. The
Woosley, Berry, and Talkington families have lived in the house. Some of them had many
children. The house, no doubt, holds memories and favorite stories for many people. It is said
that one family had fourteen children and they all were at home at the same time.

One of the interesting tales had to do with one of the families that lived there and had
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the children's sleeping quarters in the loft. The children could look over the wall into the kitchen
as their mother prepared the family meals.

Many families used animal fat for several purposes. It was rendered out and used to rub
on shoes to keep them pliable and waterproof. It was used for first aid to place on boils on the
skin to make them come to a head. It was used to rub on sore joints in an effort to help
"rheumatiz."

It is laughed about today as the tale goes that the mother was in the kitchen rendering out
the fat of an animal. Supposedly the lard was an aid to sore joints when it was applied. The
children were in their loft bedroom as the enticing scent of food drifted into the sleeping area.
The mother left the kitchen and one older boy thought the stewer full of delicious-smelling meat
was his breakfast. He went down and ate his share. When his mother returned to her task she was
suprised when she discovered that her renderings of a skunk were gone. She was amply rewarded
with compliments by her son for having prepared such a fine meal. It is not known if the boy ever
suffered from arthritis.

Boyd and Lorene are happy and proud of their achievements. They have a splendid
isolation with its rewards considering the problems in more populated places.

THE JOHNSTONS

Seated from left: Marsha Johnston Fretwell and Sharon Johnston Bell. Second row from left:
Boyd, Lorene, Jack Johnston, Brenda Johnston Austin, Helen Johnston Pritchett.
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SOME CHANGES IN ONE PERSON'S LIFETIME

From right are Kenneth, his wife Evelyn Mullins Gentle, and his sister Mary Belle Gentle Dean.

It is obvious that sixty-seven-year-old Kenneth Gentle feels that the world has shrunk
since his boyhood days in Lim Rock. He, like nearly all youth of the Great Depression, felt the
sting of economic problems. Grady Gentle, his father, and his family lived near their relatives the
Robert (Rabbit) Gray family on Leslie Ridge. Rabbit had several children. One of his sons was
Houston (Rooster) Gray. Both Rabbit and Rooster influenced Kenneth's life and helped form his
philosophy.

Kenneth reminisces how his father, Grady, would struggle to make ends meet for his
family. In 1936 during the depth of the depression, Grady would supplement his income by
hunting rabbits and selling them to customers on the passenger trains. Breadwinners did what they
could to earn a nickel--with 25¢ being sufficient to feed a family beans for several days. The train
passed through Lim Rock about 7:30 a.m. coming from Sheffield to Chattanooga. It returned
about 5:00 p.m. Employees on the train placed their orders at the depot in the morning and picked
them up on the return trip.

The customers were real smart. They required that each rabbit have one furry foot left on
the dressed carcass. This requirement was to insure that the order was correct and not filled with
somebody's housecat.

Other people also filled such orders for both rabbits and squirrels. Sometimes they pooled
their harvest to satisfy each others' orders.
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In addition to the above, later experiences show how large the world was to a boy of five
in 1931. Kenneth's mother, Effie Frazier Gentle, had not seen her parents of Paint Rock for about
one year. Twelve miles were a long ways away. There were few cars. Bus or train fares were
beyond the reach for a family of five. Grady and Effie borrowed a buggy from friendly neighbors,
the Allisons. They borrowed a mule from Robert Gray. They loaded their family aboard the bugg
for the four-hour, one-way trip to Paint Rock. It took a long day to make the round trip and have a
little time for the children to visit Grandpa's and Grandma's house.

Kenneth's other relatives also furnish some of Kenneth's memories of humorous incidents
in his life. One incident was when one of Rabbit's grandsons, about five years old, was “helping”
his grandfather, Rabbit, demolish an old barn. He, like many youth of the time, had been taught to
use tobacco in all forms. Rabbit was upon a shaky part of the old building as he said, “A man
could meet his death if he fell off this shaky beam.” His grandson, with the best of humor and
timing, said, “Grandpa, if you do, I get your snuff.”

A boy of twelve would hunt with Rooster and Miller Berry, a neighbor. Miller was the
designated lantern carrier because of his vision problem. Anyone who ever hunted at night knows
that the light carrier is the honored one and the one with a distinct advantage over the others in the
hunting party. He is like the driver of a car. He calls the shots and is head of the party. Kenneth
says that when Rooster's dog, Old Banjo, got on the trail of a raccoon, Miller showed much
excitement as the sound of Old Banjo's baying reached his ears. He would begin running in the
direction of the baying. As he ran, the twelve-year old, along with Rooster, tried to keep up--only
to be met with slaps across the face by bushes that were cocked by Miller as he ran and forgot his
vision problem and that others were with him. If anyone ran close behind the lantern he was
“swarped” across the face with the cocked limb. If he got behind, he was lost in the dark. Carrying
the light had its advantages even over owning the dog. To the coon hunter's sorrow, Rooster sold
Old Banjo.

Kenneth grew up and moved to Huntsville in 1942. After serving in the military he
returned to Huntsville for a job with defense-related work. One of the jobs he held was in
maintenance in a research laboratory as researchers tried to develop a gas laser.

Many years after leaving Lim Rock and while on another job that was also reducing the
size of the world, Kenneth and a co-worker, J. B. Burkett, were working on a project. During their
leisure time they were discussing how things were fifty years before. Coon hunting entered the
conversation when J. B. said he once had the best of all coon dogs named Old Banjo. They
surprisingly concluded that Old Banjo was the same friend that Kenneth knew as a twelve-year-
old. J. B. had bought Old Banjo from Rooster. Kenneth concluded that this incident, plus the work
in space travels have proved his world of 1926 has indeed shrunk. All of this in one lifetime is
astonishing to a boy from Lim Rock.
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THE DEPRESSION YEARS AND ONE MAN'S STRUGGLES

The listed documents show some of the efforts of one man and his efforts to support his
- family during the Great Depression. He had moved his family from Huntsville so that he, and
~ they, could get odd jobs in the country. When the siege of "hard times" lifted, he moved back to

Madison County for jobs in the city.

IVER JOHNSONS ARMS & CYyCLEWOREKS

SHOTGUNS -RIFLES - REVOLVERS - BICYCLES
VELOCIPEDES -JUNTIORCYCLES - BABY WALKERS

ESTABLISHED 1671,

0w YoRX OFFIOR! FiTcHBURG.MASS. July 2, 1938.

85 CIUMDERS AT.

dz. T. G. Tucker,
Lia Rock, ale.

Dear 3ir:

In response to your recent letter, we
are sending you separately a2 Price List of Parts,
for IVER JOHNSON firearms.

When ordering, please mention the numbers
as well as the names of parts wanted, and be care-
ful to give full particulars, such as the model,
calibre, finish, et cetera.

As we cannot open accounts for small
items we will thenk you to send the money, in-

cluding postege at & cent and a half ver two

* ouncesg, with your order to which we promise our
best attention.

Please remit by post oftice or express
money order. For small amounts, under one dollar,
stamps will be acceptable.

Yours very truly,

IVER JOENSON'S ARMS & CYCLE WORES
BCG:T

®NOTB: If this quote were given today it would be about 52¢
for first class or about 20¢ for bulk rate.

This letter has several interesting features. Among them is a postage comparison with
today. Also, it shows an effort to develop the skill as a gunsmith.
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Some of these items are almost too personal, too current, and too painful to publish. They
were recently rediscovered in the principal's trunk several years after he had died. Each document
tells its own story of one family's efforts to climb out of the economic disaster.

In 1936 the man's five-year-old son died. These listed bits of evidence show the "note” for
the funeral expenses and methods used to repay the loan. Hogs, cash, and work were used to

repay the debt.

Order for Products of the

BLAIR LABO .»ATOREES
LYNCH2URG, VA, U. 5. A

I /Z,//j :«-"i7[_0
Nizraw —%Mﬁﬂwﬁ——

Just a “Peep” into the big Blair line of more than 300
famous products. All of them sold under our Gold Seal
Guarantee, by Blair Home Service Dealers in every||.
community. :

Blair’s Verifine Flavorings: Famous for extra strength
and their fine flavor. Contain no alcohol. Will not cook
out with the heat or freeze out with the cold. Popular
with good cooks everywhere. Fourteen Different Flav-
ors.

Ole’ Virginia Pie Filling: A ready-to-mix pie filling
makes delicious pies and puddings quickly and easily.
Simply add sugar and water. No chance to fail. Five
delicious flavors: Chocolate, Cocoaaut, Lemon, Vanilla
and Butterscotch.

Dr. Blair’s Cream of Cucumber: A remarkable com-
plexion cream that is “ Used in place of face powder”.
Makes the skin soft, smooth and fair. Stays on 2l
day. Will not rub off, invisible when properly used.

Dr. Blair’s Snow White Hair Beautifier: For softening
and beautifying the hair. Makes coarse, unruly hair
lay right. Splendid for the scalg. Removes dandruff
scales. Gives the hair beautiful lustre and life.

“There’s a good Blair Product for every member
of every family.”

This receipt shows a rent payment. The back s
showing some ads that were current in 1940.

FERNATION
A\ A {
FERTILIZERS

o,

ide of the receipt is an interest item

o

The family bought a new $15.00 radio in 1940.
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. In April 1940 a notification of an offer of employment with the WPA was received. Until
- 2 WPA job was found, other jobs were secured. The Work Projects Administration was one of the
~ government's efforts to put people back to work. This program was used to employ people to

- work on public projects.

~ °  WPAForm 417

' FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
4 FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION

NOTICE OF CERTIFICATION
Lo/

Ton G, Tucker,

(Name)
Limrock, Ale,

(Address)

You are hereby notified that you have been certified for employment by the Work Projects Administra-
. tion for a period of 90 days. Itis required that you register with the United States Employment Service and
. reccive an occupational classification hefore assignment. As soon as an assignment to work can be made you
. will be notified. If vou have not been assigned within 90 days after this notice, your certification will be can-
~ celed unless you notify this office in person or in writing that you are still in need, seeking work, and avail-
- able for an assignment.

Miss +‘illene Hyde
(Name)

774 Interviewver, Scottsboro, Ala,
(Title)

Signed

Y. 5, GOVEANVINT PRINTING DIFICE  {re— wagend

A joint venture of cutting fence posts, especially cedar posts, was made with W. V. Gentle
in July 1940.

The envelope was "backed" in 1941. Addressing envelopes was referred to as backing the
- envelopes. The cost of a first-class letter had gone from lc in 1920 to 3c. Of course, today in
F 1993 the same stamp costs 29¢.

The project was building the military camp, Peay, at Tullahoma, Tennessee. It was later
used to house German prisoners during World War II.
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SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

ON-NEGOTIABLE EMPLOYEE'S STATEMENT

The paycheck stub shows an hourly and weekly wage for a skilled employee who had to
leave his family at Lim Rock and go to Tullahoma to "board out" for the time period. During this
time frame nearly every piece of lumber for a building had to be sawed by handsaws. The given
wages were earned by filing the handsaws and doing carpentry.

The regular hourly wage was 45¢. Anything over 40 hours was time and half or 67 1/2¢ an
hour. This employee worked 51 hours in the week noted. The take-home pay was $25.18.
Social Security tax had been in place for only a few years. In the beginning an employee paid one
per cent of his pay as contrasted today with several percentage points. This employee paid 25¢ in
Social Security taxes from this week's carnings.
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HOMER JOHNSON'S FAMILY

The 1930's experienced a vast expansion of the TVA backwaters around Aspel. People
who had homes and farms in the flood plains had to scramble for farms in the higher elevations.
TVA helped to relocate these families. Lim Rock received some of these families.

The J.P. Wynn family lived in the flood plains near Aspel. J. P's daughter, Veda Wynn
Johnson, tells of her school days at Aspel. During high-water times she was transported from her
home by “skiff”” to where she could walk to school. Her family's farm in Sauty Bottom was later
covered by the backwaters of Sauty Creek.

In 1937 the Wynns bought the Cass Staples farm just west of Willie Gentle's Store and
south of the newly constructed Lee Highway 72. The home they bought faced the mountains
south because that is where the main road ran from Stephens' Gap. Rocks today are piled on the
side of the old road marking its course. Of course, it closed to through traffic when the new
highway was constructed. The homes situated on the old wagon road had lanes constructed to the

new road.

: Before 1932 the wagon road was known as the Old County Road or the Old Lim Rock-
Stephens' Gap Road or Around the Mountain Road. Residents who lived along the roadway gave
a few days each year to maintain and keep the road open. It had served as a wagon road and stage
road from Woodville to Lim Rock to Aspel.

Several homes had been constructed near the springs. These springs had been dug out and
. were the source of water for several homes. They have over time been filled in and no longer run.
1. P. bought the house and farm near the springs. The house was redesigned to face the new
highway. His daughter, Veda, married Homer Johnson. After Homer's death on December 7, 1991,
she continued to live there with her daughter and son-in-law (Herbert and Sandra Johnson Barnes)
living nearby. Homer is buried in the Cedar Hill Cemetery at Scottsboro.

Homer loved Lim Rock with its mountains, streams, and great stories. He passed this love
along to his son-in-law. Herbert retells some of Homer's stories that were passed along during
.~ their good times together. They together liked to explore the old wagon road into the nearby
" mountains called Double Gate. This road connected Stephens’ Gap with Caney Cove.

Homer passed along through Herbert about the time when Homer was a little boy at home
with his parents Marion and Cassie Johnson near Stephens' Gap. Homer was too little to get
aboard a mule. Marion would place Homer on a mule behind a sack of corn for the grist mill at
Lim Rock. Homer would ride alone around the Around the Mountain Road to the grist mill. When
he got there the miller would lift him and his corn off the mule. The corn would be ground into
meal. Then Homer and the meal would be put back on the mule for the trip back home.

Such was the way people cared for each other. This act of caring was no less important
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than when Homer and Veda lived at home with their extended families caring for Veda's parents
and her 101-year-old grandmother until their deaths. Veda still lives there with her fond
memories.

PEOPLE HELPING EACH OTHER

The rolling store was a convenience to the residents in the distant coves. Rodney Gentle
drove the rolling store from Clyde Gentle's store to the remote areas. People often referred to him
as the “peddler man.” Later when he was serving in the State Legislature, Mildred took over
driving and operating the rolling store.

It almost seems as though given things were meant to be. Merchants knowing each other.
Their children getting to know each other. T. G. (Pete) Collins of Hollywood, and later of
Scottsboro, ran his rolling store into the Lim Rock areas before Clyde Gentle began to operate his.
Their children, Mildred Collins and Rodney Gentle, met somewhere along the way.

Rodney, like nearly everyone else of Lim Rock, knew the train station agent, Bill Johnson.
He knew many of the train personnel, as did the people at other train stops like Hollywood.
Rodney “took a shine” to Mildred. They began their “sparking” long distance. Each Saturday
afternoon Rodney would take a letter to the station at Lim Rock and his friend Sims, the
conductor, would hand carry the letter to Hollywood where he would personally give it to Mildred
who was anxiously waiting for the train. No postage was needed in this act of friendship. The
romance developed and is still in bloom at the Gentle home at Lim Rock.

John Rodney, Jr. today laughs with gusto as he recalls with his father an incident when
Rodney was the peddler man. Rodney would park the rolling store in his yard between runs.
Rodney, Jr., like all five-year-olds, liked to explore and enjoy the unknown. He boarded the big
truck and sampled the goodies.

One of the goodies happened to be what looked like a box of chocolate chips. He ate the
whole thing. In a few hours he began to hear two kinds of gripes--his and his father's. He was
more concerned over his own. In a few more hours his concerns turned into a flood of activities.

In fact, he says, his feet could not move fast enough from the big house to the outhouse!
He learned to read well after that experience so that when he saw a box of delicious-looking
chocolate morsels it did not read EX-LAX. He still enjoys chocolate, but the flash-back is still
with him.

He makes the best of the situation. Some memories are slow to die. He has a delightful
sense of humor about the incident. Also, Rodney did not have to mow the grass between the two
buildings for a few days, due to Junior's little feet whipping the grass down to the roots as he
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frequently fled in panic down the beaten path.

The rolling store was not always available and some people wanted to go to town to do
their own shopping. Beatrice Rousseau Wilbourn likes the story about her father when he went
shopping in Lim Rock or other places. John Rousseau lived at the head of Shiffman's Cove. He
would often gear up his mules and wagon to go the four or five mile trip to the store. As he came
down the cove he would stop at each home to get orders from each family to voluntarily shop for
them. One family might have one or two chickens to sell to buy supplies. Another family might
send its eggs. Another might send cash. He did this act of kindness as a service to his neighbors.

Bea continues to say that her father stopped at Billy Glover's house to take the Glover
order. Billy's daughter Mamie, who later married Dave Stephens, placed her order for John to buy
her three yards of domestic so that she could make brother a pair of drawers. Domestic was
bought by a friendly neighbor and paid for with eggs so that a girl could help her family by
making her brother a pair of homemade undershorts. Times were a little different in the 1930's
than they are now.

On second thought, perhaps, not. It must be inherited. A half century later John and
Julina's daughter, Evelyn, received state-wide recognition for her effort in helping people.

The Daily Sentinel,
Tuesday, June 1, 1993
Page 4,

Kennamer honored for service

Evelyn Kennamer, left, was recently selected as winner of the 1993 Alabama Gerontological Society’s Individu-
al Award of the State of Alabama, for outstanding contributions to the welfare of older Alabamians. The award
was presented by Chuck Sprague, right, vice president of Central Bank of the South, at the AGS Awards Lunc-
heon in Birmingham. Kennamer is a volunteer for CASA and Christmas Charities of Jackson County.
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Evelyn Rousseau Kennamer is well-known for her volunteering throughout Jackson
County. She is also well-known for her efforts at promoting the Houk-Rousseau reunion each
year.

BITS and “DOBS” OF HUMOR

Seeing the light sides of life helps ease the burdens of when our plates get full with the
heavier moments of life.

People now laugh at the time, they say, when an old first grader burned down the
schoolhouse because he saw no other way of getting out of school. His friend is credited with an
equally humorous incident when he approached the burning building with his books strapped
together for ease in “totin'.” He tossed the whole bundle into the fire saying, “I don't need them
any more.”

Some people may not have enjoyed school, but nearly everyone felt obligated to help
others. Emotions were often expressed in simple ways like when a father was getting his son to
cut his hair. The son, either on purpose or accidentally, cut a gap through his father's hair. The
error was immediately discovered by the father who gave serious chase of his fleeing, panic-
stricken son. There was no catching the youth as he heard his father scream to him, “Wait for me,
you S.0.B.! I am going to knock you in the head with this rock.” Of course, he did not catch his
son and the incident was forgiven.

Radios and cars were just being introduced and only a few people understood either one of
the miracles. One person was known for his survival skills when he told his friends that they
should take to the mountains when they saw a car coming.

Border radio was at its prime. High-powered United States and Mexican radio stations
were located along the Rio Grande River in Mexico. A few clear-channel stations were located
throughout the United States. These stations furnished most of the programs listened to at Lim
Rock and throughout the United States.

AM radio was the only kind of radio at the time. Static from storms made listening very
uncomfortable at times. Local people did not understand such strange things. This lack of
knowledge led one radio owner to instruct his family not to listen to those foreign stations,
because it would put too much strain on his radio.

Children did not always understand happenings either. Such was a time when a young boy
raced home in fright to tell his mother that there was a dead man down at the church. It was the
custom for either men or women to go into a frenzy of shouting when they got into the spirit
during a church service. Sometimes these shouters would work themselves into a state of




exhaustion and fall prostrate into a dead faint on the church-house floor. The young boy who
rushed home with the news did not understand the situation.

Other children also misunderstood a situation. As they walked home from school they had
to pass a cemetery. Just about everyone feared cemeteries. Quietness and a sense of respect or
reverence had to be observed as one passed a graveyard. Often as the children passed the dreaded
place they heard groans and loud voices. They fled the area in great haste, feeling that they were
hearing the footsteps of “haints.” Later they learned that a local elderly man went to the cemetery
to offer up his prayers. The man felt that he should say his prayers loudly so that the Lord would
surely hear them.

Experiences were limited for everyone, especially for children. Children sometimes were
several years old before they saw people of any race other than white. One eighty-three-year- old
white woman tells of the first time she ever knew of any other race. She was five or six years old
and was left at home to baby-sit her younger sister. Her mother had assigned her a limited area in
the yard. She was not to leave the parameter. She had ventured too far before. She got her legs
striped with dog fennel by her mother. Her mother had used the cedar-like weed as a switch.

The little girl knew her job and her restricted area. Nevertheless, she loaded her little sister
onto her shoulders and ventured through a hole in the fence to go outside the assigned bounds.
She wiggled and wobbled her way through the hole in the fence trying not to injure herself nor her
little sister. As she was trying to get organized on the other side of the fence, she got up off her
crawling position only to come face-to-face with an older African-American male. She had never
seen anyone like that. Fear engulfed her as though her mother had sent another form of
punishment. She, with her little sister on her shoulders, went back through the hole in the fence as
though it was a wide-open gate. After that experience, her little sister was in good hands.

Some people's memory fails at times. At other times a person may say something as a
Joke. The saying is so funny it lives on and later is taken as the truth. In any case, the fellow called
on the blacksmith at Lim Rock to “sha” his mules. When approval was secured, he said he would
have to go home to get his mules because he had forgotten to bring them.

When he returned with his wagon and team he brought a few things to sell at the Gentle
Store across the road. Among those things were his eggs. He pitched the sack of eggs off the
wagon along with the other things. To his surprise, when he began to gather up the things, he
found his eggs broken. He explained his surprise with a question, “Why should they break? They
were double-sacked.” Obviously, he had a bad day.

Each of us may be eccentric and act or talk funny at times. Each spring the community of
Wininger had its decoration and dinner-on-the-ground. The Wininger families had settled in the
community and the community took the family name. Many residents of Lim Rock looked
forward to attending the festivities. Families attended, but especially young couples liked to go.
They had their chance to make their own trails up the mountainside and to be alone for a few
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hours. As they trudged the trails they gathered sweet shrubs for their fragrance and “sheep sher”
or sheep sorrel for its taste. Huckleberry picking added fun and food to the trip. Some of these
former young people still reminisce of their spring outings at “Ynigger.”

Children learned to work early. They learned cooking, housekeeping, farm work, getting
by, and other family chores. Mothers, aunts, and grandmothers taught the girls to cook and make a
little bit go a long way. Food could not be wasted even if mistakes were made.

An aunt was teaching her niece to cook. She reached for the salt and got the wrong
ingredient. She realized her mistake and together they tried to scoop it from the food. Of course,
they were not successful. Instead of throwing the food away they continued with its preparation,
with the aunt looking mischievously at the niece and saying to her, “We don't have to eat any of
it, do we?”

Today as the story is retold, there is no mention as to what happened to the people who
enjoyed a “dost” or dose of “purgative” or laxative in their well-prepared dish of food. Instead of
getting salt, the aunt had gotten Epsom salt.

[solation can bring on competition and distrust by a community and by individuals of that
community. Nearly everyone at Lim Rock was “kin folks.” The same situation existed at
Woodville. When a person began to look for a mate, often the search had to be beyond the
community.

When outside boys “came a courting” the girls of Lim Rock, they were sometimes met
with a hail of rocks. Local boys feared the competition and often greeted the outsiders by
seriously throwing rocks at them as the visitors came along the roads into the coves.

It is doubtful that this kind of greeting was the reason why an older man left town to find
himself a wife. His first wife had died. He felt a sense of loneliness and some desperation. He
used some ingenuity and it worked well for him.

Legend, perhaps with some exaggeration, has it that he had to advertise his availability. He
placed a note in a crate of apples. That crate of apples was shipped. The next thing he knew, he
heard from a lady in Tennessee.

He rushed off to Tennessee and soon they were wed. They returned to Lim Rock to make
their home. The story still is told that they both were good people and made each other good
company for the rest of their lives.
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THE LEGEND OF BABY BERRY

This story is passed along by Boyd Johnston, who learned it from his late friend, Willie
Van Berry (1892-1982).

The grave marker carries no first name. The grave is located .3 mile due north from the
Berry Cemetery in Berry's Cove. Itis a single grave in an overgrown hedgerow. The hedgerow is
near the roadbed where a wagon road forked to become two roads that led into the mountains at
the head of the cove. There were two or three cabins in the foothills at the head of the cove.

The baby girl was only three weeks old when the buggy accident took her life. Her
parents buried her beside the road where she died. Someone remembered to mark her grave, but
forgot to tell us her first name. They marked her grave simply with a nice headstone saying:

Dau. of
W.C.and M. J.
Berry
Sept. 18, 1895
Oct. 11, 1895

Someone also remembered to mark her lonely resting place with two rose bushes. The
two wild rose bushes were in full bloom with their May radiance when this story was being
recorded in May 1993.

Children played on the rocks around the Lim Rock Springs during the Lim Rock-
Aspel Heritage Day.
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THE LOST CEMETERY

Three or more graves once marked the landscape in Gentle's Cove. Several people who
are in their 70's recall the stories of their parents and grandparents as having labeled these graves
as Indian graves. The graves were marked with mounds of common rocks. Some fairly large flat
rocks were also used. Farmers and others over the past fifty years have removed the rocks and left

the spots unidentifiable as having once been the site of graves. They are lost except in the minds
of a few older residents of Lim Rock.

This record and the map may serve as reminders of what once was for someone compelled
to want, or have a need for, the knowledge.

1993
MAP OF GENTLE'S COVE

A R.E. Powell’s
A | ost Cemetery

528 ‘Isbell Cemetery

119

30

Crowd scene at Lim Rock-Aspel Heritage Day
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NAMES AND FACES

Jeremiah M. Gentle, son of Thomas Milton Gentle, and his wife, Georgia Ann Johnson Gentle
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Left: Hick O'Neal and family: From left: Annie O'Neal Smith holding Nellie Pear] Smith, Hick,
Bertha, Billy O'Neal, Nancy Gentle (Bertha's mother), and Fern

Right: (1930) Front: Jewel Gentle (Elledge); Back: Ola Gentle (Higginbotham-Mason), Charlie
C. Rousseau, and Bessie Gentle (McCormack). Girl on porch is unidentified.
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Some of Esther and Jeremiah Gentle's children: Left--Ola and Louise  Right--Ola and Vola
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From left: Clyde Hooper, Pearlie, Hazel
and Clem at the family's old home

Robert H. Stephens
(1918-1987)
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE CHILDREN OF LIM ROCK?
These are some present addresses as of Summer 1993.
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE CHILDREN OF LIM ROCK?
These are some present addresses as of Summer 1993.
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Freeman Adams *
Howard Adams *
Rayford Berry *
Samuel (Bunk) Berry *
J. B. Bishop *
Harlon Bradford
Hugh Bradford
Jack Bradford
Walter Bradford
Hal Brazelton
Albert Brown
Oran Brown
Robert Brown *
Joe Chambless *
John Chambless *
William Chrisman
Jack Davis
Edward Derrick
Hurley Dickerson
John R. Dulaney
Robert Dulaney *
Walter (Bud) Dulaney *
Clyde Frazier
David Frazier
James Frazier
Julian Frazier
Milton Frazier *
Virgil Frazier *
Rice Gant

Edwin Gattis
Elmer Gattis *
Glenn Gattis *

Lawrence Berry
Will Berry

Harold Brown
Herbert Brown *
Newman Brown
Ross Bullman
Herbert Chambless *

World War IT (1941-1945)

T. W. Gattis
Alfred Gentle
Cecil Gentle *
Jack Gentle *
Kenneth Gentle
Newman Gentle
Rodney Gentle
Clayton Gray

Otis Gray *
Gentry Hastings
James V. Hastings
John Luke Hastings
Raymond Hastings *
Bill Higginbotham
Edward Higginbotham
Jeff Higginbotham
Oliver Hodges *
Ralph Hodges *

R. C. Hodges *

R. L. Hodges
Tedford Hodges *
Clyde Hooper *
Rayford Hooper
Robert Hooper
Hugh Isbell *
Robert Isbell *
Homer Johnson *
Wayne Keeton
Leon Knight *
Troy Pockrus *
Billy Putman
Archie Rousseau

World War I (1914-1918)

Dalton Frazier

Ben Gentle

Virgil Glover *

Pat Johnson

Horace McCormack

Otis McCormack
Sam McCormack
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Benjamin Rousseau
Daniel Rousseau
Homer 1. Rousseau *
Hurshel Rousseau
Jake Saint

James Saint
Wheeler Saint

Roy Shavers

Cletis Shelton *
William Sherrell *
Lester Sparkman
Bobby Stewart *
Emest Stewart *
Harrison Stewart
Homer Stewart
James Stewart *
Orban Stewart
Verbon Stewart *
Wendall Stewart *
William Stewart
Delbert Thomas *
Edgar Thomas *
Howard Thomas *
Carl Towers *

Fred Wallingsford
Oscar Wallingsford *
R. C. Wallingsford *
Joe Woosley *

Roy Woosley
Alston Wright *
Lindsay Wright *

Ira Pockrus

M. D. Stephens
Fred Stewart
Milt Watson
Mose Watson
Tom Watson




LIMROCK TODAY
March 1993

Jimmy Rousseau's modern home is near Stephens' Gap on County Road 30. Jimmy is the son of
John and Julina Carver Rousseau.

The Alley's Kountry Korner Store and the Limrock Fire Hall are at the intersection of County
Road 11 and Highway 35.
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Left: The Jenny's Chapel Church of Christ is on County Road 11 about 1 mile south of Highway
35 at the intersection of County Roads 11 and 541. Right: The Limrock United Methodist
Church is located at the intersection of County Roads 119 and 30.

Left: Mt. Ararat Missionary Baptist Church is located at the intersection of County Road 30 and
82. Right: Bethlehem Primitive Baptist Church is on County Road 80 in Shiffman’s Cove. (see

map)
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September 1993:

Pictured are some of the county leaders that Lim Rock has furnished.
There are others past and present. These nine listed courthouse employees are
residents or former residents of Lim Rock. Front row from left: Anita Olinger,
Alta Saint, Linda White--all office staff. Middle row: Jim McCamey--Emergency
Management ; Mike Wells--Sheriff; Teresa Wallingsford--office staff., Back row:
Bob Hodges-~Circuit Judge; Leonard Griggs--Circuit Court Clerk; Paul Mount--
Deputy Sheriff.

Rodney Gentle is also of Lim Rock and has served in state
and county leadership roles. He served in the Alabama House

of Representatives. He also served as the Director of Jackson
County Emergency Management.




LIM ROCK-ASPEL HERITAGE DAY

OCTOBER 9, 1993

These pictured people met for the first organizational meeting to prepare
for the homecoming. From left front row: Shorty Kennamer, Kenneth Gentle,
Oran Brown, Tom Bragg, Opal Rounsavall, Evelyn Kennamer, Marlin Tucker.
Middle row: Rodney Gentle, Ossie Smith, Evelyn Gentle, Elizabeth Frazier,
Ruby Woosley, Babs Alley, Jewell Elledge, Benjamin Rousseau, Jack Rousseau,
Don Hastings. Back row: Myrtle Keyes, James Frazier, Alfred Gentle, Boyd
Johnston, Lorene Johnston, Hurshel Rousseau, Ron Alley, Gentry Hastings.

One thousand five people registered for the first homecoming. Many
others were present. All ages were present. Several states had local
people to return to their roots.

The activities were "dinner on the und," games, wagon rides,
gro

crafts, blacksmithing, and many other events. People mostly wanted t
visit with old friends. :

Dianne Patteson Payne
(weaving)




June Rousseau Pockrus (Wayne) joined a group to play for a Lim Rock
gathering. From left are: Richard Rousseau, June, Woodrow Sims, MacArthur
Rousseau and Chris Stewart. June is a daughter of Reuben Rousseau and the
granddaughter of Frank and Ruthie Rousseau. Reuben was an accomplished
country fiddler. He and a group played country music for President Franklin
and Eleanor Roosevelt in the 1930's.

Reuben passed along his ability to June. June carries on the tradition
of Lim Rock with country fiddling and with considerable achievement in early
American ballads and hoedowns.

Mike Dowell demonstrated how to do
blacksmith work.

Roy Samples showed how to bottom
chairs with cane.
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Ossie Smith demonstrates how to make homemade lye soap at the recent first Lim Rock-Aspel Heritage Day,

Dressed Up For The occasion
These ludies got dressed up for the first cver
Limrock/Aspel Herituge Day.  They ure Lorene Johnston
and Flora Arthur,
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Limrock/Aspel
Heritage Day
Great Success

"Nothing I can say will
contribute to these two
communities Limrock and Aspel
any louder than the number of
people here today,” Jackson
County Circuit Judge Robert L.
Hodges told the over 1100 people
who attended the first ever
Limrock-Aspel Heritage Day held
Saturday at Limrock-Aspel Fire
Hall. "I wish my father were here
to see, my ancestors. I have never
seen this many people here before
and that is the highest tribute that
can be made today."

"It was a huge, wonderful
success,” said Heritage Committee
Chairman Winford Rousseau.
"We had never had a Limrock Day.
Marlin Tucker first stirred up the
interest in such a day by his
books. Then the rest of us just
fell into place and it turned out to

great day."

Judge Hodges S

Thursday, October 14, 1993

"It's tentatively planned to be a
part of Jackson County's 175th
Anniversary celebration," said
Rousseau, who was raised in the
Limrock-Aspel community, but is
now retired from civil service and
living in Huntsville.

"The two communities have a
lot in common,” said Rousseau.
"We shared the same school. We
shared the same churches. We
went from church to church
together. So it was only fitting
that we held our celebrations
together.”

Jackson County Sheriff Mike
Wells spoke, "I too, want to thank
everybody for coming out. We've
had a wonderful day. This has been
great. I've seen people here I
haven't seen in years and I've seen
people here today I'll probably
never see again. That's one reason
why we need to have this type of
day."

peaker At Special Day

;l;::ls:: C‘oulnhty Circuit Court J\fdge Robert 1. Hodpes (center) was the special guest
3 a 3 ers_( Annual. Limrock/Aspel Heritage Dass, Hodges i< shown with
ames Stewart and County Sheriff Mike Wells,



AN ADDRESS AT LIM ROCK - ASPEL HERITAGE DAY

OCTOBER 9, 1993

BY BOB HODGES

Before you take anything else I say seriously, I
want to read to you my father's business card he used at
Hodges Drug Store for over thirty years:

“Robert Leslie Levi Buchannon Fairbanks Hodges Jr.
...born on land lying NW one-fourth of SE one-
fourth of Sec 10, Township 4, Range 7 E, Berry's
Cove North Lim Rock, Ala....Now located in trading
business about 12 mi. NE born site...
Come'n see me...
Telephone: Day: 2 longs and 1 short

Nite: 2 longs ana half...”

As you can see, he never forgot where he came from,
and he was one of the best representatives of the Lim
Rock Chamber of Commerce who ever served.

My roots go back here at least three generations
before me, and my memories of this community go back to
the years of my childhood just before World War II. I
want to share some of them with you today, because the
heritage of a place, to me, means what culture that
place has left us--that unique and special quality a
community has that is measured not just by its physical
boundaries and its geographical features, but by its
people: who they were, what they believed in, and what
they raised their children to be. And so, as I began
thinking about what to say today, I considered many
memories of this community and its people, and the
special place it has occupied in my heart and in my
family. It began, for me, over sixty years ago, when
three brothers left the cotton fields here on a
sharecropper farm and moved ten miles up the road to the
big city of Scottsboro. Each of them, my dad, my Uncle
Mess and my Uncle Charles, never missed a chance to
remind travelers who stopped in Hodges Drug Store that
Lim Rock and Aspel were not just places you passed by on
your way from Woodville to Scottsboro - Lim Rock and
Aspel, to them, was an oasis where you could come from
Huntsville or Scottsboro or wherever else and quench
your thirst for plain and simple beauty and good solid
working people who loved a good laugh and a rocker on
the porch in the evening after a plate of pinto beans
and corn bread and turnip greens, and the sound of the
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animals in the barn at night. The stuff a farm boy
never finds, no matter how long he has been gone from
the farm and no matter how far removed he has become 1in
his dress and his income from that simple beginning.
The stuff he always longs to return to, and he can only
find in a place he called home.

From my great grandfather George Johnson Hodges,
known to the folks in this community only as Crockett,
to my Grandfather Bob, for whom I was named, to my
father, I learned legends of the people who lived here.
They were told over and over to me and to others in my
hearing so many times that they have become the stuff of
this community. Whether they ever really happened or
not is now not important to me when I think of them and
of this community - what 1is important is the humor and
the dignity of those who were portrayed in the stories I
heard and the respect of the storytellers for them and
for this community.

My memories begin with evenings spent with my
grandfather here as a very small child on the porch of a
two-story log house which sat just over yonder around
the curve from the Methodist Church. And I remember the
smell in the springtime in those evenings of freshly
turned earth, and of his eagerness over the crop he
thought he could coax out of it, and of our watching and
waiting for the sound of the Joe Wheeler to come
churning through the night, its whistle blowing for the
people of Lim Rock.

I remember Clyde Gentle's Store, where my father
had his first job as a boy clerking and keeping up with
the eggs and the chickens on the rolling store, and the
smell of pine wood floors and kerosene, and the sight of
mule harnesses hanging from pegs, and glass jars of
candy, while we waited for the Joe Wheeler to return me
to Scottsboro after a weekend. £Even as a child, there
was a sadness on leaving, a sense that the old man in
the overalls who was waving bye to me as the train
pulled out from Clyde Gentle's Store, and so many
others like him in this community, were somehow special
parts of my beginning that I wanted to come back to and
hold on to until I understood the peace and the simple
virtues of this place.

I remember cotton fields and hoes and long pick
sacks and the hot day in the field when my grandfather
and Charlie Stewart watched me drink in gulps from a
cool thermos jug and then cackled and told me it was a
chamber pot they kept under the wagon for themselves.

Some of the past citizens of this community, many
of them now dead and gone, have become legends in my
mind because of the stories I was told about them. The
athletes in Lim Rock took on superhuman proportions for
me. Doctor Rayford Hodges swore to me in the drug store
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as he was sipping his coffee, time and again, that
Rabbit Gray, the catcher for Lim Rock's baseball team,
played barefooted and once caught a foul ball that
traveled 200 feet and never got higher than his head.
My father swore to me that Shine Lusk kicked a fifty
yard field goal barefooted for Lim Rock's football
team, against the wind, in the closing seconds of a big
game agailnst Aspel.

The people of this community were always church-
going people on Sundays. My father's earliest memories
were of being carried in a wagon by my grandfather to
the Primitive Baptist Church. He remembered it well,
because when they got to my grandfather with the
footwashing, he always let out a cackle when they got to
the foot with the stub of a little toe he had cut off
when cutting railroad ties.

I have to say that the business and economic
picture for Lim Rock and Aspel has improved a great deal
in the past few years. How can you not call it economic
progress when you got Pinky Bradford out of town?

The people of this community have always stood out
for me as being folks with a never-give-up attitude.
Through the droughts, the flooding rains, the bitter
winters, the poverty of the depression, the great
tornado that swept through Paint Rock and here, the
infant flu deaths that struck family after family -
through all those times when it seemed that a mother and
father and children could not possibly hold up for
another day - your ancestors and mine- and some of you
who are older and here today - squared up your shoulders
and spit on your hands and went back to work and
endured. I think that never-give-up attitude is best
remembered by me in a little story my grandfather told
me that happened back in the late twenties. My Uncle
Mess, an older and larger boy than my father by far, had
my father down, pinned flat to the ground, pummeling
him at will, when my grandfather discovered them on his
way back from milking. “What's going on here?” he
asked. Immediately, my father who was flat on his back
and taking a mighty whipping, said: “Papa, you better
get him off of me or I'm gonna kill him.”

The generations of people of Lim Rock and Aspel
before us were hard-working, church-going, mostly
quiet-spoken people, it seems from my memory and from
stories I heard. But in all that toil and adversity
they faced as farmers and farmers' children, there beat
within many of them the pulse of a sense of humor that
no other community surpassed.

My father never got past the little nine-grade
schoolhouse that used to sit down the road over yonder,
and he always envied his older brother Charles for
being so bright and for getting a college education.
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There came a day when my father's old school teacher
came in the drug store to get a prescription filled and
my father waited on her. I was working there as a
teenager then, and he had some conversation with the
lady, and then called all of us employees over to meet
her. We gathered around, and he said, “Now, Miss
Birdie, tell all these people what you just told me.”
She looked at us and said: “He was the brightest
student I ever had. He made all A's and he could work
any problem I ever gave him. He was a brilliant
student.” My father swelled up and beamed at all of us,
and the little old lady made her way to the store going
out, and she turned, looked back at my father, and said:
“Charles, it sure was nice to see you again.”

My grandfather and my father had the same name,
except for the junior and senior that separated them.
One day a juror summons came to the drug store delivered
by the sheriff and made out to just R. L. Hodges. My
father made a call to the courthouse and discovered
that, by the birthdate, it was intended for my father.
He called my grandfather to the store and told him he
had a jury summons delivered there for him. My
grandfather took the subpoena, never said a word, went
to the courthouse the next week and served on the jury.
Many months went by, with never another word being
said. Then, just before Christmas, Mr. Brad Stewart, a
long time friend and customer of my father's delivered
a nice big country ham to my father as a gift, wrapped
in brown paper and labeled “R. L. Hodges.” My father
put it on a table on the back of the store until he
could take it home at quitting time. In comes my
grandfather, walks straight to the back room, picks up
the ham, and starts out the store. “Papal!” screamed my
father. “Papa - that's my ham!”

“Son,” my grandfather said, "“If that was my name
on that jury summons, that is my name on this ham.” And
off he went.

Lim Rock and Aspel people have always been known
as good neighbors. My grandfather Bob Hodges' neighbor
was Charlie Stewart, who lived on the next farm down the
road toward the schoolhouse. One cold January day,
when the snow was on the ground and more predicted, a
Saturday, my grandfather told Charlie that he was
taking his wife and children down to Paint Rock Valley
to sit with a sick relative for the night, would be gone
the whole weekend, and would Charlie milk the cow and
feed the mule the next day. Charlie readily agreed to
help out. The next morning, more snow having fallen
during the night, and bitter cold, Charlie came
trudging up in the darkness, milked the cow, set the
pail on the back porch, fed the mule, and on his way out
through the snow, just as he passed my grandfather's
bedroom window, my grandfather threw up the shade and
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the window, and said, "“Much obliged, Charlie.” You
don't find good neighbors like that any more.

There are many, many other stories I could tell
which reflect the solid kind of people who founded this
community and those who came after them. It says
something about what we revere in this community and
its people that those of us who have ties here come back
and back again and are here today to celebrate it.

Someone once wrote that you can never really go
home again, but I think we can, time and again, in our
memories. Less than thirty days before my father died,
just before Christmas of 1983, we took our last ride
together. He was so frail I had to help him in the car,
and he was so weak he could hardly talk above a whisper.
“We'll go any where you want,” I said, as I backed the
car out of his drive way.

“I'll show you,” he said, and he just, from then
on, pointed his finger where he wanted me to turn. We
came here, and we rode through Aspel and by Jenny's
Chapel and past Gentry Hastings' house and down to
Pinky's Service Station to say hello and then by the old
Clyde Gentle Store where he first worked as a boy, and
then on we went, by the fields where there used to be
cotton and by the piece of ground where the barn and log
house once stood, and around the curve where the old
schoolhouse once stood and then out into Berry's Cove
where he was born, until he became too tired to
continue. He wasn't talking during the ride, but both
of us were thinking of these communities and his
childhood and all of the years that had brought him full
circle back to here. You see, he never ever forgot that
this was home. And you never ever forgot to take him
in. That 1s why I am here today, and that is why I
thank you for letting me be a part of it. The phone
number has changed for us - it's no longer “2 longs and
1 short”, but our “trading business” as he said on his
card, is still about 12 miles northeast of Berry's
Cove, and, for our family, this is still home.

The End
Perhaps there is too much of the Hodges family in this piece - but

then, [ suppose, in going home again, all of us must take the trail that is

most familiar to us.

With personal rez;:rds, Vs

Bob Hodges

176



CEMETERIES OF LIM ROCK

JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA

COMPILED
By

i ‘7 Marlin D. Tucker
3 : Lora P. Tucker

January 1993

(205) 232-1454

Route 1, Box 265
12229 Spring Road
Tanner, Alabama 35671







e - —vve s - o I —

<N\ $ .
:\\N 0409633096 03 §€ !
£s %i._-_*zw.%
: G
A Y @~
YN
AxaqQue) A
q 7
; o
s &mﬁﬂmﬂoﬂw - uos40(] v "o~
mbﬁnm~ﬂ . — U».../.t/.l. 0 .- i qv.« rl‘— Q.L&bﬂu&EOQ CQ#—UCH&/ lq-\\)
£iaqewa) uosuyop [ JSEREIEH) uTMIY
> . :
o8pty o111 BEZTEEER i~
- \; \— .\.l
& £1agoway Ladag v, jE
on01) S,0T3U9Y _ o7 . t. oA0N S, UBW}JTYSG e
Kaaag Lqeg i
W : T "/ Y
.,. \\ > \ N
‘1 = y of .
piogmIL0 OTTION o1 - m>muo:m Kaxeg %
. 0 O: gl& d ~ NN\ _
W ; O XY IANED HAAOTO
pEICRICINCH) T1=dSI
- o - z
L19q0wey 3807 b .7
P vz S - Taae
“, { Ttonog .., IS ERELEH) uosTJddeH
aney g7 'y !y
- = \\
p P ,
Z | ]
s _ ¥
7
__ YOOU HIT z
' 'HMO L -~ J\\
G ~ S N

SCHREORICACE)




This information on the cemeteries of Lim Rock was assembled in January 1993 by
Marlin D. and Lora P. Tucker. A decision was made to print this information as a separate bound
booklet. It will also appear in Volume 3 of Lim Rock by Marlin D. Tucker. Some of the
cemeteries have not been used in many years. A few of them, especially the Gentle Cemetery and
the Erwin Cemetery, are in current use.

An effort will be made to indicate the condition of each of the cemeteries should a civic
group or a few persons want to keep check on the upkeep.

CONTENTS

NAMES OF CEMETERIES:
1. Leslie Ridge Cemetery page 3

Some local people say Gentle Cemetery on

Leslie Ridge.
2. Isbell Cemetery in Gentle's Cove page 4-5
3. Berry Cemetery in Berry's Cove page 6-7
4. Johnson Cemetery page 8
5. Dotson (Dodson) Cemetery or

The Old Indian Cemetery page 9
6. Glover Cemetery page 10
yi Harrison Cemetery page 11
8. Gentle Cemetery page 12
9. Erwin Cemetery page 13-15




1 LESLIE RIDGE CEMETERY

Some local people also vaguely call this cemetery Gentle Cemetery. Hal Word has
marked his Uncle Clinton Gentle's grave and two members of Clinton's family. Hal's mother was
the daughter of William Leslie Gentle.

This cemetery is badly overgrown. It needs some attention to prevent abandonment in a
few more years. There may be one grave unmarked except for a common limestone rock.

Marked graves:

Clinton E. Gentle
Jan.9, 1859
Jan. 18, 1917

Emma J. Gentle
1869-1905

(foot)
Mother

Delie Holdman
Gentle
Married Dec. 24, 1890 -




2. ISBELL CEMETERY

The Isbell Cemetery is located in Gentle's Cove. It is overgrown in a thicket of about 100
feet by 200 feet. Grave sites cover about 75 feet by 75 feet. It has not been used in years. Many
graves are well-marked. Some are marked by local limestone rocks. Some are enclosed by
wrought iron fences. A few have been enclosed by hewn limestone blocks.

Marked graves:
Mary
wife of

B. G. Allen
Bomn

Oct. 3, 1823
Died

Oct. 31, 1896

Jennie Barclay
1859-1934

William Hunt (or Hont)
Hand carved and couldn't be read)
Nov. 4, 1873

Jess W. Isbell
born Aug. 30, 1829
Died June 10, 1913
Blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord

Jesse W. Isbell
Co. A
H. ALA
(rest can't be read--buried)

In Memory of
Levi Isbell
Born Oct 26, 1819
Died Aug. 25, 1889
Since thou canst no longer stay
To cheer me with thy love
There to meet with thee again
In yon bright world above

Lockey T.
Isbell
Born Mar. 19, 1861
died
Feb. 9, 1919

In memory of
Margaret
wife of
Levi Isbell
Bom Feb. 29, 1828
Died Sept. 18, 1899

Rev. Miller
Isbell
Born

Sept.9, 1831
Died

April 5, 1897

A Loving Husband,
A father dear lies
buried here.

Mollie M.
Isbell
Born
Nov. 27, 1864
Died
Oct. 18, 1895
Her spirit smiles
from that bright shore
softly whispers weep no
more

William Isbell
Born Nov. 1, 1870
Died Mar. 11, 1901



ISBELL CEMETERY (continued)

Willie Susan
Dau. of
John & Eliza Isbell
Mar.10, 1874
Apr. 19, 1903

J. Al
Daughter of
Wm. & M. A. Latham
Born
June 1, 1878
Died
Nov. 16, 1882
(foot)

JLAL.

M. A.

Wife of
Wm. Latham
Born
Mar. 4, 1836
Died July 6, 1881

Amanda Isbel
wife of
T.J. Long
July 2, 1862
Dec 31, 1899
Since I can no longer stay to
cheer thee with my love,
I hope to meet thee in that
bright world above.

Emma A.
Dau. of
T.J.& A. L. Long
Dec. 2, 1886
Dec. 15, 1900
(foot)
E.A L.
The golden gates were opened
wide. A gentle voice said come
and angels from the other side
welcomes loved ones home.

Asleep in Jesus
John O.
McCormack
Mar. 2, 1888
June 12, 1921
(foot)
J.O.M.

Approximately 25 unmarked

graves




3. BERRY CEMETERY

Berry Cemetery is located in Berry's Cove and is well-marked and maintained.

Mark ves:

Boyd Berry
Dec. 7, 1880
May 3, 1975

BERRY
Davis A. Minnie M.
1879 1938 1890 1972

Eula Owen Berry
Aug. 26, 1875
Feb. 6, 1946

Harold W. Berry
April 23, 1928
Dec. 18, 1953
He was the sunshine
of our home.
(Foot)
H.W.B.
Harold William Berry
Alabama
SFC Co B 151 Engr Combat BN
April 23, 1928 Dec. 18, 1953

Infant son
J.W. & E. Berry
Born & Died
Nov. 7, 1917
Gone to Heaven

Kenneth B. Berry
SGT US ARMY
KOREA
Mar. 3, 1930 Jun. 13, 1982

Mother
Johnie Vernon
Berry
Jan. 6, 1894
May 1, 1935
A Tender Mother and a Faithful

Friend.

(foot) J.V.B.

BERRY
Mother Father
Mary M. John A.
Jan. 13, 1851 Mar. 17, 1851
Dec. 16, 1916 Sept. 12, 1926
BERRY
Thomas Davis Julie Ann
1855-1908 1857-1901
(foot) (foot)
Father Mother
Thomas L.
Berry 111
Jan. 30, 1980
Feb. 29, 1980
(foot)
Baby
Brother
Waillon V.
Berry
Nov. 10, 1920
Oct. 8, 1933

Dearest brother thou
hast left us
here. Thy loss we deeply
feel, but as God that
hath bereft us. He can
all our sorrows heal.

Willie Van

Berry

Apr. 7, 1892

Dec. 4, 1982

None knew thee but

to love thee.
(foot)
Father




BERRY CEMETERY (continued)

Henry E. Petty
1871-193
(foot) HEP

Sarah E. Petty
1879-1909
(foot)
SEP

Lottie Petty
Mar. 29, 1902
June 10, 1916
Gone to Rest

Clyde E. Woosley
May 15, 1909
June 27, 1987

WOOSLEY
John FE. Mollie B.
1896-1961 1872-1933
(foot)
Father

Joseph M.
Woosley
Oct. 2, 1911
Aug. 26, 1978
Blessed are the merciful

Lockie V. Berry
Wife James M. Young
Born (missing--broken)
Died Oct 18, 1904

1 unmarked baby grave




4. JOHNSON CEMETERY

The Johnson Cemetery is located at the end of County Road 527. It was named after
Marion and Cassie Johnson. It is still maintained. It has seven graves unmarked except by local
limestone rock. Cassie was the daughter of Bill Houk.

rk ves:
Mpyrtle E. Gentle There are 7 unmarked graves
June 12, 1909 except with common rocks.
Oct. 16, 1947
Mary Albert
Johnson Johnson
April 27, 1851 June 30, 1851
19 Feb. 25, 1922
She was the sun He is not dead
Shine of our but sleepeth.
home.
(foot) (foot)
MJ Al
JOHNSON
Marion M. Cassie
Sept. 24, 1873 Nov. 23, 1878
June 9, 1939 Apr. 17, 1948
GONE HOME
A. Quincy
son of
A. & M. E. Johnson
Born
July 6, 1881
Died
Nov. 20, 1898
(foot)
AQJ
ROUSSEAU
Dora Gentle Charlie C.
April 23, 1900 April 13, 1894
Feb. 13, 1929 Nov. 28, 1932
(foot) (foot)
DGR CCR




5.  DOTSON or DODSON CEMETERY

Many local people refer to this cemetery as the Old Indian Cemetery. It has not been used
for more than 75 years. There are several grave markers that have withstood the years and are
easily readable. This Cemetery is named after the William Dodson family. This family was one
of the earlier families at Lim Rock. About 10 grave sites, perhaps several in each enclosure, are
walled up with hewn limestone blocks. Some of these rocks have toppled because of tree roots
and time. It would be an easy task for 5-6 people to lift these stones back into places.

Some of the single grave enclosures have sandstone slabs covering the whole grave.
Many grave sites are unmarked except by the local common limestone rocks. The grave sites
cover about 75 feet by 75 feet in a grove of about two acres of woods.

Marked graves:
In In
Memory of Memory of
George W. Consort Lucinda daughter
of Caroline Williams of Wm. and Mary Dodson
Born Aug. the 25th, 1808 Bom Dec. 29, 1826
Died Mar. the 24th, 1861 Died July S, 1849
In
Memory of

Manerva Jane
Wife of O. Cotton
born April 8th, 1829
died July 16th, 1849

daughter of James P.
and Martha
Dotson who

departed this life May
the 16th D. 1837 aged 4
years 6 months and

26 days
(Inside a walled enclosure:)
In memory of In memory of
William Dodson Mary
born June 10, 1793 wife of
died May 11, 1872 William Dodson
born
Feb. 21, 1792
Died
Oct. 7, 1872




6. GLOVER CEMETERY

The Glover Cemetery is at the end of County Road 526 in Shiffman's Cove. It was named
after J. M. and Ellen Glover, the parents of Billy Glover. It has 11 unmarked graves. Itis fenced
with chain link fence and is well-maintained by Billy and Tish's grandchildren who live nearby.

Mark

Marcus Gene
Gentle
Stillborn
Aug. 29, 1960

Ellen J. J. M. Glover
Glover Born Born April 23, 1833 (?)
June 9, 1832 (?) Died June 9, 1913
Died Feb. 24,
1911
(foot)
EG

Miss. Jane
Glover Born
June 11, 1842

Died Oct. 8, 1906

Pansy
Glover
Born Jul
28, 1900
Died July 28, 1900

Roxie
Leona
Glover
Born June
1, 1904 Died
Sept. 5, 1908

GLOVER
Tishie L. William E.
1871-1940 1868- 19 (not marked)
(foot) (foot)
TLG WEG
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7.  HARRISON CEMETERY

This cemetery is located on the Levi Harrison farm in Shiffman's Cove. The oldest
marked graves date about 1900.

Today the cemetery is fenced with chain link fence with a secured gate. It is about 50 feet
by 50 feet enclosure. The latest interment was probably in 1975. It is reasonably well maintained
today with indication that flowers were recently left. There are seven marked graves and two or
three graves unmarked except with common limestone rocks.

Mark ves:
FINLEY
Father Mother
Arthur H. Ethel B.
Finley Finley
May 6, 1890 Sept. 10, 1893

Nov. 27, 1939
His memory is blessed.
(foot)
Father

Levi
Harrison
June 19, 1854
Jan. 9, 1916

Oct. 6, 1975
Her memory is blessed.

(foot)

Mother

Mary Ann
Harrison
June 7, 1869
July 2, 1911

Gone but not forgotten.

(foot)
Father

Zeldia Orzora
Houk
Born

Sep.27, 1899
Died

Nov. 17, 1901

He carries the lambs in
His Bosom

(foot)
ZOH

(foot)
Mother

POCKRUS
Ida J. Pockrus
Nov. 29, 1883
July 28, 1926

QOur Loved One
(foot)
IJP

ACR
Andrew Calvin Rousseau,Jr.
July 19, 1930
Infant
ACR

11



8.

GENTLE CEMETERY

This cemetery is located on the Bill and Nancy Gentle farm. It has been used mostly by

Bill Gentle and his descendants. It is used today and is well-kept.

ark

Bradford G.
Gentle
Apr. 2, 1962
Feb. 19, 1978
Gone, but not forgotten
(foot)
Son

Wm. Bradford
Son of
J.R. & E. O. Gentle
Apr. 20, 1925
July 12, 1937
A little time on earth he spent
Till God for him His angel sent.

GENTLE
Esther
Aug. 20, 1890
Nov. 16, 1972

Nancy A.
Gentle
Jan. 18, 1864
Aug. 14, 1939
A tender mother and
A faithful friend

W. S. Gentle

July 29, 1865

Mar. 29, 1917
Gone but not forgotten

Lucy E. Swearengin
1917-1918

Carlene Woosley
Feb. 4, 1948(?)
July 8, 1949(?)

Jennie Ruth
Woosley
Oct. 11, 1938
Oct. 11, 1938

Maurvelle Ann
Woosley
Apr. 27, 1935
Apr. 27, 1935

There are 3
unmarked graves.

Jeremiah R.
Mar. 4, 1891
Mar. 24, 1952

Woodmen
~of
World Memorial
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9. ERWIN CEMETERY

The Erwin Cemetery is well-kept and is in current use today. There are many unmarked
graves. It has one metal fenced area that appears to be an early family plot, perhaps the Erwin

family.

rk v

A.J. Derrick
May 13, 1850
Feb. 19, 1920
Resting in Hope of a
Glorious Resurrection

Cora Frazier
Derrick
Wife of
Marion Derrick
Feb. 14, 1885-Sept. 22, 1910

DERRICK
EllaF.
Sept. 12, 1884
Oct. 27, 1919
In loving memory

Harold Dotson
Derrick

Oct. 5, 1922

Aug. 1, 1942
Dearest brother, thou has left us,
Here thy loss we deeply feel,
But tis God that hath bereft us,

He can all our sorrow heal.

Infants of D. Derrick

Harvey
Aug 30, 1902
Dec. 12, 1902

Maldy
Derrick Born Nov. 2
1861 Died Oct. 16, 1904
Wife of A. J. Derrick

Myrtle Derrick
(Lewis) (Valley Leaves 9/84)
May 19, 1907
May 7, 1941
In Loving Memory

Sherman Boyd
Son of
Marion and Cora
Derrick
Aug. 26, 1909-Aug. 20, 1910

Walter Lesley
Infant Son of
Marion and Viola

Derrick
May 7, 1924
Joe E.
Dotson D. Elledge
April 1, 1880 July 29, 1889
March 14, 1940 July 1, 1932
Gone, but not
forgotten
Mother
Pearlie Mae
Elledge
Oct. 26, 1888
July 19, 1976
S. E. Elledge
Beddie L. Born
March 4, 1918 Aug. 1, 1874
March 4, 1918 Died
Dec. 31, 1917
At Rest
Sister
Vivian P.
Elledge
Nov. 29, 1919
Oct. 30, 1937
(foot)
Vivian Elledge
1919-1937
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ERWIN CEMETERY (continued)

J.W. M. M.
Frazier Frazier
Oct. 18 Dec. 26

1847 1853
Mar. 7 Jan. 28

1923 1928

At Rest
Mother

Emley E. Gossett
B. Oct. 22, 1857 D. Aug. 15, 1933

SHERRELL
Oddie Lee Della G.
Sept. 11, 1892 Nov. 4, 1894
Apr. 21, 1951 Dec. 31, 1990
A light is from our household gone,
A voice we love is still.
A place is vacant in our home

That never can be filled.

Annie Lou Smith

Oct. 2, 1914
Oct. 24, 1942
Daughter ALS
Tody Posy
Bo. Sep. 3, 1922 D. SE. 26, 1933 Rest in Peace
Cecil H.
Smith
Martha Green May 8, 1940
1879(7) 1937 Feb. 5, 1989
HOLDER Earl Clifton
James (Jim) Mildred Fronie A. Smith
Mar. 4, 1870 Sept. 3, 1873 Jan. 1, 1942

May 18, 1925

Thomas Eugene
O'Neal
Apr. 14, 1948
Apr. 14, 1948
(foot)

Son

SAINT
(foot)
Elijah Saint
Dec. 7, 1883
Apr. 25, 1947

OUR DARLING
Cecil
Shelton
Aug. 11 - Sept. 6
1916
BABY

March 22, 1990

Dec.2, 1949
Rest in Peace

(From Valley Leaves
Sept. 1984)
Jimmie
Smith
Mar. 19, 1933
June 27, 1933

Our Darling
(foot)

Ida B. Saint John Raymond
June 25, 1896 Smith
May 10, 1985 Dec. 7, 1937

July 24, 1955
Gone but
not forgotten
Lou Ella Gentle
Shelton
Mar. 12, 1894
Dec. 16, 1925
(foot)
Mama
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ERWIN CEMETERY (continued)

Smith

Ossie Gentle John Frank
Jan. 13, 1911 March 10, 1902

(blank) Aug. 27, 1966

Jarrett Copied from Valley Leaves Sept. 1984:

Stewart "Note: Five graves here marked
Sept. 6, 1876 only with fieldstones and
Apr. 22, 1936 surrounded by a metal fence. One

He died as he lived of these graves had a Spry Funeral
a Christian Home Marker as follows:
M {iss?} Carrie Erwin
Fay Died 197
Holliman {illegible}"

Tucker
Mar. 14, 1931
Oct. 31, 1936 A plot marked Derrick has 6

A Sunbeam From unmarked graves.
The World Has Gone

Samuel Jordon
Wallingsford
April 2, 1882

June 23, 1941
Asleep in Jesus

Maggie C.
Wallingsford
Oct. 11, 1884
Sept. 26, 1957
Asleep in Jesus

WILSON
Tommy Charles James Larry William Franklin
1956-1974 1949-1961 1954-1959
Gone but not forgotten
(foot) (foot) (foot)
Tommy Larry Frankie
WILSON
"Mom" llDad'l
Katie E. James W.
May 31, 1930 July 27, 1929
(Died 12/15/92 Jan 28, 1989
but not on stone)
(Katie E. Smith Wilson) (foot)
(foot) Katie Married Jim
Apr. 29, 1948
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Allen, Mary

Barclay, Jennie

Berry, Boyd

Berry, Davis A
Berry, Eula Owen
Berry, Harold William

Berry, Infant (son of J. W.)

Berry, John A.

Berry, Johnie Vernon
Berry, Julie Ann
Berry, Kenneth B
Berry, Mary M.
Berry, Minnie M.
Berry, Thomas Davis
Berry, Thomas L. III
Berry, Waillon V
Berry, Willie Van
Cotton, Manerva Jane
Derrick, A. J.
Derrick, Beddie L.
Derrick, Cora Frazier
Derrick, Dotson D.
Derrick, Ella E
Derrick, Harold Dotson
Derrick, Harvey
Derrick, Maldy
Derrick, Sherman Boyd
Derrick, Walter Lesley
Dodson, Lucinda
Dodson, Mary
Dodson, William
Dotson, ----halae
Elledge, Joe E.
Elledge, Pearlie Mae
Elledge, S. E.
Elledge, Vivian
Erwin, Carrie

Finley, Arthur H
Finley, Ethel B.
Frazier, J. W.

Frazier, M. M.
Gentle, Bradford G
Gentle, Clinton E.
Gentle, Delie Holdman
Gentle, EmmaJ
Gentle, Esther
Gentle, Jeremiah R
Gentle, Marcus Gene
Gentle, Myrtle E
Gentle, Nancy A.

ua
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Gentle, Wm. Bradford
Gentle, W. S.

Glover, Ellen J
Glover, Jane

Glover, J. M.

Glover, Pansy
Glover, Roxie Leona
Glover, Tishie L.
Glover, William E.
Gossett, Emley E.
Gossett,(?) Tody Posy
Green, Martha
Harrison, Levi
Harrison, Mary Ann
Holder, James (Jim)

Holder, Mildred Fronie A.

Houk, Zeldia Orzora
Hunt, (or Hont) William
Isbell, Jesse W

Isbell, Levi

Isbell, Lockey T.
Isbell, Margaret
Isbell, Miller, Rev
Isbell, Mollie M.
Isbell, William

Isbell, Willie Susan
Johnson, Albert
Johnson, A. Quincy
Johnson, Cassie
Johnson, Marion M.
Johnson, Mary
Latham, J. A.

Latham, M. A.

Lewis, Myrtle Derrick
Long, Amanda Isbel
Long, Emma A.
McCormack, John O.
O'Neal, Thomas Eugene
Petty, Henry E.

Petty, Lottie

Petty, Sarah

Pockrus, Ida J.

Rousseau, Andrew Calvin,Jr

Rousseau, Charlie C
Rousseau, Dora Gentle
Saint, Elijah

Saint, Ida B.

Shelton, Cecil

Shelton, Lou Ella Gentle
Sherrell, Della G

w
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Sherrell, Oddie Lee 14

Smith, Annie Lou 14

Smith, Cecil H. 14

Smith, Earl Clifton 14

Smith, Jimmie 14

Smith, John Frank 15

Smith, John Raymond 14

Smith, Ossie Gentle 15

Stewart, Jarrett 15 ; CREES
Swearengin, Lucy E 12 by Vel T e, Rt S
Tucker, Igelxy Holliman 15 . :MAR 14 193
Wallingsford, Samuel Jordon 15 : 60T "3F 1938
Wallingsford, Maggie C 15 e a , g,
Wilson, James Larry 15 . THE WORLD HAS GONE
Wilson, James W. 15 Y . -
Wilson, Katie E. 15 % ]

Wilson, Tommy Charles 15
Wilson, William Franklin 15

Woosley, Carlene 12
Woosley, Clyde E. 7
Woosley, Jennie Ruth 12
Woosley, John F. 7
Woosley, Joseph M. 7
Woosley, Maurvelle Ann 12
Woosley, Mollie B. 7

Young, Lockie V. Berry 7

DOTSON (to right at curve)
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Allison 112
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Livingston 55-56
McCormack 117, 130-132
Moon(e) 73
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Peters 1, 103-104
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Ross 49
Rounsavall 163, 168
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Stewart vii, 169, 171
Swearengin vi, 3, 36, 75, 94, 132-134
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